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Introduction

Thispaperattemptstoanalyzetheforeignmedia'sperceptionof

theOkinawaissuesbetweenl995andl996，Wecloselyexaminedre‐

portsontheissuessuchas：therapecaseofal2-year-oldgirｌｂｙ

ｔｈｒｅｅＵＳ・servicemen，theOkinawanpeople，ｓｄｅｍａｎｄｆｏｒｔｈｅｒｅｖｉ－

ｓｉｏｎｏｆｔｈｅＳtatusofForcesAgreement（ＳＯＦＡ)，GovernorOta1sre-

fusaltosignlegaldocumentsthatwouldforceafewrecalcitrant

locallandlordｓｔｏｒｅ､ewtheirleasesonUSinstallations，therefer-

endumonthebasereductionwhichwasJapan，sfirstprefecture‐

llliroshiHosaka，Ｐｒｏ｢ｅｓｓｏｒｏ「theDepartmcntofSociologyandStｕｄｙ
ｏＩＭａｓｓＣｏｍｍｕｎｉｃａｔｉｏｎａｔＩｈｅＵniversityo「ｔｈｅＲｙｕｋｙｕｓ

２KiyomiMaedoma｢i，AdjunctFacultyo「theDepartmentolSociology
andSｌｕｄｙｏ「ＭａｓｓＣｏｍｍｕｎｉｃａｔｉｏｎａｔＣｎｉｖｅｒｓｉｔｙｏｆｔｈｅＲｙｕｋｙｕｓ
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AnAnalysisoftheCovorageofOkinawabyForeignMedia（保坂）

wideplebiscite，heldinSeptemberl996，andmattersrelatedtothe

UnitedStatesForcesJapan（ｕｓ.ｎJ.）

FollowingtherapeincidentinSeptemberl995，therewasextensive

coverageonOkinawa-relatedissuesbytheforeignmediabetween

l995andl996TheintensecoverageonOkinawaissueswasunprece‐

dentedexceptforthecoverageofthereversionofOkinawatoJapan

inｌ９７２ＴｈｅｆａｃｔｔｈａｔａｓｍａｎｙaslO3mediaineightcountriesre‐

portedontheOkinawaissuesbetweenl995andl996proveshow

shockingtｈｅｒａｐｅｃａｓｅｗａｓｔｏｍａｎｙｐｅｏｐｌｅｉｎｔｈｅworldWecan

alsoseetheunusualnaｔｕｒｅｏｆｔｈｅＵＳ・militarypresenceon

Okinawawhenviewedinaglobalcontext、

Intbispaper，ｗｅｆｏｃｕｓｅｄｏｎｔｈｅａｎａｌｙｓｉｓｏｆｐｒｉｎｔｍediaandex‐

cludedbroadcastmediabecauseofthelimitationofthenumberof

pages

Wedividedtheauthorshipofchapters、HiroshiHosakacomposed

chapterlandV,andKiyomiMaedomariwrotechapterⅡ,Ⅲ

Ⅳ，ａｎｄⅥ．

mDataCollection

Thisarticlereportsontheresultsobtainedbyprocessingacollec‐

tionofarticles，writteninEnglishandconcerningOkinawa-related

matters，thatappearedinvariousnewsmediabetweenSeptember

l995andSeptemberl996・English-languagepapersoriginatingin

Japanwereexcludedfromconsiderationbecausewewereinterested

ｉｎanalyzingtheforeignjournalists,perceptionsofOkinawaand

Okinawa-relatedissues；moreover，wewishedtoavoidincidentalin‐

clusionofspecificallyJapanese-influencedinterpretationthatmight

becharacteristicofJapanesenewspapersasthatmighｔａｆｆｅｃｔｔｈｅ

－１７２－



resultsofthisstudy・

ThecorpusofnewssamplesusedforthisresearchcompriseL667

articlesprintedorbroadcastbylO3media，includingnewswireserv-

ices，newspapers，andthelnternet，originatingfromatotalofeight

countries：ｔｈｅUnitedStates，theUnitedKingdom，France，Germany，

Russia，Canada，Ireland，ａｎｄSingapore、Mostofthesampleswere

downloadedfromthedatabaseLexis/NexisbetweenNovemberl995

andSeptemberl99aAdditionalsampleswerecollectedthroughthe

databaseoftheOkinawanGovernment、Becausedatacollectionwas

initiatedinNovemberl995withLexis/Nexis，articlesthatmayhave

appearedinSeptemberandOctoberl995werepossiblynotcollected・

ItistobeunderstoodⅢtherefore，thattheresearchandanalysisre‐

portedherewerecircumscTibedbythescopeofthedatacollectedas

indicated

Aftercollection，sampleswerecategorizedaccordinｇｔｏｍｅｄia

subjectmatter,typeofarticle,ａｎｄｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆｗｏｒｄｓ,andassembled

inadatabase・Theprincipalanalysisofthispapeｒｉｓｂａｓｅｄｏｎａｒ‐

ticlestakenfromtwonewswireServices，threedailynewspapers，

fourmagazines・Thissectionexaminesaspectsoftheirreporting・

Acontentanalysiswillbeperformedinthesubsequentsectionsof

thispaper，

Basedonthedatabaseofsamples，thefollowingtablesandfig-

ureswerecreated，andareanalyzedasexplainedbelow．

Ａ・AnalysesofFiguresandtables

ThenumberofarticlespeakedinSeptembｅｒｌ９９６ａｔ４１７、Asecon-

darypeakoccurredinMarchl996with259articles，followedbya

sustainedhighincidenceinAprill996，whichprovidedl78articles・

TheSeptemberl996peakisassociateｄｗｉｔｈｎｅｗｓｒｅｌａｔｅｄｔｏａｎｏｎ－

－１７３－
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bindingreferendumconcerningredｕｃｔｉｏｎｏｆｔｈｅｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆＵＳ

ｔｒｏｏｐｓｉｎＯkinawaThereferendumwasthefirstｅｖｅｒｔｏｂｅｈｅｌｄ

ａｍｏngthemunicipalitiesinJapanOf909,832eligiblevoters，

541,626participated：482,538（８９percent）calledforthereduction

andrealignmentoftheUSmilitarypresence；59,088（l1percent）

acceptedthestatusquo，Thevoterturnoutwas5953percent，which

wasapparentlylowerthanmanypeoplehadexpectedAccordingto

tｈｅＯｈｊＰＺＱｍｑＧｅ几dujshj，becausestrongsupportforthereferendum

camenotonlyfromwithinOkinawabutalsofrommainlandJapan，

therewasaheatedatmosphereinOkinawabeforethereferendum

ｗａｓｈｅｌｄ（Arasaki1228lTheamountofarticlesinSeptemberl996

seemstoFeflecttheintensityofthesituatioｎｉｎＯｋｉｎａｗａａｔｔｈａｔ

ｔｉｍｅ・

ＴｈｅｓｅcondarypeakwasinMarchwhentheNahaDistrictCourt

delivereditsverdictsandsentencmgforthethreeUS、servicemen

whorapedal2-year-oldgirlinSeptemberl995・Ｔhesentenceswere

asfollows：SevenyearseachforNavySeamanMarcusGi１１，２３，and

MarinePrivateRodricoHarpⅢ２１，ａｎｄｓｉｘａｎｄａｈａｉｆｙｅａｒｓｆｏｒＭａ－

ｒｉｎｅＰrivateKendrickLedet，２０．

AlsoinMarchtheNahaBranchoftheFukuokaHighCourtor-

deredGovernoｒＯｔａｏｆＯｋｉｎａｗａｔｏ“signthedocumentsnecessary

forthecompulsoryacquisitionoflandｓｆｏｒＵｓｅｂｙｔｈｅＵＳｍｉｌｉ‐

tary’，（OkinawaPrefecturalGovernmentl）Inotherwords，the

courtorderedthegovernortoprovidehissignatureontherenewal

oｆｌａｎｄｌｅａｓｅｓｆｏｒｔｈｅＵＳｂａｓｅｓ，thuscompellinghimtoserveas

proxyforlandlordswhowereunwillingtoprovidesignaturesHow-

ever，despitethecourtruling，ｔｈｅｇｏｖｅｍｏｒｄｉｄｎｏｔfollowthe

court，sorder，AsaconsequenceonMarch29，PrimeMinister

Hashimotohimselfsignedthelease・Ｔｈｅｔｒｉａｌｗａｓｄｅｓｃｒｉｂｅｄａｓａｎ

－１７５－
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"unprecedentedshowdownbetweenthecentralgovernmentandGov、

