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Summary

The primary objective of this study was to analyze hog and pork prices in Okinawa.

The results of this study are as follows :

1. Total meat consumption per person in Okinawa is larger than that of national average. Pork is
the most popular and has the most important position among meat. Beef and chicken are
highly depended on import supply.

2. Hog production is one of the most important income sources for Okinawan agriculture. The
rate of increase in hog number in Okinawa is higher than that of national average in recent years.
Hog numbers on a farm in Okinawa are smaller than those of national average, however the
difference between them has been reduced recently. Piglet and feed costs are the two most
important cost items consisting of 79.0 to 85.0 percent of the total hog production cost. Feed
prices are more unstable and higher than those of other areas.

3. Piglet prices fluctuate more than pork pig prices. Pork pig prices in Okinawa are more stable
than those in other areas and they are closely related to piglet prices.

4. There is a close correlation between the stability of meat prices and the meat supply and
demand conditions. Meat which has higher rate of self-supply is sold more stable prices. In
Okinawa, the rate of self-supply of pork is the highest among meat, therefore its prices are the
most stable. The coefficient of correlation between beef and chicken prices is the highest, while
the coefficient of correlation between pork and chicken prices is the lowest. Price difference

between pork and beef in Okinawa is smaller than that in other areas.




