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A Project-Work with Junior High School Students :
A Case Study of Basic-Level Japanese Language Learners

KINJO, Katsuya
SOEJIMA, Kensaku

Keyword : project-work, intercultural understanding, local exchange

Abstract

At the end of the spring semester of 2003, the basic-level students
engaged in a project-work activity : they visited a junior high school and gave
presentations on their own countries. This paper reports the results of
questionnaire analysis and considers the educational effect of this kind of
activity and its problem. The results clarified that the students highly
evaluate this activity : they feel that (i) their command of Japanese have
improved — they could use what they had learned in the classroom and they
could learn how to give presentations in Japanese, and (i) their intercultural
understanding has deepened through Junior high students' presentations.
MeénWhile, the following problems have emerged : (i) were their themes
suitable for group activity? (i) was the time of this project-work
appropriate?, and (iii) have the instructors given enough instructions to
them? Notwithstanding the above points, this project could be improved to be
a part of our curriculum in the future; it is to be desired that cultural
exchange between the international students and the local community should

be promoted from the next year on.

(University of the Ryukyus)
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