MasahideOta,，（ＡＰ）ａｎｄｉｔｗａｓｃｌｏｓｅｌｙｆｏｌｌｏｗｅｄｂｙｔｈｅmedia、

ＴｈｅｈｉｇｈｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆｎｅｗｓａｒｔｉｃｌｅｓｉｎＡprilreflecttheoccurrenceof

athiｒｄｐｅａｋｗｈｅｎｔｈｅｒｅｔｕｒｎｏｆＦｕｔｅｎｍａＡｉrStationwasannounced

priortoPresidentClinton，svisittoJapanPrimeMinister

HashimotoannouncedonAprill2thatthegovernmentsofthetwo

countrieshadreachedamagreementonthetotalreturnofFutenma

AirStation・ThereturnofFutenmaAirStation，whichislocated

inthemiddleofGinowan-citywithfifteenschoolsincloseproxim‐

ity，appearedtopresentasignificantadvancementtowardthereduc-

tioｎａｎｄｒｅａｌｉｇｎｍｅｎｔｏｆｔｈｅＵＳ・military・

AlsocontributingtotheAprill996peakwasthesustainedbattle

concerninglandleases，inparticulartheoppositionofana､ti-war

landownerwhopersistedinhisstanceagainstthecentralgover､‐

menhThepacifistlandownerShoichiChibana，whoseleaseexpired

onAprilLcontinuedtorefusetosignthelease・Althoughthecen-

tralgovernmenthadsubmittedtotheLandExpropriationCommit‐

teearequestfor“emergencyuse”ｏｆｔｈｅｌａｎｄ，thecommittee

rejectedtherequest・AsaresultⅢthecentralgovernmentwas“ille-

gallyoccupying'’ChibanaⅢslandaftertheleaseexpiration（Arasaki

219）

Thesefoureventsmentionedabovewerethemainfactorsinpro‐

ducingthelargenumberofarticles、Thesethreepeakstogetherpro‐

videatotalof854newsarticles，ｗｈｉｃｈｉｓ５１ｐｅｒｃｅｎｔｏｆｔｈｅｔｏｔａｌ

ｎｕｍｂerofarticlesdurmgthetwelve-monthperiodOnemaythere-

foreconcludethatOkinawa-relatedmatters，ｉｎparticulartheones

mdicatedabove，aresignificantnotonlywithinalocalframework

orperspectivebutalsowithinaglobalframe1asreflectedinthe

foreignmediaThatis，theproblemsconfrontingOkinawaｗｅｒｅ

－１７６－



alsoｍａｔｔｅｒｓｏｆｃｏｎｃｅｒｎｆｏｒｔｌ１ｅＵＳ.,southeastemAsiancountries，

andothers．

SeeTableLNumberofArticlesTabuｌａｔｅｄｂｙＴｙｐｅｏｆＭｅｄｉａ

ＦｒｏｍｔｈｅＴａｂｌｅＬｏｎｅｃａｎｓｅｅｔｈａｔｔｈｅｏｖｅｒｗｈｅｌｍｉｎｇｍajorityof

articleswereprovidedbythenewswireservices，followedbydaily

newspapersandthemtelevisionnetworks（intotal97８％)．Ofthe

totalofL667articles,thenewswireservicesissuedl,046（62.9per‐

cent)１thedailynewspapersissued385articles（23.2percentLand

televisioncontributedl95articles（11.7）percent・

Fromtheabovedata，ｏｎｅｃａｎｒｅｃｏｇｎｉｚｅｔｈｅｔｙｐｅｏｆｍｅｄｉａｔhatac-

countedforahighpercentageofOkinawa-relatedarticleswerethose

providedanimmediatesupplｙｏｆｎｅｗｓｔｏｔｈｅｐｕｂｌｉｃＴｈｅｔｉｍｅｌｉｎｅｓs

andimmediacyofnewsstoriescountshighlyforthosekindsof

mediacoｍｐａｒｅｄｔｏｏｔｈｅｒｍediasuchasweeklyormonthlymaga‐

zines，themajorityofwhosearticleswereanalysis-orientedThus，

thedatasuggestthatnewsonOkinawa-relatedmatterswereprinted

orbroadcastalmostimmediatelyaftereacheventorincidentoc-

curred

Moreover，thefactthatnewswireservicesdevotedsuchalarge

numberofarticlestoOkinawa-relatedmatterssuggeststhattｈｅｒｅ‐

portsmightwellhavebeentranslatedinmanylanguagesand

therebyconveyedtomanyothercountries・Basedonthisassump‐

tion，moreandmorepeopleinincreasinglywiderareaoutsideJapan

wereexposｅｄｔｏｒｅｐｏｒｔｓｏｆｎｅｗｓｗｉｒｅservicesabouttbeOkinawa‐

relatedmattersTherefore，ｉｔｃａｎｂｅｓｕｒｍｉｓｅｄｔｈａｔａｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆ

ｒｅadersandviewersthroughouttheworldwhowererecipientsof

newswireaccountsofOkinawarelated-mattersquiteprobablyac‐

ceptedthoseaccountsas“mattersoffacts,,andconsideredtheir

－１７７－
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informationtobeaccurateandreliable・However，ｉｔｉｓｉｍｐｏｒｔａｎｔ

ｔｏｎｏｔｅｔｈａｔＬｈｏｓｅａｃcountswerewrittenprincipallyaccordingto

foTeignjournalists,perceptionsofOkinawaandOkinawa-related

matters．

SeeTableLNumberofArticlesTabulatedbyType

FromTable2onecanseethatdominantnumberofarticles,95.6

percentoftotal，werewritteninnewsstyle、Asmentionedabove，

thisshowsthatnewsonOkinawa-relatedmatterswerequicklydis‐

seminatedthroughouttheworldFeaturestorieswithbackground

informationonOkinawaaccountforonly23articlesThesewere

writtenconstantlyfromOctoberl995throughAprill996・However，

noneappearedduringtheperiodofMaythroughAugustl996・One

possibleexplanationforthisiｓｔｈａｔｗｉｔｈｔｈｅａｍｏｕｎｃｅｍｅｎｔｏｆｔｈｅ

ｒｅturnofFutenmaAirStationinAprilⅡtheforeignjournalistsmay

haveconsideredthe“Okinawaproblem'，ｔｏｂｅｒｅｓｏｌｖｅｄｏｒｔｏｈａｖｅ

ｂｅｃｏｍｅａｍｏｏtissueandthereforemayhavedecidedthattherewas

nothingcontroversialtoinvestigateandcommentupon

Anotherinterestingpointisthattherewere30opinionsandlet‐

ｔｅｒｓｓｅｎｔｔｏｔｈｅｍｅｄｉａ，mainlytonewspapersThisnumbersuggests

thatreadersandviewerswhoreceivedtheinformationactuallycon‐

sideredthemattersrelatedtoOkinawa，andthemediareceivedfeed‐

ｂａｃｋｆｒｏｍｔｈｅｍ Ｔｈｉｓｓｈｏｗｓｔｈａｔｃｏｍｍｕnicationregarding

Okinawa-relatｅｄｉｓｓｕｅｓｗａｓｎｏｔｏｎｌｙｏｎｅｗａｙｂｕｔｗａｓalsorecipro‐

cal

SeeTable3：NumberofArticlesTabulatedbySubjectMatter

lnTable3，thesubjectmatterwhichoccupiedthelargestpercent‐

ageorarticles（４７percent）ｗａｓ“MattersrelatedtotheUnited
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StatesForcesJapan（ＵＳＦ.』.）ｏｎOkinawa,”ｆｏｌｌｏｗｅｄｂｙ２１､８per‐

centconcernedwiththe“Rapeofal2-year-oldo',ａｎｄｌ６ｐｅｒｃｅｎｔｒｅ－

ｌａｔｅｄｔｏ“ＬａｎｄｌｅａｓｅｓｔｏＵＳＦ.Ｊ・ｏｎOkinawa・
P9

Asfortherapeincident，therearel82articlespublishedorbroad-

castbetweenSeptemberl99５，whentheincidentoccurred，ａｎｄＪａｎｕ－

ａｒｙｌ９９６ｗheｎｔｂｅｈｅａｒｉｎｇｏｆｔｂｅｔｒｉａｌｃａｍｅｔｏｃｏｎclusionThe

numberagainincreasedinMarchwhentheNahaDistrictCourton

March9deliveredverdictsforthethreeservicemenaccusedofrap‐

ingal2-year-oldgirL

Atthesametiｍｅ，ｔｈｅｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆａｒｔｉｃｌｅｓｏｎｔｈｅｌａｎｄleaSesin-

