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Summary

The number of farm households decreased by 18% from 1985 to 1994 in
Okinawa, particularly in Okinawa Island and the peripheral islands. Cultivated
land area increased from 1985 to 1992, but changed and decreased afterwards; the
decreased rate was 1.1% in 1994 as compared to 1985.

As we noted, there was a situation of decreasing farm households and
cultivated land area. However, the decreased rate of cultivated land area was
smaller than that of the number of farm households. In consequence, the cul-
tivated area per farm household expanded.

The growth rates of these expansion were higher in Okinawa Island and
the peripheral islands than in the Miyako Islands and the Yaeyama Islands.
However, the expansion of the farm size did not cause changes in productiv-
ity and techniques essentially. The reason is that the farm size per farm
household in Okinawa Island and the peripheral islands were originally
small.

As for cropping rate of farm, it has been falling greatly in Okinawa
Island, particularly in the central and southern parts. In the northern part of
Okinawa Island, the cultivated land area of sugar cane decreased, while vege-
tables and flowers increased. As a result, the decreasing degree of cropping
rate of farm in the northern part was smaller than in the central and south-
ern parts. The changes of sugar cane prices and economic conditions con-
nected to the land use situation, made the difference in the constitution and
the development of agriculture in each region.

Sugar cane as extensive cropping, and vegetables and flowers as intensive
cropping, commonly in each region are managed separately. It is necessary
to improve land use systems for realizing a high degree of land productivity.
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