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Native cicadellids (Hemiptera: Cicadellidae) form Society Islands

Jerome N. Petit1, Julie Grandgirard1 and Neil Davies1

'Richard B. Gump South Pacific Research Station, University of California. Berkeley, BP 244, 98728 Moorea,

French Polynesia,

In collaboration with the Service of Rural Development of French Polynesia (Convention # 4.0328)

(Service du De"veloppement Rural, BP 100, 98713 Papeete, Tahiti, French Polynesia)

In 2004, a classical biocontrol program against Homalodisca vitripennis Germar

(Hemiptera: Cicadellidae) was conducting in French Polynesia, using the egg mymarid

parasitoid Gonatocerus ashmeadi Girault (Hymenoptera: Mymaridae). An inventory of native

cicadellids from French Polynesia has been achieved to assess the parasitoid potential risk of

attack on non-targeted fauna. Approximately 24 species of cicadellids from 12 genera have

been collected in Society Islands. None of those species belong to the host range of the

parasitoid G Ashmeadi. Then, G. ashmeadi poses negligible risk to native cicadellids from

Society Islands.


