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SomeAspectsofSteinbeck，sNatureWriting：

ＡＲｅａｄｉｎｇｏｆｍｅＬｏ９ｶｍ〃ｔｈｅＳＣａｏノＣＯ７ｔｅｚ

KozenNakEnchi

DespitethefactthatJohnSteinbeck1swritingaboundsinsomekey

conceptsofnaturewritingandthat’１senseofplacei，suffusesmostof

hisfictionandnonfictionwriting，ｈｉｓｎａｍｅａｎｄｗｏｒｋｈａｖｅｎｏｔｂｅｅｎ

ｍｅｎｔｉonedinabrand-newareaofliterarycriticism，ｓｏcalled”eco‐

criticism､ｍｌｄｏｎｏｔｐｒｏｐｏｓｅthathisworkshouldbediscussedinlight

of,,deepecology1，orenvironmentalliterature・Iamsimplysuggesting

that1,senseofplace,0,whichisreallythemostimportantkeyconceptof

naturewritingandenvironmentalliterature，playsacrucialrolein

Steinbeck'sfictionandnonfictionwriti､9．Therefore，inthisessay，I

amgoingtodiscussSteinbeck'ｓｓｅｎｓｅｏｆｐｌａｃｅｆｏｕｎｄｈｅｒｅａｎｄｔｈｅｒｅｉｎ

ｍｈｅＬｏｇかｏｍｔｈｅＳｅａｑ／Cortez，particularlyinthedescriptionof

marineinvertebratesinthetidepoolsof，andMexicanlndiansonthe

desertedshorelinesoftheSeaofCortez・

AsRichardAstropointsoutinhiscriticalessay，，OFromthe

TidepooltotheStar：Steinbeck1sSenseofPlace,W1SteinbeckwsⅢOsenseof

place'１shouldbeexploredmoredeeply、Hecontendsthatmwehave

reallysaidverylittleabouttheimportanceof［Steinbeckos］senseof

place；certainlywehaverarelymovedbeyondgeneralstatementsabout

hisloveforthelandscapeandhisnativeCaliforniai，(6)．Thisremark

wasmadeaquartercenturyagoSincethen，therehavebeenmany

substantialessaysonSteinbeck，sbiologicalandecologicalperspective，

ｂｕｔｖｅｒｙｆｅｗｏｎｈｉｓｓｅｎｓｅｏｆｐｌａｃｅａｓａthemeitselfBydeepeningour
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senseofplace剛andexploringofSteinbeck1ssensｅｏｆｐｌａｃｅ，wemay
OO

