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Yuei NAKAMA : A Historical Study on the Utilization of the
Common Farm Forest during the Ryukyu Dynasty Era

Summary

The objective of this study is to clarify the forest land utilization methods
practiced by the various villages, during the Ryukyu dynasty, through
analyzing an old document (1849) discovered in Haneji village of northern
Okinawa.

This document describes five different types of forest land utilization.

Type A : Forest lands which are owned by a village, and utilized solely
by that village.

Type B : Forest lands which owned by a village, and utilized by an
other village.

Type C: Forest lands which are owned by a village, and utilized by
several other villages.

Type D: Forest lands which are owned by a village, and utilized
jointly with other villages.

Type E : Forest lands which are jointly owned by several villages, and
jointly utilized by these owning villages.

The forest administration and the peasant’s utilization of the forest lands
were reformed during the period 1730 to 1750 of the Ryukyu dynasty era.
The reforms appear to be precipitated exhaustion of forest resources which
were suppling timber primarily for various types of public use, which
included the reconstruction of the royal palace (Shuri castle) every 20
years.

The Ryukyu dynasty regarded Types D and E under the old forest land
use system, as the cause of forest denudation. Responsibility for protecting
the forest land could not be fixed because of the multiple ownership and
utilization. Therefore, the Ryukyu dynasty officials had deemed it necessary
to reorganize the forest policy, by dividing forest land and assigning
specific tracts to specific villages.

As a result of the reform, Type A through C increased in number
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through the progressive assimilation of foresst Type D and E.

The reform also resulted in reafforestation measures through the directed
planting of specific species, and may therefore be properly classified as the
first official conservation act in the history of the Ryukyus and possibly
Japan. The planted species included pinus Iluchuensis Mayr, Podocarpus
macrophyllus D. Don, Cryptomeria japonica D. Don, Cunninghamia
lanceolata Hook, and Vernicia fordii Airy Shaw.
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