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Takakazu SHinzaTo*, Lichao Wu**, Osahiro NisHIHATA® and
Mitsunori AraMoro'** : Secondary Succession 13 Years
after Natural Forest Clear-Cutting on Iriomote Island,
The Ryukyus
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Key words : secondary succession, thirteen years after clear-cutting, sprouting, natural regen-

eration, subtropical forests

Summary

Secondary succession 13 years after natural forest clear-cutting was studied. The experimental
forest was set at the tropical biosphere research center, University of the Ryukyus, on
Iriomote Island in 1985. The natural forest was divided into four sections, two sections were
left as the control, the other two were burned. Cut wood of the burned sections were inciner-
ated two months after clear-cutting. In 1998, 13 years after the clear-cutting, a census of new
growth of trees over 1.0m in height, which grew in the fixation plots was taken, and secon-
dary succession was verified. Secondary succession is greatly dependent on the sprouting force
of the tree species. The trees of Castanopsis sieboldii, Elaeocarpus sylvestris, Persea thunbergii,
Styrax japonicus, Ardisia quinquegona, Psychotria rubra, etc. with high sprouting force had
the higher values for basal area and amount of new growth than the others. Generation and
growth of Mallotus japonica, Euodia meliifolia, Zanthoxylum ailanthoides, etc., which are de-
ciduous trees, were gradually lower. Relatively, the dominance of the evergreen trees increased.
Stratification of the forest had become complicated. In the overstory, the basal area of ever-
green trees was high, and in the understory, the amount of new growth of evergreen small
tree species and shrub increased. In secondary succession, there was no difference between con-

trol plots and burned plots.
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Table 1 The basal area, number of stems, height and DBH by life-form in the
permanent sample plot of control area