approachthecoreconceptofSteinbeck0s”non-teleologicalbreakthrough.、

MycontentionisthatSteinbeckossenseofplaceisthemostsignificant

keyconcepttounderstandhisecologicalperspectiveandmnon‐

teleologicalbreakthroughW,position

Tobeginwith，ｗｈａｔｉｓａｓｅｎｓｅｏｆｐｌａｃｅ？Howwouldwebuilda

senseofplace？Ａｎｄｈｏｗｗｏｕｌｄｗｅｇａｉｎａｓｅｎｓｅｏｆｐｌａｃｅ？Iwouldlike

totakeadvantageofGarySnyder'scomparativelyrecentutteranceson

thetopicfromhisunpublishedwriting，ⅢGarySnyderlnterview：Sense

ofPlace､０，１ｎｔheinterview，herespondsasfollows：

…Ｔｏｓｔａｒｔｓｏｒｔｏｆａｔｔｈｅｒｅｖｅｒｓｅｅｎｄｏｆｉｔ,ｒｄｓａｙ,10Ｗｅｆｅｅｌ

ｔｈａｔａｐｉｅｃｅ［of］writinghasasenseofplace.ⅧＩｆｉｔｓｅｅｍｓ

ｔｏｕｓｔｏｒｉｃｈｌｙｉｎｖｏｋｅａｎａtmosphere，sounds，smells，the

realityofalandscape,therealityofanaturalenvironment…

ａｌｌｏｆｔｈｏｓｅｔｈｉｎｇｓｔｈａｔｍａｋｅｕｐｓｅｎｓoryqualitiesthat

bringaplacetｏｍｉｎｄｗｉｌｌｂｅｗｈａｔｗｅｔｈｉｎｋｏｆｗｈｅｎｗｅ

ｗｒｉｔｅａｓａｓｅｎｓｅｏｆｐｌａｃｅ．（SnyderIsunpublishedwriting）

Ｈｅｃｏｎｔｉｎｕｅｓｔｏｓａｙｔｈａｔ”[a］personwhoknowstheplacewellwill

bemorecriticalandwillsay，well，ｔｈｉｓｉｓｇｏｏｄｂｕｔｉｔｄｏｅｓｎｏｔｇｏｖｅｒｙ

deep.ⅢToknowaplacewellisnotsatisfactCry，Ｗｅａｒｅｒｅｑｕｉｒｅｄｔｏ

ｂｕｉｌｄａｓｅｎｓｅｏｆｐｌａｃｅｉｎｏｒｄｅｒｔｏｇｅｔｒｉｄｏｆｏｕｒｓｈａｌｌｏｗsenseofplace、

Snyder0sresponsetothesecondquestionisthat”anotherwaywillbe

thatwhichcomesfromapersonwhoisfullyacquainteｄａｎｄｈａｓｌｉｖｅｄ

ｉｎａｐｌａｃｅｆｏｒｍａｎｙｙｅａrsthattheyjustnaturallyspeakfromit

withoutevenbeingconsciousoｆｉｔ.”Furthermore，ｈｅｐｏｉｎｔｓｏｕｔｔｈａｔ

"[T]hethirdway，thatisinterestingtous，ｉｓｈｏｗｗｅａｒｅｇｏｉｎｇｔｏ

ｄｅｌｉｂeratelybuildasenseofplace，deliberatelydeepenonesownsense
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ｏｆplace・Andthatwillcallforgettingaclearsenseofallthe