creasedbeCauseGovernoｒｏｆＯｋｉｎａｗａｈadrefusedtosigntheleases，

therebyrefusingtoforcetheunwininglandownerstorenewtheir

leases・TheNahabranchofFukuokaHighCourｔｏｒｄｅｒｅｄｈｉｍｔｏ

ｓｉｇｎｔｈｅｌｅａｓｅｓｂｙｐｒoxy．（SeetheanalysisofFigurel.）

Thegovernoragainlostabattlewiththecentralgovernmentin

AugustwhentheSupremeCourtdismissedhisappealconcerningthe

landleases・Thus，duringthehearingandthedeliberationofthe

verdicts，betweenJulyandAugust，thenumberofarticlesonland

leasesagainincreased

lnterestinglyenoughwhenthemattersoflandleasesseemedto

settledowninMarch，appearingalternatelyfromApriltoSeptem-

berl996werereportsonthefirstreferendumeveｒｔｏｂｅｈｅｌｄｏｎｔｈｅ

ｍｕｎｉｃｉｐａｌｌｅｖｅｌｉｎJapan、Onecantrackthetrendofevents，which

occurredinOkinawabycloselyexaminingthesenumbers．

mCoverageofOkinawa-RelatedMattersbyForeign
NewswireServices

Thedatacollectioncomprisel4newswireservices：theAssociated

Press（ＡＰ)，UnitedPresslnternational（UPI)，Reuters，Agence

－１８１－
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FrancePresse（ＡＦＰ)，ＧＡＮNET，ＴＡＳＳ，Kyodo，Xinhua，Deutsche

Press-Agentur（ＤＰＡ)，CanadaNewswire，FederalNewsServices，

ｕｓ・Newswire，UniversalNewsServices，ａｎｄＣＯＭＬＩＮＥＤａｉｌｙＮｅｗｓ

Ｔｅｌｅｇｒａｐｈ

Ｆｏrthispaper，weselectedtwointernationallyrecognized

newswireservices,theAPandAFRandanalyzedandcompared

theirreporting・

ＴｈｅＡＰｓｅｒｖｅｓｍｏｒｅｔｈａｎｌ,700newspapersand6p00Obroadcast

membersintheUnitedStates、APservicesareprintedandbroad‐

castabroadbymorethan8,500subscribersinll2countries（AP

stylebook335)．

ＡＦＰｓｅｒｖｅｓｍｏｒｅｔｈａｎ７,O00newspapers，2,500broadcastmembers

(2,000radiostationsand500TVstations）coveringl65countries

(AFP，personalcommunication）

Ａ，AnalysisofFigure

SeeFigure2：NumberofArticlesTabulatedbyMonｔｈｏｆ

ＡｐｐｅａｒａｎｃｅＡＰａｎｄＡＦＰ

Ｔｈｅｒｅｗｅｒｅ３８１ａｒｔｉｃｌｅｓｐｒｏｖｉｄｅｄｂｙｔｈｅＡＰａｎｄl94articlespro‐

ｖｉｄｅｄｂｙＡＦＰｂｅｔｗｅｅｎＮｏｖｅｍｂｅｒｌ９９５ａndSeptemberl996according

tothedatacollectedforthisresearch、Thefactthatthenumberof

articlesｂｙｔｈｅＡＰｉｓａｌｍｏｓｔａｓｄｏｕbleasthatofAFPreflectsthe

intrusivenessoftheissuetoeachnation，ｗｈｉｃｈｉｓｔｏｓａｙ，thedegree

ofeachnation,sinvolvementintheissueAsmentionedabove，the

UnitedStateswasamajorplayerinthenewsofOkinawa-related

mattersbecauseofitsmilitarydeploymentinJapanTherefore，ｉｔ

ｃｏｕｌｄｂｅｓａｉｄｔｈａｔｔｈｅＡＰ，basedintheUnitedStates，ｈａｄｍｏｒｅ，，in‐

terests”ｔｈａｎＡＦＰｉｎｔｈｅOkinawaissuemainlybecauseofits7,700
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ＡｎＡｎａｌｙｓｉｓｏ「theCovorageofOkinawabyForeig、Media（保坂）

domesticsubscribers,ｄｅｍａｎｄｆｏｒｔｈｅｎｅｗｓ．

Ｂ・GeneralTendencyofCoveragebyNewswireServices

TherearethreecharacteristicsinthereportingofOkinawa-rｅｌａｔｅｄ

ｍａｔｔｅｒｓｂｙｂｏｔｈｔｈｅＡＰａｎｄＡＦＰ，thoughtbesecharacteristicsmore

orlessoverlapwiththecharacteristicsofnewswirereportingingen‐

eralandascomparedtootbermedia・

First，thereportingwasexpeditiouslyproducedandimplicitlyin-

formativeofeveryrelevantincidentwhichoccurredinOkinawadur-

ingthatperiodThenumberofarticlessentbywireprovesthat

thereporterswereattentivetotheissues・Althoughsomeofthear-

ticlessharedalmostthesametextdepenｄｉｎｇｏｎｔｈｅｔｉｍｅｏｆｔｒａｎｓ‐

mission1thenumberisstillvalidａｓａｍｅａｓｕｒｅｏｆＵ・Sinvolvement

withtheJapaneseandtheOkinawangovernments、Bothnewswire

servicesprovidedacombinedtotalof576articles，ｏｎｅｔｈｉｒｄｏｆｔｈｅ

ｔｏｔａｌｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆａｒｔｉclescollectedforthetwelve-monthperiodof

thisresearch

Second，byemployingthetechniqueof“objective'１reporting，both

newswireservicesattemptedtopresentinthemajorityofarticleｓ

ｏ】llyfactualmformationoftheevents，thatis1mainlystatements

ofgovernmentofficialsandclarificatioｎｏｆａｎｅｖｅｎｔ，theso-called

5W1Hminus“ｗｈｙ”information：when，where，who，whatⅢａｎｄｈｏｗ・

Incarryingoutthedutyofinternationalnewswireservices，ｉｔｉｓｅｖｉ－

ｄｅｎｔｔｈａｔ，withfewexceptions，ｂｏｔｈnewswireservicesattemptedto

be“objective,，andneutralregardingtheissuesbypresentingonly

factualinformatiｏｎｏｂｔａｉｎａｂｌｅａｔｔｈｅｔｊｍｅｏｆｔｈｅｅｖｅnt．

Third1asaconsequenceoftheprecedingtwopoints,themajority

ofthearticleslackhistoricalbackgroundonOkinawaandarewith‐

outdescriptionofthedangersandinconveniencesthatderivefrom

－１８４－



ｕｓ・militarypresenceinOkinawa・Thebackgroundiscrucialtoun‐

derstandingthereasonsforthesimmeringresentmentorambivalent

andcomplicatedfeelingsthattheOkinawansbeartowardstheJapa‐

nesegovernmentconcerningthepreｓｅｎｃｅｏｆｔｈｅＵ・Smilitarybases

inOkinawa・

Ｉｎｔｈｉｓｒｅｇａｒｄｉｔｉｓａｌｓｏｉｍｐｏｒｔａｎｔｔｏｎｏｔｅｔｈａｔｔｈｅｎｅｗｓｗireserv‐

icesstrivefortimelinessoftheneｗｓｉｎｏｒｄｅｒｔｏｐｒｏｖｉｄｅｎｅｗｓｔｏ

ｔｈｅｉｒｓubscribersasfastaspossible、Asaconsequenceofsuch

deadline-pressures，ｉｔｉｓｉｎｅｖｉｔａｂｌｅｔｈａｔｔｈｅｒｅｉｓａｌａｃｋofin-depthre‐
し

portingontheissues・Furthermore，takingintoconsiderationthat

thosenewswireServices，ｆｉｒｓｔａｎｄｆｏｒｅｍｏｓｔａｉｍｉｓｎｏｔｔｈｅｄｅｅｐｉｎ‐

vestigation9fanissuebuttheexpeditiousdisseminationofthe

news，itisunderstandablethatthemajorityofnewswirescripts

lacksignificantbackgroundinformation・

Ｈｏｗｅｖｅｒａｔｔｈｅｓａｍｅｔｉｍｅ，itremainsanunsettledquestion

whetherthenewswireserviceswhichhavealargenumberofsub-

scribersallovertheworldproperlyservedthejournalisticpurpose

ofconveyingtherealplightoｆＯｋｉｎａｗａａｎｄｉｔｓｐｅｏｐｌｅ

ｌｎｔｈｅｆｏｌｌｏwingsections，weprovideanassemblageofstatements

typicalofthearticlesoftheAPａｎｄＡＦＰ．

Ｃ・DescriptionsofOkinawa

WhendescribingOkinawa，ｔｈｅｍajorityofarticlesbyboth

newswireagenciesfocusedontheUSmilitarypresenceonOkinawa

includingOkinawaspurportedstrategiclocationOthersfocusedon

theeconomicdisadvantagesthatOkinawabears

a・DescriptionsofOkinawaasaStaｇｍｇＡｒｅａ『ｏｒｔｈｅＵ.S・Forces

Currently，about75percentofallinstaUationｓａｎｄａｒｅａｓｉｎｔｈｅ

ｅｘｃｌｕｓｉｖｅｕｓｅｏｆｔｈｅＵＳ、forcesinJapanarelocatedinOkinawa

－１８５－
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Prefecture，coveringllpercentoftotalprefecturalland，ａｎｄ２０ｐｅｒ－

