Comparison of culture and aesthetic sense
on dyeing of stencil between Okinawa
and Mainland of Japan, with special refer-
ence to BIN-GATA, ISE-GATA, and AIZU-GATA
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Purpose and Method

There are some kinds of dyeing of
stencil in Japan; namely, BIN-GATA in
Okinawa, and ISE-GATA in Mie and AIZU-
GATA in Fukushima Prefecture of mainland
of Japan. Although dyeing of stencil has
many kinds of techniques, the main tech-
nique of the dyeing of stencil is to set stencil
design carved with figure on cloth; this tech-
nique is usually named dyeing of stencil.

The main purpose of this study is to
discuss social and cultural background, cli-
mate, and aesthetic sense of BIN-GATA to
focus on color, figure and technique of dye-
ing of stencil compared with those in main-

land of Japan.

Study area

The following are the study areas; i.e.
Okinawa Island of Okinawa Prefecture
(BIN-GATA), Aizuwakamatsu, Tajima and
Kitakata of Fukushima Prefecture (AlZU-
GATA), and Shiroko and Jike, Suzuka City,
Mie Prefecture (ISE-GATA).

Results
1. BIN-GATA has two carvings with white
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and colored fields.

2. BIN-GATA, AIZU-GATA and ISE-GATA
have a common technique of Shabari (gauze
tension), but a rare technique of BIN-GATA
with Itotsuri (thin thread tension) remains in
the Chinen Studio of Naha City in Okinawa
Island . Figure of BIN-GATA is carved by a
dyeing person who uses a stand of a small
square rokujyu which is produced by drying
and processing of Okinawan tofu (bean
curd).

3. Dyeing of stencil in mainland of Japan
generally has a single color, but that in
Okinawa has mainly many colored dyeing
with pigment, such as irosashi (colored
printing), irokubari (coloration), kumadori
(dark gradation), and nidozuri (twice colored
printing), which have been probably influ-
enced by Chinese culture.

4. BIN-GATA is characterized by a gorgeous
and figured design, while ISE-GATA is deli-
cate and AIZU-GATA is technical.
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