detailsiⅢ(Snyder)．Snyder，sdefinitionofasenseofplacedeepｅｎｓｏｕｒ

ｏｗｎｓｅｎｓｅｏｆｐｌａｃｅａｎｄｇｉｖｅｓｕssomecuesforunderstandingSteinbeck0s

treatmentofthemarineinvertebratesandtheMexicanlndiansｉｎＴｈｅ

Ｌｏｇ伽ｍｔｈｅＳｅａｑ／Cbrtez．

HereweimmediatelyrecognizethesimilaritybetweenSnyder0s

definitionof1Wsenseofplace伽andSteinbeck，sorRicketts0sconceptof

wnon-teleologicalbreakthrough.ⅢＩｎＴ/ｉｅＬｏｇか０，ｔ/ｔｅＳｅＱｑ／Cbrtez，

closeobservationsarefbllowedbynon-teleologicalbreakthroughMany

Steinbeckscholarsandcriticshavealreadymadesimilarobservations

onthisnonfictionｗｒｉｔｍｇ１ｓｆｏｒｍ・AsJosephFontenrosepointsout，

amongothers，wnearlyeverychaptercanbedivideｄｉｎｔｏｔｗｏｐａｒｔｓ，

narrativeeventsandreflectionsuponthem0’（86)．Moreover1Frederick

Bracherobservesinhisessay，，iSteinbeckandtheBiologicalViewｏｆ

Ｍａｎ,Ⅲｔｈａｔ［i]tsformpreservestherhythmofthevoyage-feverish

collectionandpreservationofspecimens，followedbyperiodsofleisurely

taｌｋａｓｔｈｅｂｏａｔｇｏｅｓｔｏａｎｅｗｓｔａｔｉｏｎⅢ（183)．ＡｓｆｏｒｔｈｅｆｏｒｍⅡweare

finallypersuadedcompletelｙｂｙＢｅｔｔｙＬ，Perezinhersuperbessay，

OTheFormoftheNarrativeSectionｏｆＳｅａｏｆＣｏｒｔｅｚ：ASpecimen

CollectedfromReality・wPerezarguesasfollows：

Nocriticalattention…hasbeendirectedtowardthepatterｎ

ｏｆＳｂａｑ／COrtez、Approachedasaself-contamedwork,Ｓｅａ

q／Cbrtezexhibitsthepatternwhich1inthiscase,takesthe

formofaheroisquest，manifestasajourneyintoboth

physicalandpsychicunknownsmquestofknowledge-

knowledgeaboutmarineanimals，ｔｏｂｅｓｕｒｅ，butalsoabout

themindandfeelingsｏｆｍａｎ．（39）
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ltisinterestingtoseethatPerezisargumentisverysimilarto

Snyder1spresentationofthecoreconceptofnaturewritingBothof

themregardcloseobservationsasthefirststeptoanunderstandingof

natureitselfAndthentheobserversarerequiredtodeliberately

deepentheiｒｏｗｎｓｅｎｓｅｏｆｐｌａｃｅＡmicrocosm-macrocosmpatternof

thinkingleadstheobserverstowaclearsenseofallthedetails､mAs

Perezobserves，,,[t]heholisticconceptofinterrelatedunitsforminga

wholewithgreatersignificancethanthesumofitspartsdescribesthe

book，ｓｆｏｒｍａｓｗｅｌｌａｓｔｈｅｖｉｅｗｏｆｎａｔｕｒｅｐｒesented”（40)．Withthese

argumentsinmind,ｌｅｔｕｓｇｏｉｎｔｏＴｿｉｅＬｏｇ方ｏｍｔｈｅＳｅＱｑ／Cortea

realizinghowSteinbeckdescribesmarineanimalsandMexicanlndians

iniL

Asstatedabove，Steinbeck1sholisticandecologiｃａｌｗａｙｏｆｔｈｉｎｋｍｇ

ｔａｋｅｓｕｓｔｏｔｈｅｐｌａcewhereActualitiesandtheImaginativefaculty

meet．WewillnaturallyfollowSteinbeck，sthinkingprocess：ｔｈｅ

'１microcosm-macrocosmpattern，,ｏｆthinking・Thus,”[i]ｔｉｓａｄｖｉｓａｂｌｅｔｏ

ｌｏｏｋｆｒｏｍｔｈｅｔｉｄｅｐｏｏｌｔｏｔｈｅｓｔａｒｓａｎｄｔｈｅｎｂａｃｋｔｏｔｈｅｔidepool

againo,（ＴｈｅLog,179)．

Ｉ、''1ntroductiono'ｔｏｍｈｅＬＱｇ力ｏｍｔ/ｔｅＳｍｑ／Oort〃,wesooncome

acrossthebook，sformandpattern・Steinbeckexpressesthemlikethis；

UWewantedtoseeeverythingoureyeswouldaccommodate，ｔｏｔｈｉｎｋ

ｗｈａｔｗｅｃｏｕｌｄ，ａｎｄｏｕｔｏｆｏｕｒｓｅｅｉｎｇａｎｄｔｈｉｎｋｉｎｇ，ｔｏｂｕｉｌｄｓｏｍｅｋｉｎｄ

ｏｆｓｔｒｕｃｔｕｒｅｉｎｍｏdeledimitationoftheobservedreality'，（1-2)．

SteinbeckandRickettswantedtoobservethemarineinvertebratesof

thelittoralcloselyandinlightofawiderperspectiveatthesametime・

Andtheywantedtograspalivingrealitythereand”let［it］crawlI，

(Cﾋｴ几兀erYyRoLu，７）ｉｎｔｏｔｈｅｉｒｂｏｏｋｂｙｉｔｓｅｌｆＳｏ１ｗｅａｒｅｉｎtroducedto

manyseaanimalsindetailandprovidedwithabiologicaLecological,

andholisticperspective、Thiskindofwritingis，surely，callednature
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writing，LetuslookatSteinbeckWsdescriptionofcormorants1bad