Hife  Scientific name BA % Joal o pm QB

MM Castanopsis sieboldii (15 1) 3097.77 4258 76 7.72 420 5.55
MM  Elaeocarpus sylvestris (RJV b+ /%) 497.06 6.83 16 1.62 3.93 4.60
MM  Querus miyagii (AFF 7753208 ) 495.24 681 19 1.93 4.60 4.50
MM Mallotus japonicus (F AHAH 7)) ' 42725 5.87 46 4.67 412 3.29
MM Elaeocarpus japonicus (I/)N>EF) 21689 298 9 091 4.25 4.86
MM Euodia meliifolia ONRE 2% 2) 197.79° 272 10 1.02 4.96 4.84
MM  Persea thunbergii (%7 /%) 166.75  2.29 26 2.64 3.34 2.20
MM Planchonella obovata (7 }15/) 13354 1.84 61 - 6.19 2.62 1.27
MM  Daphniphyllum glaucescens ssp.teijjsmannii (£ AZLZXYN) 4752 065 5 0.51 3.86 3.00
MM  Symplocos cohinchinensis var.philippinensis (7 4N/ %) 4165 057 6 0.61 3.52 2.50
MM Zanthoxylum ailanthoides (15 AH > aw) 3784 052 3 0.30 5.04 3.90
MM  Syzygium buxifolium (75 7) 36.17 0.50 45 457 2.20 0.84
MM Meliosma pinnata ssp. arnottiana (Y>> N\)V7 77 %) 26.34 0.36 9 091 292 1.40
MM Distylium racemosum (1 X/ ¥F) 2030 0.28 7 0.71 3.31 1.80
MM Michelia compressa var.cumingii (Z4 7> FH 5 <) 18.18 025 3 0.30 2.94 2.30
MM Osmanthus marginatus () 2% 2T t1) 1565 0.22 15 1.52 2.01 0.79
MM Ilex liukiuensis () 27 F 2 VEF) 1447 020 4 0.41 3.55 2.08
MM Idesia polycarpa (f1¥1)) 201 003 1 0.10 3.30 1.60
MM Rhus succedanea (Nt /3¥) 113 0.02 1 0.10 2.52 1.20
MM Persea japonica (K INZ ) 0.07 0.00 1 0.10 1.40 0.30
MM  Ficus benguetensis (7 B AL XET) 0.00 0.00 1 0.10 1.20 0.00
M Styrax japonicus (LI /¥F) 37247 512 42 4.26 3.60 2.33
M Schefflera octophylla (771 / F) 19823 272 5 0.51 456 6.20
M Glochidion acuminatum (750 L/¥F) 47.76 066 1 0.10 5.67 7.80
M Ilex goshiensis (V4 EF) 1648 0.23 7 0.71 2.83 1.53
M Symplocos prunifolia (7 11)N-) 11.94 0.16 1 0.10 4.20 3.90
M Diospyros maritima (J 29 ¥ a2 UH¥) 749 010 10 1.02 1.86 0.80
M Diospyros egbert-walkeri () 2F 217375 2) 141 002 8 0.81 1.60 0.40
M Neolitsea aciculata (1 X7 3) 126 0.02 3 0.30 1.99 0.70
NM  Rhaphiolepis indica ssp.umbellata (> + U > )NA) 22753 313 69 7.01 2.60 1.20
NM Camellia japonica (V7 NF) 15821 217 55 5.58 1.90 0.90
NM Wendlandia formosana (7 7 3 X3F) : 135.33 1.86 14 142 423 3.28
NM Mallotus paniculatus (7507 AANT) 7874 1.08 7 0.71 3.97 3.61
NM Ardisia sieboldii (€27 % F/)\7F) 61.76  0.85 21 2.13 2.20 1.60
NM Randia canthioides (7393 /F) 5473 0.75 48 4.87 2.20 0.99
NM Symplocos glauca (2 2 X/)NA) 46.54 064 1 0.10 5.64 7.70
NM  Glochidion zeylanicum (IFNH> 2/ F) 35.11 048 8 0.81 3.32 2.20
NM Cinnamomum doederleinii (IN= v 1) 2849 0.39 9 091 2,67 1.70
NM Ficus erecta (- XE7) 27.05 037 11 1.12 2.88 1.65
NM  Glochidion rubrum (£ 534823/ %) 2327 032 11 1.12 2.92 1.50
NM  Tutcheria virgata (&3 hF8H > H) 2040 028 5 0.51 3.28 1.90
NM Diplospora dubia (103 3 X) : 1947 0.27 21 2.13 2.20 0.90
NM Microtropis japonica (E2 L 1) 1479 0.20 20 2.03 2.00 0.80
NM Bridelia glauca fbalansae (RN H> 3/ F) 10.02 0.14 5 0.51 2.37 1.20
NM Myrsine sequinii (¥4 32> & F/)NF) 9.20 0.13 22 2.23 1.74 0.54
NM Ilex maximowicziana (FHINA X V%5 884 0.12 4 0.41 3.46 1.50
NM Drypetes matsumurae (V% & R¥) 6.74  0.09 4 0.41 2.61 1.30
NM Garcinia subelliptica (727 %) 6.23 0.09 3 0.30 1.93 1.90
NM  Meliosma lepidota ssp. squmulata (>IN>TT7TF) 265 0.04 2 0.20 3.55 1.25
NM Premna corymbosa var. obtusifolia (¥4 7> H4¥) 0.79 0.01 1 0.10 2.57 1.00
N Psychotna rubra GRF 3w ) 92.48 1.27 115 11.68 1.60 0.70
N Callicarpa oshimensis var.iriomotensis (1 YA &5 LTYF) 19.24  0.26 24 2.44 2.39 091
N Ardisia quinquegona (7 7 F) 18.80  0.26 24 2.44 1.90 0.80
N Antidesma japonicum (Y E/\Y) 782 0.11 15 1.52 1.40 0.41
N Euonymus lutchuensis () 27F21U<T13) 492 007 8 0.81 1.63 0.64
N Tarenna gracilipes (¥a 2”7 >7H) 2.50 0.03 5 0.51 1.88 0.68
N Lasianthus cyanocarpus (¥4 7 2J)LYU 3 /) F) 1.07  0.01 6 0.61 1.23 0.30
N Melastoma candidum (/K% ) 1.00  0.01 2 0.20 2.15 0.80
N Ardisia crenata (¥ ) 3v) 0.68 0.01 4 0.41 1.55 0.45
Total 7275.06 100 985 100 2.92 2.05
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Table 2 The basal area, number of stems, height and DBH by life-form in the
permanent sample plot of burned block

