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Purpose of the Study

The mam purpose of this study 1s o attempt to prove. while discussing our topic of
the cultural and acsthetic values of Ryukvu kaswri. that the kasuri culture may have
orginated in Korea and introduced into Japan via Korea Island.

The Japanese kusuri. above all. Ryujyu kasiri is said to be one of the finest-quality
fabrics m the world and highly valued It is generally accepted that Ryukyu kasuri was
brought from India and Central Asian countries. In these countries, the general term
IKAT (meaning kesuridis used. but it seems to be quite different in fineness, thinness
and eclegance from Japanese, Korean or Ryukyuan counterparts. So the present study
wishes o disprove the gencrally-accepted view and suggest another view: "kasuri" may
have orginated in Korea [sland and introduced to Japan and the Ryukyus.

Also. we wish to touch on the cultural and aesthetic aspects of Ryukyu kasuri, which
has been nursed n the subtropics and maintains a close association with the people's
dailv lite. especially its aesthetics and functions as costumes for Ryukyuan dancing.
Method of the Study

To attempt to prove that "kasnri" originated rather in Korea 4stand, we will employ
examples of historical documents published in Korea, Japan and China, expertise, actual
objects, visual matenals, academic researches which are relevant to studies on kasuri, and
data obtaned through interviews with people at Ryukyu kasuri studios on Okinawa.

To show Ryukyu kasuri's aesthetic aspects, we will discuss the aesthetic features of
Ryukyu kaswri by displaying a costume (dyed in Ryukyuan indigo) for Ryukyuan
dancing "Hamachidori® { Plovers) during the poster session.

We will exhibit some pictures taken at Haebaru Town Hall in the southern part of
Okinawa to attest how Ryukyu kasuri has been adopted and utilized in people's daily life.
Results of the Study

Our study reveals: (1) The view that kasuri originated in India and Central Asian
countries should be reconsidered; (2) From an etymological viewpoint, there seem to be
some correspondence between Korean and Ryukyuan "kasiri® (meaning '"kasuri') and
“kasumi- (nishiki)" woven in the reigns of Emperors Tenmu and Jito (7th c.), the oldest
and highest-quality kasuri fabric in Japan which is currently stored in the Horyuji Temple
Treasure Museum. This historically well-known fabric was also called "taishikando" or
"hi-kin"; (3) This "kasumi-nisiki" was brought to Japan from Korea Island;(4) Dyeing
culture was introduced to Japan from Korea Island; and (5) It is said that the beautiful
patterns of Ryukyu kasuri are produced by dyed warps and woofs. The unique Ryukyuan
culture and climate have created the aesthetics and values of Ryukyu kasuri.
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