mannersinCapeSanLucasforinstance．

[TheCormorants］arethefliesinaperfectecological

ointment，Thecannerycanstuna；theentrailsandcuttings

ofthetunａａｒｅｔｈｒｏｗｎｉｎｔｏｔｈｅｗａｔｅｒｆｒｏｍｔｈｅｅndofthe

pier・Thisrefusebringsinschoolsofsmallfishwhichare

nettedandusedforbaittocatchtuna・Ｔｈｉｓclosedand

tightcircleisinterferedwithbythecormorants，ｗｈｏｔｒｙ

ｔｏｇｅｔａｔｔｈｅｂａｉｔ－ｆｉｓｈＴｈｅｙｄiveandcatchfish，butalso

theydrivetheschoolsawayｆｒｏｍｔｈｅｐｉｅｒｏｕｔｏｆｅａｓｙ

ｒｅａｃｈｏｆｔｈｅbaitmenThustheyareconsideredinterlopers，

radicals，subversiveforcesagamsttheperfectandGod-set

balanceonCapeSanLucas．（48）

DoesSteinbeckreallythinkthatthecormorantsarefliesina

perfectecologicalointment？ThispassagesoundsironicaLThe

cormorantsarefliesfromaman-centeｒｅｄｐｏｉｎｔｏｆｖｉｅｗ，ｔｏｂｅｓｕｒａｂｕｔ

ｉｆｙｏｕｌｏｏｋ１'throughanotherpeepholeo1（CQmzemRouﾉ,６)）wefindthat

theyarealsodesperatelystrugglingfOrsurvival、Whatisthemost

importantthinghereisSteinbeckosvividdescriptionｏｆｔｈｅｓｃｅｎｅａｓａ

ｗｈｏｌｅ・Theecologically-mindedSteinbeckwatchesthescenecloselyand

reportsitinamicrocosm-macrocosmpatternofthinking・This，surely，

couldbeconsideredonetypicalexampleofnaturewriting・

AnotherexampleisfoundwhentheWesternFlyerhassailednorth

andfoundanchorageonthenorthernendofCoronadolslandAfter

collectingseａａｎｉｍａｌｓｏｎａｒｅｅｆ，Steinbeckreflectsonthepeculiar

distributionoftheseaanimalsinthisarea：
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Thereisanobservablegeographicdifferentialinthefauna