%&{; Scientific name BA P2 ;I‘tgg]ié % H (m) I?gnl){
MM Castanopsis sieboldii (-1 % A1) 3128.42 46.26 76 7.50 4.72 6.02
MM  Mallotus japonicus (F AN 77) 928.39 13.73 98 9.67 3.91 3.30
MM Persea thunbergii (%7 ) F) 735.08 10.87 37 3.65 4.57 4.37
MM Elaeocarpus sylvestris (K~ /%) 298.24 441 12 1.18 3.36 3.43
MM Zanthoxylum ailanthoides (35 XAH¥ > 3w) 109.96  1.63 8 0.79 4.21 3.99
MM Planchonella obovata (7 H5/) 34.19 0.51 19 1.88 2.58 1.28
MM Euodia meliifolia (Nt 24 >) 2412 0.36 6 0.59 3.97 2.06
MM  Syzygium buxifolium (75 2) 23.40 0.35 28 2.76 1.98 0.79
MM Rhus succedanea (Nt ./ F) 16.66  0.25 6 0.59 3.22 1.80
MM  Daphniphyllum glaucescens ssp. teijsmannii (£ XZ1ZXYUN) 1635 0.24 17 1.68 2.13 0.86
MM Mpyrica rubra (Y EE) 15.41  0.23 4 0.39 2.58 1.70
MM Elaeocarpus japonicus (I/)N2EF) 15.14  0.22 2 0.20 3.85 3.00
MM Osmanthus marginatus (J 2% 277+t A) 13.056  0.19 12 1.18 2.09 0.99
MM  Symplocos cohinchinensis var. philippinensis (7 /)N / %) 777 011 3 0.30 2.42 1.43
MM llex rotunda (7 O XEF) 6.42  0.09 16 1.58 1.69 0.54
MM Idesia polycarpa (-f-1F1)) 6.02  0.09 4 0.39 2.75 1.30
MM Ilex liukiuensis (V) 2 7F 2 7EF) 341  0.05 9 0.89 1.93 0.58
MM Ficus variegata var.sycomoroides (1=31 XE) 1.54  0.02 2 0.20 1.57 0.70
MM  Meliosma pinnata ssp. arnottiana (Y >)NIV7 T T7%F) 1.33  0.02 1 0.10 2.30 1.30
MM Ficus benguetensis (F X1 XET7) 1.14  0.02 3 0.30 1.48 0.57
M Styrax japonicus (LI ./ ¥F) 358.24  5.30 110 10.86 3.27 1.78
M Schefflera octophylla (77 / %) 86.31 1.28 7 0.69 3.05 3.20
M Glochidion acuminatum (7520 TL/F) 57.18  0.85 3 0.30 3.87 4.32
M Ficus virgata ONYA XY 7) 2821 042 8 0.79 2.48 1.38
M Neolitsea aciculata (- X/ ) 19.22 0.28 5 0.49 2.98 1.86
M Diospyros maritima (1) 27F 2 7HF) 1849  0.27 12 1.18 2.00 1.03
M Symplocos prunifolia (7 T1)NA) 12.62  0.19 13 1.28 2.31 0.93
M Turpinia ternata (> a o ~X>/F) 1145  0.17 4 0.39 2.32 1.65
M Diospyros egbert-walkeri (J 2F 193045 ) 0.79 001 1 0.10 2.28 1.00
M Neolitsea sericea (T4 FE) 0.00 0.00 1 0.10 1.25 0.00
NM  Glochidion zeylanicum (HF/)NA123a ) F) 135.12  2.00 16 1.58 2.64 2.33
NM Ficus erecta (f XE7) 51.47  0.76 20 1.97 2.32 1.33
NM Rhaphiolepis indica ssp. umbellata (') >INA1) 48.48 0.72 55 5.43 2.06 0.77
NM Camellia japonica (Y7 INF) 32.13  0.48 45 4.44 1.94 0.78
NM Mallotus paniculatus (75207 HAH ) 31.00 0.46 8 0.79 2.60 1.99
NM llex maximowicziana (FJINA XV %) 30.46 0.45 7 0.69 2.53 1.70
NM Diplospora dubia (303 I X) 26.08 0.39 12 1.18 2.70 1.48
NM Glochidion rubrum (5 3h>0/F) 24.05 - 0.36 11 1.09 1.95 1.00
