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An Investigation of Recent Deepwater Rhodoliths
from the Ryukyu Islands

Shinya MATSUDA, Takako TOMIYAMA

Abstract

Recent deepwater rhodoliths, which are spherical to ellipsoidal in shape and 1-

18cm in size, were collected from some locations. between 79— 109m depths. A few of

the locations were situated on an isolated bank.

On the surface of the rhodoliths,

5 genera of crustose coralline algae have

been identified . Lithothamnion, Lithophyllum K Mesophyllum, Lithoporella and Hydro-

lithon,
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Fig.1. Study area and sample locations.
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Fig. 2. Sample locations on Kerama Bank. Drawn on the basis of Maritime Safety Ag-

In figures 2 through 4, accompanied values indicale depth of each

ency (1978a).

location respectively.
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Explanation of Plate 1.
Fig. 1. Large rhodoliths of D (87) — 7. Scale =10cm.
Fig. 2. All rhodolith more than 4cm in long axis, on surface of undisturbed sedi-
ment in a grab. OK (88) —1. Scale =10cm. Mouth of the grab is 39 cnX 40 cm in
size,

Explanation of Plate 2.
Fig. 1. Irregular- shaped gravels of D (87)—8. Scale=10cm.
Fig. 2. Irregular- shaped gravels of OK (88) —2. Scale =10cm.

Explanation of Plate 3.
Fig. 1. Section through protuberance of Lifhothamnion cf. australe. Scale = 400,.
Fig. 2. Section through tetrasporangial thallus of Hydrolithon sp. Scale=300p,
Fig. 3. Section through tetrasporangoal thallus of Lithophylium sp. Scale=200x.
Fig. 4. Section through tetrasporangial conceptacle of Mesophyllum sp. 3.

Scale= 100 «.
Fig. 5. Slab of rhodolith showing loose concentric structure. D (87) —7. Scale=2cm.
Fig. 6. Slab of rhodolith showing dense concentric structure. D(87)—6. Scale=2cm.
Fig. 7. Slab of rhodolith showing porous structure., D (87) —7. Scale =3 cm.
Fig. 8 Slab of rhodolith showing porous structiure. D (87)—7. Scale=3cm.
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Plate 1
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