oftheGulf，ＴｈｅＣａｐｅＳａｎＬｕｃａｓ－ＬａＰａｚａｒｅａｉｓｓｔｒongly

Panamic，Manywarm-watermollusksandcrustａｃｅａｎｓａｒｅ

ｎｏｔｋｎｏｗｎｔｏｏｃｃｕｒｉｎｎｕｍｂｅｒｓｎｏｒｔｈｏｆＬａＰａｚ，ａｎｄｓｏｍｅ

ｎｏｔｅｖｅｎｎｏｒｔｈｏｆＣａｐｅＳａｎＬｕｃａｓ、Buttheregionnorth

ofSantaRosalia，ａｎｄｅｖｅｎｏfPuertoEscondido，ｉｓｋｎｏｗｎ

ｔｏｂｅｉｎｈａｂｉｔｅｄｂｙｍａｎｙｃｏｌd-wateranimals,…These

animalsareapparentlytrappｅｄｉｎａｂｌｉｎｄａｌｌｅｙｗｉｔｈｎｏ

ｍｅｍｂｅｒｓｏｆｔｈｅｉｒｋｉｎｄｔｏｔｈｅｓｏｕｔｈｏｆｔｈｅｍ．（146）

Ｈｅｒｅagain，weareawarethatSteinbeckobservestheseaanimals

inamicrocosm-macrocosmpatternofthinking，recordingtheliving

realityfromanecologicalandholisticperspective、

ＴｈｅｓａｍｅｉｓｔｒｕｅｏｆｔｈｅｄｅｓｃｒｉｐｔｉｏｎｏfMexicanIndiansinTheLog

かｏｍｔｈｅＳｅａｑ／Cortez、Steinbeckdescribesthemrealisticallyandat

thesametimeideally，Hehasadoubleperspectiveinthathelooksat

seaanimalsandMexicanlndiansnon-teleologicallyononehandand

reflectsonthemlater，breakingthroughtoaholisticconceptofthe

globalecosystem・

AsLouisOwensobserves，Steinbeck1sMexicanlndiansmightｂｅ

１，purelysymbols，walkingshadowsillustratingthekindofintuitive，

nonrationalstatehe［Steinbeck］andRickettscelebrateintheLog,

(58)．Thisobservationis，ofcourse1legitimate，butifwediscuss

Steinbeck'swayofdescribingtheMexicanlndians1livingreality，

anotherpicturewillcometoourmindSteinbeckhimselfdescribesas

follows：

[Indians］seemedtoliveonrememberedthings，ｔｏｂｅｓｏ

ｒｅｌａｔｅｄｔｏｔｈｅｓｅａｓｈｏｒｅａｎｄｔhｅｒｏｃｋｙｈｉｌｌｓａｎｄｔｈｅ
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lonelinessthattheyarethesethinｇｓＴｏａｓｋａｂｏｕｔｔｈｅ

ｃｏｕｎｔｒｙｉｓｌｉｋｅａｓkingaboutthemselves．！，Ｈｏｗｍａｎｙｔｏｅｓ

ｈａｖｅｙｏｕ？’What，toes？LetDssee-ofcourse，ｔｅｎｌｈａｖｅ

ｋｎｏｗｎｔｈｅｍａｌｌｍｙｌｉｆｅ，Ineverthoughttocountthem・

Ofcourseitwillraintonight，Ｉｄｏｎｏｔｋｎｏｗｗｈｙ,

somethingｉｎｍｅｔｅｌｌｓｌｗｉｌｌｒａｉｎｔｏｎｉｇht・Ofcourse，Ｉａｍ

ｔｈｅｗｈｏｌｅｔｈｉｎｇ，ｎｏｗｔｈａｔｌｔｈｉｎｋａｂｏｕｔｉｔ・Ioughtto

knowwhenlwillrain.“（ＴﾉieLOg,６３）

ThispassageisquotedanddiscussedbySusanShillinglawinher

essay，wSteinbeckandEthnicity・伽Imainlyagreewithherobservation

oftheMexicanlndians，ｂｕｔｍｙｅｍｐｈａｓｉｓｈｅｒｅｉｓａｌｉｔｔｌｅｂｉｔｄifferent

fromhers・Ihavepickedupthequotedpassagetoilluminate

SteinbeckWsdeliberatelydeepenedsenseofplace，ｏｒ，Otranscendent11sense

ofplace・Withanecologicalandholisticperspectiveinmind，Steinbeck

reflectstheMexicanlndians1wayoflifelnSteinbeck'ｓvision，the

Mexicanlndiansknowthelandindetail，sotheyareaccustomedto

living’'non-teleologically”ａｎｄｆｉｎａｌｌｙｓｅｅｍｔｏｂreakthroughtoan

understandingofthewhole、Theymustrecognizethattheyareapart

oftheWhole．Ｉmean，ｉｎｔｈｉｓｃａｓｅ，somethinginthemtellsthat1，they
willrain､'＠

WhileSteinbeckcelebratestheMexｉｃａｎｌｎｄｉａｎｓｏｗａｙｏｆｌｉｆｅｉｎＴｈｅ

ＬＱｇかｏｍｔｈｅＳｅａｑ／Cortez,hepenetratestheirpovertyandpain．As

Shillinglawobserves，，,Steinbeckis…assensitivetothelndians1economic

andsocialplightasheisfascinatedbytheirspiritualism，holism，and

zestⅡ（49)．Ｉｎｆａｃｔ,Steinbeckexpressesthefollowing：

ＩｔｉｓｓａｉｄｓｏｏｆｔｅｎａｎｄｉｎｓｕｃｈｉｇｎｏｒａncethatMexicansare

contented，happypeople． ‘wTheydon'twantanything.”
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This，ｏｆcourse，isnotadescriptionofthehappinessof

