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Current Conditions of Schools in Remote Areas and Islands: Observations of Schools
in Tokashiki Village, a Cooperative Study of the University of the Ryukyus,
Nagasaki and Kagoshima Universities
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Shigeki OGATA®, Koichiro MATSUDA?, Ayana END(O?, Makiko MINATO?,
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Abstract

- Schools in Tokashiki Village, Okinawa Prefecture were observed as part of a study
on education in remote areas and islands carried out by the University of the Ryukyus,
Nagasaki and Kagoshima Universities. Based on observations, some suggestions were
made regarding the improvement of education in Tokashiki. 1) Science manuals for classes
combining students of different years should be developed early on in the year to maximize
flexibility in the curriculum. 2) Physical education curriculum should take into consideration
class members, the community and social environment of that particular area. 3) As
junior high school children tend to act as teachers in many situations, combining junior high
and elementary school children in various activities is likely to be advantageous to students.
4) In regard to computing classes combining students of different years, conventional
methods utilizing software installed in computers is thought to be more effective than
using distance computer education as students of one year may work through drills while
others are taught by the teacher.
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