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Bayesian Analysis of the Expectations Hypothesis
for the Japanese Term Structure of Interest Rates

with Multiple Structural Breaks

Katsuhiro Sugita

Abstract

This paper investigates the expectations hypothesis for the Japanese

term structure of interest rates using vector error correction models with

multiple structural breaks, focusing on how the breaks affect volatility, risk

premium and speed of the adjustment toward the equilibrium. Using 1985­

2005 data, we find strong evidence of three structural changes. After the

second break point, the term structure relationship is found to be weakened

with nearly zero percent short-term interest rate. This finding is consistent

with the expectations hypothesis since with very low short-term interest

rate the risk premium is dominant in determining long rates.

Key words: Term structure; Structural break; Cointegration; Bayesian

inference; Gibbs sampling; Bayes factor;
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1 Introduction

This paper investigates the expectations hypothesis for the Japanese term structure

of interest rates using vector error correction models with multiple structural breaks

in deterministic terms, adjustment terms, risk premium and covariance-variance

matrices. The term structure of interest rates implies a stable relationship between

interest rates with different maturities. This stable relationship would not be

maintained when the short rate is successively close to zero percent because with

lower short-term rate the spread between the two different rates approaches the risk

premium and contains less information to account for the future long-term rates

(Nagayasu, 2004). We provide a simple methodology for empirical evidence of the

expectations hypothesis using co-integrated VAR models with multiple structural

breaks.

This paper applies a Bayesian approach to analyze a vector error correction

model for the Japanese term structure model, extending Wang and Zivot's (2000)

method for detecting multiple breaks in univariate models as a problem of model

selection. The Bayesian method with Markov chain Monte Carlo simulation

technique makes testing for and estimating of multiple structural breaks in

cointegration models technically simpler. Furthermore, the Bayesian method provides

useful posterior information such as posterior density and uncertainty in the

location of the break points rather than just point estimation. While Bai et ale

(1998) proposed a method for constructing confidence intervals for the date of a

single break in a classical framework, the Bayesian method provides HPDls (highest

posterior density interval) for the dates of multiple breaks.

This paper is organized as follows. Section 2 discusses the expectations hypothesis

for the term structure of the interest rate, and reviews briefiy movement of the

Japanese interest rates. Modeling and its estimation method are presented in Section

3. Results of the empirical estimation for the Japanese term structure are reported

in Section 4. Section 5 concludes. All computation in this article was performed

using Ox v3.40 for Linux (Doornik, 2001).

2 A Time Series Model with Multiple Structural Breaks in a Co-integrated
VAR Model

2.1 The Expectations Hypothesis

The expectations hypothesis for the term structure of the interest rates states that

the I-period interest rate is equal to the weighted average of the expected one period

return plus a risk premium. For an overview of the expectations hypothesis theory,

see Shiller (1990). Let rj.t be the yield to maturity for an I-period at time t, Lf,t be

the risk premium for an I-period at time t, then the hypothesis implies:
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that implies no cointegration when interest rates are low because the risk premium

is dominant in the yield spread between the two interest rates. We also found that

the volatility and the risk premium were affected by these three breaks.
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