Mexicans，butoftheunhappinessofthepersonwhosays

iLForAmericans，andprobablyallnorthernpeoples，

ａｒｅａｌｌｍａｓｓｅｓｏｆｗａｎｔｓｇｒｏｗｉｎｇｏｕｔｏfinnerinsecurity，

Ｔｈｅｇｒｅａｔｄｒｉｖｅｏｆｏｕｒｐｅｏｐｌｅｓｔｅｍｓｆrominsecurity．（The

Log81）

NeverthelesaSteinbeck1sstancetowardtheMexicanlndiansis

basicallynon-teleologicaLHeistryingtodescribetheMexicanlndians

astheyareAfteralongreflectionontheMexicanlndians1

，Utranscendent1，senseofplace,heconcludes:，![w]edonotknowwhether

Mexicansarehappierthanwe；ｉtisprobablythattheyareexactlyas

happy・However，ｗｅｄｏｋｎｏｗｔｈａｔｔｈｅｃｈａｎｎｅｌｓｏｆｔｈｅｉｒhappinessor

unhappinessaredifferentfromours，ｊｕｓｔａｓｔｈｅｉｒｔｉｍｅｓｅｎｓｅｉｓ

different・Wecaninvadeneither，ｂｕｔｉｔｉｓｓｏｍｅｇａｉｎｓｉｍｐｌｙｔｏｋｎｏｗ

ｔｈａｔｉｔｉｓｓｏ'１（ＴｈｅLog,８３)．OnapassageinChapterSixteenofT/te

Logwheretheygointothemtremendousanddesolatestonemountains叩

withsomeMexicanlndiansforo1borego1ihunting，Steinbeckmakesan

acuteobservationoftheMexicanlndiansasfollows：

WehavenoticedmanytimeshowlightlyMexicanlndians

sleepOfteninthｅｎｉｇｈｔｔｈｅｙａｗａｋｅｎｔｏｓｍｏｋｅａｃｉｇａｒｅtte

andtalksoftlytogetherforawhile，andthengotosleep

againratherlikerestlessbirds，whichsingalittleinthe

dark，dreamingthatitisalreadyday・Ｈａｌｆａｄｏｚｅｎｔｉｍｅｓ

ａｎｉｇｈｔｔｈｅｙｍａｙａｗakenthus，ａｎｄｉｔｉｓｐｌｅａｓａｎｔｔｏｈｅａｒ

ｔｈｅｍ，fortheytalkveryquietlyasthoughtheywere

dreaming．（134-35）
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Really，，iSteinbeck1sbook［TﾉｔｅＬｏｇかｏｍｔﾉｔｅＳｂｑｑ／Cbrtez］ｉｓ,１，ａｓ