ｃｅｎｔｏｆｔｈｅｔｏｔａｌｌａｎｄｏｆOkinawalsland1thelargestoftheprefec-

ture,sislands，theislandwheremostofthepopulationand

industriesarelocated、Ｔｈｅｒｅａｒｅ４０Ｕ・Smilitaryfacilitieslocated

inOkinawaPrefecture，whichcompｒｉｓｅｓｏｎｌｙＯ６ｐｅｒｃｅｎｔｏｆｔｈｅ

ｗｈｏｌｅｏｆJapaneseterritory・Ｔｈｅｂａｓｅｓｏｃｃｕｐｙｌａｎｄｉｎ２５ｏｆｔｈｅ５３

ｍunicipalitiesofOkinawaPrefecture（OkinawaPrefecturalGovern‐

ｍｅｎｔ９)．ThefollowingquotedparagraphsdescribeOkinawabyfo‐

ｃｕｓｉｎｇｏｎｔｈｅＵＳ・militarypresenceOkinawawasdescribedasan

islandinwhich“about27iOOOofthe45,O00troopsaredeployed，
”

andwhich“bearsthebruntoftheAmericandeployment”（ＡＰ，76,

11／22／95)．

＊quotationsintheiroriginalformwerenothighlighted

ThoughOkinawaaccountsforlessthanonepercentofJapans
totalarea，７５percentofaIIJapaneseIandreservedforexclusive
U.S，militaryuseconcentratedhere・One-fifthoftheisIandis

takenupbythebaseS，ａｎｄｉｔｉｓｈａｒｄｔｏｔａｋｅｅｖｅｎａｓｈｏｒｔｄｒｉve

withoutseeingatleastoneUS、militaryfacility（ＡＰ，391,
3／6／96)．

However,themajorityofthosearticlesoftheAPandAFPwhich

explainthedistributionofU・SbasesthroughoutOkinawaaremis‐

leading，Ｔｈｅfigure“７５percent”referstothepercentageoftheland

ａｒｅａｔｈａｔｉｓｉｎｅｘｃｌｕｓｉｖｅｕｓｅｏｆｔｈｅＵ.Ｓ、forcesinJapan、Thus，the

statement“７５ｐｅｒｃｅｎｔｏｆｔｈｅＵ・ＳｂａｓｅｓａrelocatedinOkinawa
DD

couldbelnisleadingbecauseitdoesnotspecifythatthefigurerepre‐

sentsintermsofthekindofinstallationsandarea（exclusiveuseor

jointuse,oracreage,ornumberofinstallations)．Ｆｏｒexample,the

foUowingstatementcouldbewrongifoneinterpretsthestatistics

－１８６－



notintermsofacreage，ｂｕｔｉｎｔｅｒｍｓｏｆｔｈｅｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆｉｎｓｔａｌｌａ‐

tions：

Thesub-tropicalisland，whichaccountsforonlyO6percentof

Japan，sterritory，alsohousesmorethauuthreequartersofall

USmilitaryfacilitiesinthecountry（AFP，２１６，１／30／96）

InadditiontothedescriptionsofU・Smilitarypresence，otherde‐

scriptionsofOkinawarefertothestrategiclocationofOkinawa，

whichislocatednearChina，TaiwantheKoreanPeninsulaand

SoutheastAsiancountries・Givensuchageographicallocation，

Okinawaisdescribedasa“keystoneinlTokyo，slsecuritypolicy，，

(AFP，１１２，１２／17／96)，‘`acruciaIUS・militaryoutpostinthePa‐

cific,，（ＡＰ，７７７４／26／96)，ａｎｄ“linchpinofU.S・strategicpoIicyin

thePacific”（ＡＰ，1315,9／8／96)．

Also，AmbassadorMondalehasassertedthatOkinawa，ｓｂａｓｅｓａｒｅ

``essentiaL．、inthecolutextoftheelutireregio、（ＡＰ，435,

3／14／96),'，ａｎｄｔｈｅｄｏｍｉｎａｎｔｍｉｌｉｔａｒｙｉｍａｇｅｏｆＯkinawaappar-

entlyliesinitsstrategiclocation・ＴｈｅｉｍａｇｅｏｆＯｋｉｎａｗａａｓａｓｔｒａ‐

ｔｅｇｉｃａｒｅａｉｎｔｈｅＰａｃｉｆｉｃｍａｙａｌｓｏｂｅpreponderantoverother

imagesthatreadersmayhave

b・DescriptionsofOkinawaasanEconomicallyDisadvantagedArea

inJapalｕ

Ｏｋｉｎａｗａｉｓａｌｓｏｄescribedas“Japanspoorestprefecture（state),'，

onewhichhugelydependsonrevenueｓｆｒｏｍＵＳｍｉｌｉｔａｒｙｂａｓｅｓｌｎ

ｍａｎｙｏｆｔheAParticles，thephrase“Japanspoorestprefecture，，is

attachedtotheword伽Okinawa.,，TheAFPexpIainsmoreabout

Okinawaseconomicsituation：
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The＄１８billiongeneratedbythebasesforOkinawa'sfrail
economyissecondonlytotourismOkinawaisaIreadyJapan，s

pooreststate（ＡＰ，１０８１１７／27／96)．

ＩｎｃｏｍｅｐｅｒｃａｐｉｔａｉｓｔｈｅＩｏｗｅｓｔｉｎＪａpan-threequartersofthe

nationalaverageandonlyhalfthatforTokyo、Okinawaalso

hasthehighestunemploymentrateandthelowestsavingsrate、
Theleve］ｏｆｍｅｄｉｃａｌｃａｒｅｉｓｔｈｅｗｏｒｓｔｆｏｒａｌｌｏfJapanandthe

localpeoplehavethecountry，shighestdivorcerate（AFP，1269,
9／4／961

Althoughthestatementsaboveindicatetheeconomicdisadvan-

tagｅｓｏｆＯｋｉｎａｗａ，thelivingstandardofOkinawamaynｏｔｂｅａｓ

ｂａｄａｓｔｈｅｌｉｖｉｎｇｓｔａｎｄａｒｄｔｈatonemightimaginefromthosesta‐

tisticsltcouldbesaidthatOkinawanpeoplelivemoreaffluently

thanｔｈｅｐｅｏｐｌｅｉｎＴｏｋｙｏｄｏｉｆｏｎｅｔａｋｅｓｉｎtoaccountnotonlythe

incomelevelbutalsotheconditionofthelivingenvironmentinclud‐

ingthesurroundingnature・Ｆｒｏｍｔｈａｔｐｏｉｎｔｏｆｖｉｅｗ，theabove

statementswhichdescribｅＯｋｉｎａｗａａｓａｐｏｏｒｓｔａｔｅｍａｙｇｉｖｅｒｅaders

aslightlydifferentimagefromthetruesituationinOkinawa・Itis

importanttonote，however，ｔｈａｔｔｈｏｓｅｗｈｏｌｉｖｅｎｅａｒＵ､Sbasesare

nonethelessgreatlydisturbedbyinconveniences，suchasnoisepollu‐

tionpwhichderivefromproximitytothebases．

Ｄ，DescriptionsoftheOkinawanPeoplｅ

ＤｕｒｉｎｇＷＷｎ，Ｕ８．soldiersperceivedtheOkinawanpeｏｐｌｅｔｏｂｅ

"docile､”“tractable,”“passive,”ａｎｄ“friendly,，，accordingｔｏ７１ｈｅ

ｊＶｅＬｕＹｏ７ｈＴｍｚｅｓ（Miyagi，６４)．Ａｆｔｅｒ５０ｓｏｍｅｙｅａｒｓ，theOkinawan

people，ｓｉｍａｇｅａｓｒｅｆｌｅｃｔｅｄｉｎｔｈｅＡＰｒｅｐｏＴｔｓｉｓｎｏｔｑｕｉｔｅｔｈｅｓａｍｅ・

ＴｈｅｔｒａｉｔｓｏｆｔｈｅＯｋｉｎａｗａｎｐｅｏｐｌｅａｓstatedabovehavebeen
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replacedbyreferencetotheemotionalstatesofOkinawans，which

