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A Study To Develop The New Composing Method
On Okinawan Traditional Music-Instruments

Toru Nakamura®  Zhou Xia®

When one would try to compose a new music with Okinawan traditional instruments, there
are several problems different from the composing method of western style. As well known
in general, almost Okinawan traditional music is strongly connected with singing, their instruments
merely play the roll as accompaniment, for example Sanshin (three strings lute), Koto (thirteen
strings zither), Fue (flute), Kuhcho (four strings with bow) and Narimono (percussion). They are
essentially not independent as solo music instrument.

Okinawan traditional musician usually take a kind of tablature, Kunkunshi, as their music
notation system, and they used to study through oral imitating manner from their teacher directly.
These issues seem to be unable they create new music with their instruments.

Nevertheless these difficult situations, several young traditional musicians who attempt to
compose the new music with their instruments have been increased recent day.

This study is purposed on how to create the new music with Okinawan traditional instruments,
based on their traditional performing way or beyond those, to compare with Chinese and Korean
traditional instruments and their performing method. Through the study we wish to present the

suggestion to support their attemption.
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