Ｍｒ、ａｎｄMrs，Gladsteinintheircriticalessaypointout，，ifullof

expressionsofadmirationforthepeopleheencounteredintheｓｍａｌｌ

coastalvillageoftheSeaofCortez.ⅢAlthoughthebookissuffused

withadmirationfortheMexicanlndians，Steinbecktrieshardmnotto

sentimentalizethemo,（168)．

We1thereaders，ｆｉｎｄｓｏｍｅｅｘａｍｐｌｅｓｏｆｓｏｃｉａｌａｎｄｅｃｏnomic

criticismofthelifestyleofnorthernAmericansSteinbeckmakeｓｉｎＴｈｅ

ＬＯｇ／ｍｍｔｈｅＳｂａｑ／COrtez・Ｗｅｃａｎｒｅａｄｉｔａｓａｔｅｘｔｏｆｎａｔｕｒｅ

ｗｒｉｔing、Withanecologicalandholisticperspectiveinmind1weeasily

recognizethatSteinbeckcontraststhenorthernpeopleisman-centered

anddestructivewayoflifewiththatoftheMexicanlndianswhoare

closelymterconnectedtonaturearoundthem、Ｌｅｔｕｓｔａｋｅｏｎｅｅｘａｍｐｌｅ，

amongothers，ｆｒｏｍＣｈａｐｔｅｒｌＯｏｆＴｈｅＬｏｇ：

Andperhapswhenthatoccurs-whenourspecies

progressestowardextinctionormarchesintotheforehead

ofGod-therewillbecertaindegenerategroupsleftbehind，

say，thelndiansofLowerCalifornia，ｉｎｔｈｅｓｈａｄｏｗｓｏｆｔｈｅ

ｒｏｃｋｓｏｒｓｉｔｔｉｎgmotionlessinthedugoutcanoes・Ｔｈｅｙ

ｍａｙｒｅｍａｉｎｔｏｓｕｎｔｈｅｍｓelves，toeatandstarveandsleep

andreproduce、Ｎｏｗｔｈｅｙｈａｖｅｍａｎｙｌｅｇｅｎｄｓａｓｈａｚｙａｎd

magicalasthemiragePerhapsthentheywillhave

anotherconcerningagreatandgodlikeracethatflewaway

infour-motoredbomberstotheaccompanimentof

explodingbombs，ｔｈｅｖｏｉｃｅｏｆＧｏｄｃａｌｌｉｎｇｔｈｅｍｈｏｍｅ．（74-

75）
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Perhapscivilizedhumanbeingswillcontinuetomakeanamazingly

