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The Actual Conditions of the Part-time Individual Integration of Special School Children
into Regular Schools in Their Residential Districts in Okinawa Prefecture:
The Result of a Survey of This Type of Integration

Haruna YONAMINE Noriko TOZAKI

The purpose of this study was to clarify the actual conditions of the part-time individual
integration of special school children with disabilities into regular schools in their residential
districts in Okinawa Prefecture. We surveyed 28 teachers who took charge of the integrated
educational program in the department of the elementary course and the lower secondary
course of 14 special schools. This paper analyzed the result of the survey, and discussed the
way to improve the conditions of this type of integration.

The outlines of the conclusion were as follows: 1) the executing rate of this type of
integration was 85.7% in the dept. of the elementary course and 35.7% in the dept. of
the lower secondary course of the schools, 2) the first case of this type of integration in
Okinawa Prefecture started in 1994 and the cases have increased since 1999, 3) the reasons
why the integration started, came from the needs of parents and children themselves, 4)
the integration was held in ordinary lessons, school events and interchange after school
or during recess. 5) each child who participated in the integration had to attend with his
or her parent, teacher or both. The attendance was a burden for parents and teachers,
6) the attendance of parents or teachers was pointed out as the most difficult problem in
the elementary school level and the content of study was the most difficult problem in the
lower secondary school level, and 7) the administration should prepare the basic educational
conditions and the guidelines to improve the situation.
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