areinfocusinthedescriptionsoftheOkinawanpeople，Numerous

AParticlesdescribetbeOkinawanpeopleasbeingmangry，’ｏｒ“u､‐

happy,，andaccusingUSmilitarypresenceofeverydisadvantage

theybave、Ｏｎｔｈｅｏｔｈｅｒｈａｎｄ，othersaresaidtobeanxiousabout

thewithdrａｗａｌｏｆＵＳｔｒｏｏｐｓｂｅｃａｕｓｅｏｆｔｈｅｅｘｐｅctedeconomic

slump．（AFPdidnothavedescriptionsoftheOkinawans.）Ｔｈｅｆｏｌ－

ｌｏｗｉｎｇａｒｅｅｘａｍｐｌｅｓｏｆａｍbivalentfeelingsthattheOkinawaｎｓａｒｅ

ｓａｉｄｔｏｂｅａｒｔｏｗａｒｄｓｔｈｅＵＳ、militarypreseJIce：

Someislandershave

fornoise，pollution，

1202,8／28／96)．

longresentedthebasesandblamedthem

crimeandstuntedeconomicｇｒｏｗｔｈ（ＡＰ，

ManyOkinawansalsofearthatlOsingthebaseswouldmean
losingthousandsofjobsandacrucialsourceofｉｎｃｏｍｅ（ＡＰ，
1315,9／8／96)．

OtherdescriptionsoftheOkinawansdealwithpublicanimosity

towardsthemilitaryinanycountry，andtowardstheJapanesegov‐

ernment・TourlderstandthepublicanimositｙｉｎＯｋｉｎａｗａｎｏｔｏｎｌｙ

ｔｏｗａｒｄｓｔｈｅＵ・SmilitarypresencebutalsotowardstheJapanese

government，aknowledgeofOkinawanhistoryisessentiaL

SomeOkinawanshavehostilitytowardstheJapanesebecauseof

whathappenedintheBattleofOkinawa・AlthoughtheOkinawans

wereontheJapaneseside，someOkinawanpeoplewerekilled，ｏｒｅｎ‐

couragedtocommitsuicide，bytheJapanesesoldiersTheJapanese

soldiersareknowntohavekilledthephysicallyandmentallydis‐

abledonthepretextthattheyweresｐｉｅｓｆｏｒｔｈｅＵＳ、military；ｂａ‐

sicany，theycouldnotaffordhavingpeopleｗｈｏａｒｅｎｏｔｏｆａｎｙｕｓｅ
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(Aniya349lManyOkinawansweretaughtbytheJapanesesoldiers

thatUS・soldierswouldrapeandtorturetodeaththeirprisonersof

war，andtheOkinawansweregivenhandgrenadestokillthemselves

beforeAmericanscouldcapturethem

Furthermore，mostOkinawansfee］thatthegovernmentabaL

donedOｋｉｎａｗａｔｏｔｈｅｃｏｎｔｒｏｌｏｆｔｈｅＵＳＦｏｒ２７years，Okinawans

wereunderthejurisdictｉｏｎｏｆｔｈｅＵＳ・ｇｏｖｅｍｍｅｎｔａｎｄＯｋｉｎａｗａｂｅ－

ｃａｍｅａｎ‘limportantstagingareafortheKoreanandVietnam

wars，，（ＡＰ，７０３，４／12／96)．ThepubljcanimositytowardsUS

militaryisinpartattributabletotheunfairtreatmentofthe

Okinawansduringthatoccupation：

LikemanyotherOkinawans，Ｃｈｉｂａｎａｃｏｍｅｓｆｒｏｍａｆａｍｉｌｙｗｉｔｈ

ａｌong-standingdistrustofthemiIitary‐JapaneseorAmerican
(ＡＰ，５７２，３／28／96)．

MallyOkinawansstilIresentTokyo，sdecisiontousetheiris-

landsasabufferagainsttheinvadingallies，ａｎｄWashington's

refusa］toenditsoccupationofOkinawauntill972Theoccu‐

pationofJapanendedinl952（ＡＰロ６２８，４／l／96）

TheAParticlesportraytheOkinawaｎｓａｓ“angry,，peoplewhode‐

ｔｅｓｔｂｏｔｈｔｈｅＵ・SandJapanesegovernments・Theyalsoexplain

thattheOkinawanshavelongbeebneglectedbytheJapanesegov-

ernment、Althoughthestatementsabovereflectthesentimentof

manyOkmawans，withouthistoricalbackgroundaboutOkinawa,a

readermayacquiretheimpressionthatOkinawansareextremely

emotionaL
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Ｅ、DescriptionsortheIlistoricalBackgroundofOkinawa

Asmentionedabove，beingfamiliarwithOkinawanhistoｒｙｉｓｃｒｕ‐

cialforunderstandingtI1ecurrentsituationofOkinawaanditspeo‐
ple・ＴｈｅｍｏｒｅｉｎｆｏｒｍｅｄａｆｏｒｅｉｇｎｅｒｉｓｏｆｔheOkinawanhistorical

background，thebetteristheperson'sabilitytounderstandthecir-

cumstanｃｅｓｏｆＯｋｉｎａｗａ・However，becauseoftheimplementationof

``objective,,reportingandwriting，therewerenotmanyAPandAFP

articlesthatexplainedOkinawanhistoryindetailThetendency
wastoreportonlythefactualinformationofaneventwithout

goingintodetailsofbackgroundinformationThefollowingsare
examplesofafewarticleswrittenonWWn：

Aprillalsomarksthe51stanniversａｒｙｏｆｔｈｅｓｔａｒｔｏｆｔｈｅＢａｔ‐
ｔｌｅｏｆＯｋｉｎａｗａｉｎｔｈｅｆｉｎａｌｄａｙｓｏｆＷｏｒｌｄＷａｒⅡTheAIlied
orDslaughtleftaImost250,000Japanesedead，mostlyOkinawans
whowereencouragedbytheJapaluesemilitarytocommitsui-
cideratherthansurrendertotheAmericalus（AFP，５１７
３／26／96)．

Thethree-monthbattleforJapanssouthernmostmainisland

wasamongWorldWarlrsbloodiest、InrightingfromAprill
toJune２３，１９４５，anestimatedone-fourthofOkinawa，scivilian

populationwaskilled・Ｔｈｅｉｓland，shistorymakesitSpeoplees-
pGCiaIlysensitivetotheU.S・miIitarypresemce（ＡＰ，961,
6／23／96)．

AtypicaldescriptionoftheBattleｏｆＯｋｉｎａｗａｉｓｔｈａｔｉｔｗａｓ“ｏｎｅ

ｏｆＷ.Ｗ・'１，sbloodiest”（ＡＰ，５７２，３／28／９６andotherarticles）Ex-

amplesaboveappearedonlyacoupleoftimesConsideringthe

largenumberofarticlesprovidedbythetwonewswireagencies，

themisasurprisinglysmallnumberofarticlesthatdescribe

Okinawa，ssituationduringandafterWorldWaｒＩＬ
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Ｆ・ＳＯＦＡ

ＴｈｅｒｅｗｅｒｅｖｅｒｙｆｅｗａｒｔｉｃｌｅｓｃｏⅡcemingonlytheStatusofForces

Agreement（SOFALyetthereweresomestatementsaboutSOFA,

ｍｏｓｔｏｆｗｈｉｃｈｗｅｒｅｉｎｒｅｆｅｒｅｎｃｅｔｏｔｈｅｃｕｓtodyofcriminalsuspects

whowereU.Ｓ・militarypersonnelortheirdependentsAccordingto

the“ExplanationoftheProposedRevisiontotbeStatusofForces

Agreement,”Articlel7ofSOFAstates：剛Thecustodyoｆａｎａｃｃｕｓｅｄ

ｍｅｍｂｅｒｏｆｔｈｅＵ,Sarmedforcesorciviliancomponenｔｒｅｍａｉｎｓ

ｗｉｔｈｔｈｅＵＳｕｎｔｉｌｃｈａｒｇｅｄｂyJapan,，（OkinawaPrefecturalGov-

ernment18)．TheOkinawangovernmentrequestedarevisionofAr-

ticlel7・Thefollowingarticlerespondswelltotherequest：

Amidtheoutcry1Americanofficｉａｌｓｈａｖｅｔａｋｅｎｓｏｍｅｓｔｅｐｓｔｏ

ｔｒｙｔｏｍollifytheJapaneseTheyhaveagreeｄｔｈａｔｉｎｓｏｍｅ

ｃａｓｅｓｔｈｅｙｍａｙｔｕｒｎｏｖｅrservicemenaccusedofcrimesmore

quicklytoJapaneseauthorities（ＡＰ，１２３，１２／3／96)．

Innextexample，thehighlightedpartinvitesmisunderstanding、

ＡｒｔｉｃｌｅｌＯｏｆＳＯＦＡｒｅａｄｓ：‘１０fficialvehiclesofUSarmedforces

mustcarrydistinctivenumberplatesorindividualmarkingswhich

shallreadilyidentifythemtoOkinawa、Citizens，，（Okinawa

PrefecturalGovernmentl5)．However，inreality，ｔｈｅｙｄｏｎｏｔ－Ａｓ

ａｒｅｓｕｌｔ，itbecomesproblematicinmanycasesofaccidentsbecause

theOkinawanscannotidentifythespecificvehiclesinvolved・Thus

thefollowingarticledoespoiｎｔｏｕｔａｐｒｏｂｌｅｍａｔｉｃａｒｅａｏｆｔｈｅＳＯＦＡ

eventhoughtheinformationitselfismisleading．

Thecasescouldbecomecomplicated，however，asAmericanmili-

taryvehiCleSdonothavetocarrynumberplatesil、Japan
(ＡＦＰ，５１９，３／26／96)．
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Also，anotherAFParticlepointsoutaproblematicareaconcern-

ingArticｌｅｌ８，RenunciationofClaims・ItstatesthatwhenJapan

andtheUnitedStatesareresponsibleforthecrimebothpartiespay

equalamountofcompensationltalsostates：“Theauthorityof

Japanshallconsidertheclaimandassesscompensationfordam‐

ages．．、andshallpreparereporttodeliverｔｏｔｈｅＵ・Sauthorities，

whoshallthendecidewithoutdelaywhethertheywillofferapay-

ment，ａｎｄｉｆｓｏ，ｏｆｗｈａｔａｍｏｕｎｔ，,（OkinawaPrefecturalGovern-

ment221Itmeansthattheinjuredpartymaynotreceive

compensationanｄｅｖｅｎｉｆｉｔｄｏｅｓ，ｔｈｅａｍｏｕｎｔｍａｙｎｏｔｂｅａｄｅｑｕａｔｅ

ｆｏｒｔｈｅｒｅａｓｏｎｔｈａｔＵＳ・authoritiesdecidethepayment：

ItisveryrareforOkinawanstofilefordamagesintrafficac-

cidentsinvolvingU.S・soldiers，ｗｈｏａＩ℃generallythoughttobe
imcapableofpayimg（AFP,669,4／5／96)．

Ｉｎｔｈｅｔｗｏｅｘａｍｐｌｅｓａｂｏｖｅ，AFPsuggeststheexistenceofprob-

lemsderivedfromtheenforceｍｅｎｔｏｆＳＯＦＡ，problemswhichnone

oftheothermediapointout・However，ｗｈａｔｔｈｅａｉｔｉｃｌｅｓｄｏｎｏｔ

ｍｅｎｔｉｏｎｉｓｔhattheproblemoriginatesintheenｆｏｒｃｅｍｅｎｔｏｆＳＯＦＡ・

Thus，evenbyreadingreportssuchasthosｅｃｉｔｅｄabove，readｅｒｓ

ｍａｙｎｏｔｂｅｃｏｍｅａｗａｒｅｔｂａｔＳＯＦＡｉｔselfisaproblematicareaof

concer、．

Ｇ・TheRapeofal2-year-old

OnSeptember４，１９９５，threeUSservicemenabductedal2-year-

oldgirlandrapedher・Inthemajorityofarticles，ｔｈｅｒａｐｅｃａｓｅｉｓ

ｄｅｓｃｒｉｂｅｄａｓｉｆｉｔｗｅｒｅｔｈｅｓｏｌｅｃａｕｓｅｏｆｔｈｅｗｈｏｌｅａnti-basemove‐

ｍｅｎｔｂｅｔｗｅｅｎｌ９９５ａｎｄｌ９９６Ｆｏｒexample，ｔｈｅｒａｐｅｃａｓｅｈａｓ
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"causedafuroTimJapan,，，‘`galvanizedIocaIoppositiontoU・S

basesinJapanp,，“touchedolThugeanti-militaryrallieSon
l9

Okinawa， ，，‘`sparkedoutrageagainsttheU・ＳｂａｓｅｓｏｎＯｋｉｎａｗａ，

"heightemedlocalhostilitytotheU８．militarypresence・

Ｏｎｅｃａｎｎｏｔｄｅｎｙｔｈａｔｔｈｅｒａｐｅｃａｓｅｔｒiggeredaserｉｅｓｏｆｄｅｍｏｎ‐

strations、However，theOkinawans,discontentorresentmentto‐

ｗａｒｄｓＵ､ＳｂａｓｅｓｈａｄｅｘｉｓｔｅｄｉｎＯｋｉｎａｗａｌｏｎｇｂｅｆｏｒｅｔｈａｔｅｖｅｎｔａｎｄ

ｉｔｗａｓｔｈａｔｓｉｍｍeringresentmentwhichexplodedasaconsequence

oftherapeincidenLByrepeatedlyreadingsuchstatementsshown

above，somereadersmaymisunderstandortheymayobtainthe

falseimpressionthattheOkinawansbecameenragedasaresultof

asingleincidentinwhichonlythreeUS・servicemenwereinvolved，

ｂｕｔｔｈａｔｗａｓｎｏｔｔｈｅｃａｓｅ・Toavoidthiskindofmisunderstanding，

statementssuchasthefollowingwouldbepreferablastatements

whichindicatethattheOkinawanpeople'sresentmentwasdeeply

rootedevenbeforetherapeincidentoccurred：

Therapeexacerbatedthealready

heａｖｙＵＳ・militarypresence

7／25／961

bittersentimentsagainstthe

ontheisland（ＡＰ，1067,

ThereadersalsomisunderstandOkinawansbyreadingthefollow-

ingstatements，whichclaimthattheOkinawansusedtherapecase

inordertohighlighttheirsufferingsoverthepast50years・Them-

crediblehorrendousnessofeventsengenderedatrainofdemonstra-

tionsandanti-basemovementactivitiesTheOkinawansdeplored

notoｎｌｙｔｈｅｒａｐｅｉｎｃｉｄｅｎｔｂｕｔａｌｓｏｔｈｅａｃcumulatednumberof

incidencesofJapaneseandUSgovernments，unfairtreatmentof

themoverthepaｓｔ５０ｙｅａｒｓｓｉｎｃｅｔｈｅｅｎｄｏｆｔｈｅＷＷ､ILUponself‐
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examinationomanyOkinawansdiscoveredthattheirlackofprotest