NM Randia canthioides (I HHF /F) 18.89  0.28 32 3.16 1.84 0.65
NM Wendlandia formosana (7 513 X) 1831  0.27 25 2.47 1.88 0.74
NM  Melicope triphylla (7 745 ) 963 0.14 13 1.28 1.95 0.71
NM Drypetes matsumurae (V5 %& KF) 6.89 0.10 5 0.49 2.49 1.26
NM Ardisia sieboldii (£ % FI\NF) 6.24 0.09 10 0.99 1.35 0.54 .
NM Tutcheria virgata (¥ hFHH %) 3.94  0.06 7 0.69 1.94 0.77
NM Mpyrsine sequinii (¥4 I % F/)\NF) 361  0.05 4 0.39 2.15 0.85
NM Bridelia glauca f.balansae (R)IV-v<h>a/F) 3.06 0.05 6 0.59 2.23 0.78
NM llex ficoidea (*F 1 INEF) 3.00 0.04 4 0.39 2.47 0.95
NM Fatoua villosa (GRV)NLD A XET) 2.89  0.04 13 1.28 1.80 0.42
NM Cinnamomum doederleinii (Z)N=v 1) 2.54  0.04 1 0.10 3.26 1.80
NM Eurya sakishimensis (3F b4 hF) 0.50 0.01 1 0.10 2.16 0.80
NM Camellia lutchuensis (& A4 71) 0.32  0.00 3 0.30 1.58 0.33
NM Microtropis japonica (&2 LA ) 0.20  0.00 1 0.10 1.53 0.50
NM Adinandra ryukyuensis (1) 2 7% a0 FHITHHF) 0.10  0.00 2 0.20 1.42 0.25
NM Eurya japonica (&% 7 F) 0.03 0.00 2 0.20 1.63 0.10
N Pithecellobium bigeminum (7 HNY J ¥) 226,20 3.34 4 0.39 5.86 7.73
N Ardisia quinquegona (V7 7 F) : 48.50  0.72 60 5.92 1.93 0.84
N Psychotna rubra (RF 3 ) 32.34 048 70 6.91 1.52 0.58
N Tarenna gracilipes (¥a > h) 761 0.11 8 0.79 2.39 0.96
N Antidesma japonicum (¥Y=E/\Y) 441 007 9 0.89 1.76 0.67
N Callicarpa oshimensis var. iriomotensis (f YA EF A THF) 3.74  0.06 19 1.88 1.51 0.34
N Euonymus lutchuensis (J 20 F 1< 13) 0.85 0.01 2 0.20 2.00 0.65
N Melastoma candidum (J K% ) 0.79 0.01 27 0.2 1.73 0.70
N Callicarpa japonica var. luxurians (A LTHFF7) 0.67 0.01 2 0.20 1.94 0.55
N Lasianthus cyanocarpus (¥4 72U 3 /) F) 0.00 0.00 3 0.30 1.28 0.00
N Lasianthus wallichill (R)V)N)VU 2 F) 0.00 0.00 3 0.30 1.05 0.00
N Ardisia crenata (¥ Y 3 ) 0.00  0.00 1 0.10 1.20 0.00
Total 6762.50 100 1013 100 2.39 1.41
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Table 3 Number of stems and basal area by life-form in al! plots

Control , Burned
Life form No % BA % No % BA %
MM 363 36.85  5493.62 75.51 360 35.54  5386.04 79.65
M 77 7.82 657.04 9.03 164 16.19 592.51 8.76
NM 342 34.72 975.89 13.41 310 30.60 458.84 6.79
N 203 20.61 148.50 2.04 179 17.67 325.11 4.81
Totol 985 100 7275.05 100 1013 100 6762.5 100
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Fig.1 Distribution of the basal area by life-form in the permanent sample plot of control area
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Fig.2 Distribution of the basal area by life-form in the permanent sample. plot of burned block
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