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Improving Crosscultural Understanding through
Reading Strategies (1)

ISHIHARA, Yoshihito

Keyword : crosscultural understanding, intercourse,

supporting adaptation through interaction

Abstract

In advanced Japanese reading classes composed of students with various
cultural backgrounds and aims, textbooks dealing with "Japanese culture" are
often used. Using such textbooks, however, always entails the risk of
compelling students to be culturally assimilated. This risk should be always
born in mind in teaching Japanese reading via textbooks dealing with
"Japanese culture.”

This study has suggested how to teach learners of the Japanese language
reading strategies to understand cultural diversities through texts and to
evaluate different cultures critically and flexibly. Such reading strategies
make our students studying at University of the Ryukyus aware of the
significance of learning in Okinawa by bringing them to recognize the gap
between Okinawan and standardized Japanese cultures. Furthermore, such
reading strategies enable students to critically read texts written on the
standardized cultures of their own.

Reading the passageé with such contents gives learners an opportunity to
reflect their own experiences and to verbalize them in Japanese. This means
that, even in the case of reading materials with high difficulty, learners can
tackle the materials with great interest, and that they can understand them

more easily.

(University of the Ryukyus)
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