unbelievableprogressinspacetechnologyorbiotechnologyinthenear

future，andlamafraidthattheMexicanIndianswillhaveⅡanother

legendi,concerningtheman-centeredandgodlikehumanrace、Astro

observesthatSteinbeck‘，condemnedthemzm-centeredattitudetoward

theenvironmentfosteredbytheJudeo-Christianethicinwhich

everythinginnatureexistssoleｌｙｔｏｓｅｒｖｅｍａｎ．！，Hecontinuesto

pointsout：

Ｈｅ［Steinbeck］ｒｅｐｌａｃｅｄｉｔｗｉｔｈｓｏｍｅｖｅｒｙｓｉｍｐｌｅｎｏtions

aboutmansrelationshipwithhisplacewhichare

recognizedbypreliteratepeoples（ｓｕｃｈａｓｔｈｅＩｎｄｉａｎｓｏｆ

ｔｈｅＳｅａｏｆＣｏｒｔez）ａｎｄａｒｅｉｍｐｌｉｃｉｔｍｔｈｅｂｅｈａｂｉｏｒｏｆｅｖen

thesimplestformsofanimallife．（８）

NowtoconcludeIhavediscussedSteinbeckosecologicalperspective

inwhichheobservesandreportsMexicanlndiansontheshorelinesand

marineanimalsinthetidepoolsoftheSeaofCortez，Ihavepointed

outthattheecologically-mindedSteinbeckdepictsthelifeofthe

Mexicanlndiansandthatｏｆthemarineanimalsmicrocosmicallyand

non-teleologically，ａｎｄthat，ａｔｔｈｅｓａｍｅｔｉｍｅ，heisconsciousofthe

interconnectednessofeverything、Ｗｈａｔｌｈａｖｅｂｅｅｎｔｒｙｉｎｇｔｏｄｏｉｎ

ｔｈｉｓｅssayistocombineSteinbeck1snon-teleologicalthinkingand

breakingthroughconceptwith”ａｓｅｎｓｅｏｆｐｌａｃｅ１’whichisthecore

conceptofnaturewritin９．SnyderWsdefinitionofmasenseofplaceo，

provideｄｍｅｗｉｔｈｔｈｅｉｄｅａｏｆｅｘｐｌｏｒｉｎｇＴ/ｉｅＬＱｇかｏｍｔｈｅＳｍｑ/・COrtez

inlightofnaturewriting，asenseofplace'１ｉｎparticular，
II

ThusSteinbeckandwe，ｔｈｅｒｅａｄｅｒｓｏｆＴ/ieLog，goaboardthe

WesternFlyer，participatingi、livinginthebio-regionoftheGulfｏｆ
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Californiaandkeyinginto''agiganticwhole,'1whilewearereadingthe

book、Ｗｅｌｏｏｋｉｎｔｏａｔｉｄｅｐｏｏｌａｓｉｔｉｓ，ａｎｄｒｅｆｌｅｃｔｕｐｏｎｉｔｗｉｔｈａｎｅｗ

ｓｅｎｓｅｏfplace；thatisa10transcendent”senseofplace・Andwebreak

throughvariousphenomenatoacomprehensionoftheWhole；weare

interconnectedtoeverythingaroundus、AsSnyderpointsout，Ｍｗｅａｒｅ

[now］goingtodeliberatelybuildasenseofplace，deliberatelydeepen

[our］ｏｗｎｓｅｎｓｅｏｆｐｌａｃｅ.”JustasStembeckandRickettsgointothe

SeaofCortezwithadeliberatelydeepenedsenseofplaceandbringｂａｃｋ

'0thelivingrealityw,ｆｒｏｍthere，ｓｏｗｅａｌｓｏｇｒａｓpMthelivingreality'，

fromthebookwithadeliberatelydeepenedsenseofplace・ＴｈｅＬｏｇ

/ｒｏｍｔﾉｔｅＳｍｑ／ＣｂｒＺｅｚｉｓｒｅａｌｌｙｓｕｃｈａｂｏｏｋａｓｔｏｍａｋereadersevoke

anewsenseofplace．
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『コルテスの海航海日誌』を読む：

スタインベックのネイチャーライティング的側面

論文要旨

JohnSteinbeckの作品にはネイチャーライティング的側面があり「場所の

感覚」が瀧っているにもかかわらず、最新の文学批評の領域である１１eco-

criticismi'の出版物のなかでは彼の名前や作品への言及がほとんど見られない。

本稿では、Steinbeckの作品が「環境文学」の観点から論じられるべきだと主

張するのではなく、ネイチャーライティングの中核概念としての「場所の感覚」

が彼の作品、特に『コルテスの海航海日誌』の中で重要な役割を果たしている

ことに着目し、この「場所の感覚」とSteinbeck批評で議論されている”non‐

teleologicalbreakingthrough,'概念には類似した世界観・宇宙観があるこ

とを議論し、その認識に立脚して作品の読みを試みる。Steinbeckの研究者

RichardAstroが彼の論文，iFromtheTidepooltotheStar：SteinbeckIs

SenseofPlace”の中で指摘しているように、確かにSteinbeckの「場所の感

覚」についてはもっと研究を深める必要がある。そこで本稿でのわたしの主な

る関心は、Steinbeckのノンフィクション作品の一つである『コルテスの海航

海日誌』に穣っている「場所の感覚」に焦点を当てることにある。特に、コル

テスの海（またはカリフォルニア湾）の潮間帯に生息する海洋無脊椎動物やそ

この沿岸で生活するメキシカン・インディアンたちが描写されている場面を取

り上げて論述する。そして最後に、Steinbeckが「場所の感覚」と詳細な観察

及び描写に基づいて、すべてのものは互いに連結しているのだということへの

理解、つまりⅢadeepthing1'へのⅢｉｎon-teleologicalbreakingthrough〃に

到る過程をどのように『コルテスの海航海日誌」に埋め込んでいるかというこ

とについて考察する。
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