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Abstract

Reporting on the use of BBS (bulletin board system) woven into two
English Reading courses, this paper addresses the issue of Japanese college-
leveled students' lack of ability to learn from each other. The main purpose
of setting up a BBS in these courses was to provide students with an op-
portunity to express themselves and share reading experiences with each
other. The instructor, teaching one of such courses for five semesters,
found that BBS communication of Japanese college students had been
mostly between individual students and her, not among students them-
selves. Some modifications in teaching and homepage design helped stu-
dents to feel more comfortable in expressing their feelings and opinions on
the BBS; however, the students were still afraid of commenting on each
other's comments. With the intention and hope of establishing "learning
community” among Japanese readers of English, the instructor argues that
BBS, used with some caution, can be useful and effective tool for language

teachers.

*URL: http://www.lib.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/tt/mtoya (Pleasure Reading)

hitp://www.lib.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/tt/reading (Harry Potter)

Both sites have been realized and maintained by staff at the Library
Information Technology section at University of the Ryukyus. The original

ideas and contents, as well as faults, of the Websites were of the author.