agaｉｎｓｔｔｈｅＵＳ・militarypresencehadinvitedtherapeincident，as

localuniversityprofessorMoriteruArasakisaysinO虎ｍｑｕﾉα

ＧＢ"dtzjShj（Arasaki2)．ＴｂusⅢfromalocalmediaresearcher'ｓｐｏｉｎｔ

ｏｆｖｉｅｗ，ｉｔｉｓｎｏｔｆａｉｒｔｏｔｈｅＯｋｉｎａｗａｎｓｔｏｉｍｐlythattheytookad-

vantageoftherapeincidenttoinsistonevictinｇｔｈｅＵＳ・military

bysaying：‘`Ｏｋｉｎａｗａｎｓｈａｖｅｓｅｉｚｅｄｍｕｔｈｅｃａｓｅａｓanexampleof

theirsufferingfromtheheavyUSmilitarypresence（ＡＰ，133,

12／4／96)，ａｎｄ“OkinawaGov，MasahideOtahasusedthecaseto

bolｓｔｅｒｈｉｓｃａｍｐａｉｇｎｔｏｇｅｔａｌｌＵＳ・basesremovedfromtheisland，,

(ＡＰ，４２５，３／13／96)．

Furthermore，APandAFPclaimedoccasionallythaｔｔｈｅｒａｐｅｃａｓｅｈａｓ

"generatedwavesofanti-AmericaluSentimentanddemonstrations，，

(ＡＰ，８５，１１／15／95)，“unleashedanoutpouringofanti-American

seXutiment，,(AFP，８３，１１／16／95)，‘`sparkedwidespreadanti-U.S、

proteSt”（AFP，５３，１１／19／95)．Suchstatementsmayleadreaders

tomisunderstandOkinawans・Thosestatementsshouldbewritten

ａｓ“anti-U.S・militarysentiment，，ｏｒ“anti-U.S・baseprotest.，，On

apersonallevel，therearemanyOkinawansandU・Spersonnelwho

areingoodtermswithoneanother、Inmanycases，theangerof

Okinawaｎｓｉｓｐｏｉｎｔｅｄａｔｔｈｅｍｉｌｉｔａｒｙａｓａwhole，notatindividual

Americans・

Inaddition，thejoumalistsshouldalsotakemtoconsideration

thatmostAmericanswhomOkinawanshaveseenandassociated

withareUS・militarypersonnel・Inmanycases，Ｕ､８．militaryper‐

SonnelaretheonlyAmericansthatOkinawanshavecontactwith，

andtheyare1tothoseOkmawans，representativesoftheUnited

States・Thus,whentheyreferto"Americans/，whatismeantspe-

cificallyis“Ｕ､Ｓ，militarypersonnel;],theexpressiondoesnot
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necessarilymeanmainIandAmericansinmostcases，norevennoL

militaryAmericanslivinginOkinawa．

Ｈ・ＬａｎｄＬｅａｓｅｓｔｏＵＳ.Ｆ､Ｊ・onOkinawa

Thereareslightdiffereｎｃｅｓｉｎｔｈｅｐｅｒｃｅｐｔｉｏｎｏｆｔｗｏｎｅｗｓｗｉre

servicesintheircoverageofthelandleasesproblemonOkinawa、

APcapturesthisproblemasaproblembetweentheJapanesegov-

ernmentandtheOkinawangovernment、Ｉｔｗａｓｉｎｄｅｅｄａｃｏｕｒｔｂａｔ‐

tlebetweenthecentralgovernmentandtheOkinawangovernment，

buttoOkinawansitwasaproblemwhosecausewasdeeplycon‐

nectedwithandoriginatedinSOFA，ｗｈｉｃｈｉｓａｐａｒｔｏｆｔｈｅＵ.Ｓ・‐

JapanSecurityTreaty、Inthefollowingstatement，theAPsarcasti-

callyinsinuatestheJapanesegovernment，sincapabilityofhandlmg

theleaseproblem．

.．、demandmgaccesstohisownproperty，anOkinawanland‐

owneranddozensofsupportersmarcｈｅｄｔｏｔｈｅｇａｔｅｏｆａＵＳ、

militarybaseMonday，ｏｎｌｙｔｏｂｅｔｕｒｎｅｄａｗａｙｂｙｈｕｎｄｒｅｄｓｏｆ

Japaneseriotpolice・Ｔｈｅshowdownisyetanotherembarrass‐

mentforPrimeMinisterRyutaroHashimoto，whowastriedun-

success『ｕｌＩｙｔｏｃａｌｍａｍａｎｔｉ－Ｕ.Ｓ・militaryoutcryonthe

southemJapanisIandbeforePresidentClintonvisitsJapan

laterthismonth（ＡＰ，６２８，４／l／96)．

InadditiontheAPpresentstheleaｓｅｐｒｏｂｌｅｍｏｎｔｈｅｐｒｅｍｉｓｅｔｈａｔ

ｔｈｅＵＳ.‐JapanSecurityTreatyisofabsolutenecessity・Therefore，

thereisnothingthattheU､Ｓｃａｎｄｏｆｏｒｔｈｅｌｅａｓｅｐｒｏｂｌｅｍａｎｄｔｈｅ

Japanesegovernmentshouldappropriate]yhandletheissue：

Citingsecurityneeds，officialsinWashingtonandTokyohave

saidtbattroopsandbasesmaybeshiftedwithjnJapan，ｂｕｔｔｈｅ
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overallnumberwillnotbereduced、UndertheJapan-U.S・Secu‐

rityTreaty，JapzmisobligatedtoprovidcfacilitiestoU.S・

militarypersomuelstationedinJapan，wheretheUnitedStates

mamtains47,Ｏ００ｏｆｉｔｓｌＯＯ,OOOtroopSinEastAsia-（ＡＰ，570,
3／28／96）

Otherexamplesshowthedifferenceｉｎｅａｃｈｎｅｗｓｗｉｒｅａｇｅｎｃｙｓａｐ‐

proachtotheissueThedifferenceisevidentintheirchoicesof

Gov・Ota1sstatementsincourt、ＷｈｉｌｅｔｈｅＡＰｆｏｃｕｓｅｄｏｎｔｈｅｇｏｖ‐

ernor,sargument，whichisrefutable，AFPchoseamoreemotional

one，onewithwhichmanypeoplemaysympathize、ＩｎｔｈｅＡＦＰａｒ‐

ticle，Gov・OtawastalkingaboutthebrutalityoftheJapanesesol‐

diersduringWW､11.,showingtheOkinwawanpeople，sresentment

againstmilitary--whetherit，sJapaneseorforeign-anditsbases：

Okinawa,sgovernortoldacourtMondaythathispeopleface
anincreasedriskofcｒｉｍｅｆｒｏｍＵＳ・basesontheisland，and

thatforcingthemtoacceptthebasesisdiscrimination、Ota

arguedthatthebaseSdonotenforceadequatediscipline・He

toldthecourtthatthousandsofcrｉｍｅｓｈａｖｅｂｅｅｎｃｏｍｍｉｔｔｅｄｂｙ

Ａｍｅｒｉｃａｎｓｏｎｔｈｅｉｓｌａｎｄｓｉｎｃｅｉｔｗａｓｏｃｃｕｐｉｅｄａｔｔｈｅｅｎｄｏｆ

ＷｏｒｌｄＷａｒｌＩ，accordingtopublicbroadcasterNHKbutdidnot

supplyJapanesecrimefiguresforcomparison（ＡＰ，413,
3／11／96)．

"Ｗｅａｒｅｔａｕｇｈｔｄｕｒｉｎｇｔｈｅｗａｒｔｈａｔｉｔｗasnaturaltogiveup

one'ｓｌｉｆｅｆｏｒｏｎｅ'ｓcountry・ButIsawsoldierskillingeach

otherandstealingfoodfromthepeopleandhavelongthought

aboutthat,，,Ota，aformerhistoryprofessorsaid．“Ibeganto

thinkabouttheimportancｅｏｆｐｅａｃｅｆｏｒＯｋｉｎａｗａＦｒｏｍｔｈｅ

ｏｌｄｄays，Okinawansbavebeenapeace-lovingpeopleandlhave

devotedmyselftomakingapacifistadministration,”ｈｅｓａｉｄ

(AFP，４１１，３／11／96)．
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Similarly，ａｓｉｍｐｌｅｗｉｓｈｏｆａ］andownerwritteninseveralAFP

articlesraisesaquestionthatmanyOkinawanshaveintheirmind：

ShoichiChibanaa47-year-oldshｏｐｋｅｅｐｅｒｗｈｏｏｗｎｓａｓｍａｌｌ

ｐｌｏｔａｔｔｈｅcommullicationsfacility，toldreporters…“ｌｊｕｓｔ

ｗａｎｔｍｙｌａｎｄｂａｃｋ，，（AFP，５１７，３／26／961

Thestatementabovedealswithhisrighttohavehisownprop-

ertyback，ａｒｉｇｈｔｗｈｉｃｈｈａｓｂｅｅｎｉｇｎｏｒｅｄｂｙｔｈｅJapaneseGovern-

menLButmostofthearticlesontbeleaseproblemsdescribethe

significanceoftheUS-JapanSecurityTreatyandrarelymention

thelandowners,ｒｉｇｈｔｔｏｔｈｅｉｒｏｗｎｌａｎｄ．

LReferendmm

Despitetheimplementationof“objective”reporting，AParticles

seemtoexhibitasomewhatnegativestancetowardsthereferendum

MostoftheAParticlesmentionwithoutfailtheagreementtore‐

ｔｕｒｎ２０ｐｅｒｃｅｎｔｏｆｔｈｅＵ・SmilitarybasesonOkinawa，providing

mentionincontextwiththeｉｒｒｅｐｏｒｔｏｆｔｈｅｒｅｆｅｒｅｎｄｕｍａｓｉｆｔｏｓug‐

ｇｅｓｔｔｈａｔｔｈｅＵＳ、ｈａｓｄｏｎｅｉｔｓｐａｒｔｏｆｗｏｒｋｉｎｒｅｓｏｌｖｉｎgthe

Okinawaproblem：

TheTeferendumisnotbindingandaddressesactionthatisaI-

readybeingtakenTheUnitedStatesandJapanagreedearIier

thisyeartoretuｒｎ２０ｐｅｒｃｅｎｔｏｆｔｈｅＵ.S・militarybaselandto

Okinawa，ａｎｄａｒｅｄｉｓｃｕｓｓｉｎｇｗｈａｔｅｌｓｅｃａｎｂｅｄonetoeasethe
burdenGovernorMasahideOtawantsthebasesremoveden‐

