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Morihiko HIRAKAWA, Yuko NAkAMOTO, Hironobu HIGOSHI,
Seiichi OsHIRO, Yukio ISHIMINE, Takuji HIRAYAmMA, Hikaru
AKAMINE, Satoshi HOKAMA : A study on the introduction of
tropical fruit tree in grassland.

IV. Effects of wire-mesh cage method protecting tropical fruit
tree from grazing cattle.
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grazing protection

Summary

We have studied to produce both beef and tropical fruits due to utilization
of spatial space in grassland. In this study we used wire-mesh cage method
to protect tropical fruit tree from grazing cattle.

We cultivated guava (Psidium guyava L.) and loquat (Eriobtrya japonica
Lindley) as tropical fruits, and grazed nine Japanese black cattle; three cows
of mean weight of 357 kg, three steers of mean weight of 238 kg, two heifer
calves and bull. The wire-mesh cage which was made of frame 1 by 1 by 1.5
meter of steel pole and was then put around the frame except the top with
wire-mesh of 15 by 15 centimeter were located in grassland to knock it in un-
derground at thirty centimeter depth to protect tropical fruit trees from graz-
ing cattle. We measured the damaged ratio of guava and loquat and of wire-
mesh cage after grazing. Grazing experiments of the wife-mesh cage method
were conducted six times from August to January in the following year.

It was wire-mesh cage method that neither guava nor loquat received
damage entirely from grazing cattle during experiments. Wire-mesh cage was
so tough to rub it by cattle.

From the results described above, we recognized that wire-mesh cage

method was the most effective grazing protection in these studies.
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