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Leaning Sentence-Patterns Assisted by PowerPoint Presentations
: The first lesson of learning Japanese without a “subject”

YAMAMOTO, Yoshino

Abstruct

The learner of Japanese, who has finished the basic level will often encounter
the situation in which they are unable to communicate with Japanese outside of the
classroom. Is it possible to narrow the gap between them?

(1) watashi wa tanaka desu.
(2) tanaka desu.

Both can be translated as “I am Tanaka”. Sentences like (1) are often seen in
the first lesson of Japanese texthook although a sentence like (2) is normally used
when Japanese people introduce themselves. This is because we have been credulous
enough to believe that Japanese language has a “subject” as is the case with Indo-
European languages. Many scholars have pointed out that Japanese language may not
include a “subject”.

Too much belief in “subject” occurs two types of problems for the acquisition of
communicating skill. First, it makes more difficult for learners to comprehend the
normal conversations between Japanese native speakers. Once the learner has the
concept that the Japanese language uses“subjects”, it is difficult to grasp the concept
of creating a sentence without a“subjects”. They always try to look for the“subject”
in Japanese sentences, even if they never find them. The second problem is
expressions regarding politeness and formality. “You” is an English term that has no
counterpart in Japanese. It is often translated into anata and misused. This causes
problems because in Japanese culture anata is mainly used from person of higher
ranking to lower.

This paper reports the first lesson of learning sentence patterns assisted by
PowerPoint presentations. I take up the position that Japanese sentences do not
necessarily have to include a “subject”. Therefore I plan to introduce the first lesson
by teaching noun based sentences without a “subject”. Visual aid of PowerPoint
illustrations and animations facilitate the understanding that Japanese sentence can
exist without a “subject”.

(University of the Ryukyus)