tirely，butthatisunlikely（ＡＰ，９４２，６／21／96)．

`Foralltheseyears，ｎｏｏｎｅｈａｓｐａｉｄａｎｙａｔｔｅｎｔｉｏｎｔｏｗｈａｔthe

Okinawanpeoplewanted,，psaidTsuHesadaShimabukuro，ａlocal
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governmentworker．“Ｔｈｉｓｉｓａｒｅａｌｃｈａｎｃｅｆｏｒｕｓｔｏｅｘｐｒｅｓsour
concerns.'Ⅲｈｕｍａｎｙｗａｙｓ，someofthoseconcernsareaIready
beingheard．．．、InApriI，theUnitedStatesandJapanan-
nouncedthebiggestretumofbaseslandtotheOkinawansilD

decades，andUSmilitaryofficialshavetightenedrestrictions
onoff-basedrinkingandrepeatedlycrackeddownonbadbehav‐
ioｒ（ＡＰ，１３１５，９／8／96)．

TheAPalSoperceivedthereferendumcriticallysayingGov、Ｏｔａ

ｉｓ“expectedtousethevoteasabargainｉｎｇｃｈｉｐｗｈｅｎｈｅｍｅｅｔｓ

ｗｉｔｈＰｒｉｍｅＭｉｎisterRyutaroHashimoto，，（ＡＰ，１３１７，９／8／96)．

Thereferendumwasnon-binding，nevertheless，someOkinawanspar‐

ticipatedinthereferendumbecausｅｉｔｗａｓ“importantforthemto

expresstheirfeelings，，（ＡＰ，1315,9／8／96ｌＩｔｍｅａｎｔａｌｏｔｔｏ

Ｏｋｉｎａｗａｎｓｔｏｈａｖｅａnopportunitytostatetheiropinionsbecause

somepeopleremembertheｔｉｍｅｗｈｅｎｔｈｅｙｈａｄｎｏ“say，，ｕｎｄｅｒｔｈｅ

Ｕ・Scontrolduringoccupation、

Asfortheresultofthereferendum，therewerearticleswhichfo-

cusedｍｏｒｅｏｎｔｈｅｌｏｗｖｏｔｅｒｔｕｒｎｏｕｔｔｈａｎｏｎｔｈｅｆａｃｔｔｈａｔｔｈｅｍａ‐

joritywasinfavorofreductionofthebases：

Hｅ（Gov、Ota）ｓａｉｄｔｈｅｔｕｒｎｏｕｔｏｆ５９､５percentofthe910,OOO
eligiblevoterswas“betterthanlhadexpected.”Ｔｈｅｆｉｇｕｒｅ
ｗａｓｄｏｗｎ，however，ｆｒｏｍｔｈｅ６６ｐｅｒｃｅｎｔｉｎｔｈｅＩａｓｔＯｋｉnawa

IegislativeelectionsinJune，andOkinawanofficialshadhoped
foｒ７０ｐｅｒｃｅｎｔｔｈｉｓｔｉｍｅ（ＡＰ,１３１５，９／8／96)．

AFPcollectedvoicesthatareagaillstthereferendum：

Thefederationfeels

vidinglandplots

troopswithdmwal．

ｔｈｅｍedjahasneglectedthemajoritypro‐
"PeoplemayemotionallysupporttheUS、
However，ｗｅｄｏｎ'ｔｋｎｏｗｈｏｗｔｏｕｔｉｌｉｓｅｔｈｅ
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lamdevenifitisreturned,，，Sunagawasaid，addingmoTethan

halfthefederationmembersareover60andlargelydependom

leasefees（AFP，１２７９，９／6／96)．

"Ｔｈｅｔｕｍｏｕｔｗａｓｌｏｗ，giventhatsuchafusswasmade・The
federationwouldbetroubledifbaseswerereturnedoneafter

another,！，［JuseiKinjo,deputychairmanoftheOkinawaPrefec-
turefederationofLandownersAssociationsonLandUsedfor

MilitaryPurposesⅢwhichgroups28,O001andlordsoutofatotal

of32,O00intheprefecture］saidResidents，goodsensemadea

fairlyseverejudgmentonthereferendum,，，ｈｅsaid，accusingthe
prefecturalgovernmeｎｔｆｏｒ“wastingtaxpayers，money，，ｏｎａｃ‐

tivitiestopromotethevote（AFP，１３１２，９／8／96)．

Bothoftheargumentsabovearejustifiedfortakingemotional

andfinancialstatesintoconsideration、Therearepeoplewhostill

havebittｅｒｍｅｍｏｒｉｅｓｏｆＷ､ＷＪＩ，anddesirepeacemorethanany‐

thing・Therearealsopeoplewhowanttheirlandback，whichwas

forcefullyexpropriatedｂｙｔｈｅＵ.Ｓmilitaryduringoccupation・

Otherswantaconcreteanddefinitedevelopmentplanforconstruc-

tｉｖｅｕｓｅｏｆｔｈｅｉｒｌａｎｄＡｎｄｔｈｅｒｅａｒｅｔｈｅｅｌｄｅｒｌｙｗｈｏｗｏｕｌｄｎｏｔｂｅ

ａｂｌｅｔｏｆｉｎｄａｎｙｕｓｅｆｏｒｔｈｅｉｒｌａｎｄｉｆｉｔｗｅｒｅｓｕｄdenlyreturned

GeneraUy，inreportsonthereferendum，bothnewswireagencies

focusedmorｅｏｎｔｈｅｌｏｗｅｒｖoterturnoutthanonthemajority,sap-

pealforthereductionandrealignmentoftheU・Smilitarybases、

Also，thenewsswireagenciessucceededinsuggestingthefailureof

thereferendumbyeffectivelypresentingopinionsofthoselocalpeo-

plewhoareagainstthereductionandrealignｍｅｎｔｏｆｔｈｅＵ､Smili-

tary．
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J、MattersreIatedtoU・ＳＦ.J、ｏｎＯｋｉｎａｗａ

ｌｎｉｔｓｒｅｐｏｒｔｓｏｎｍａｔｔｅｒｓｒｅｌａｔｅｄｔｏＵＳＦＪ，ｏｎOkinawa，ｔｈｅＡＰ

ｓｅｅｍｓｔｏｓｙｍｐａｔｈｉｚｅｗｉｔｈｔｈｅOkinawansandimpliesthattbeJapa-

nesewereuncooperativewithregardtovariousissuesconcerning
Okinawa：

Sincethepost-WorldWarlloccupationofOkinawaendedin
l972，OkinawanshavecompIainedthatthereisanunfairshare

ofthebilateraIsecurityload，Butwiththeconcentrationof

troopsoffJapansmainislands，mostJapanesehaveignored
them・WhilemanyJapaneseempathizewiththeOkinawans
concerns，ｆｅｗａｒｅｗｉｌｌｉｎｇｔｏｈａｖｅａｎｙｏｆｔｈｅｔｒｏopsrelocated
intotheirownareas．（ＡＰ，６７４，４／5／96）

ＭｏｓｔJapanesesympathizewiththeOkinaｗａｎｓｆｏｒｔｈｅｉｒｈｅａｖｙ
ｓｈａｒｅｏｆｔｈｅＵＳ、militaryburdelLMostJapanesealsｏｓｅｅｔｈｅ
Ｕ.Ｓ，militarypresenceasanindispensablesafeguardagainstiL
stabilityinanotherwisevolatileregion、ＢｕｔｆｅｗｗａｎｔＭａｒｍｅｓ
ｉｎｔｈｅｉｒｂａckyards．（ＡＰ，１２７３，９／4／96）

ThereportsabovesubtlycriticizetheJapaneseforn6tsharingthe

heａｖｙｂｕｒｄｅｎｏｆｔｈｅＵ・SmilitarybasesthatOkinawacurrently

bearsBehindthosereports，ｔｈｅｒｅｓｅｅｍｓｔｏｂｅｔｈｅｉｍｐｌｉｃａｔｉｏｎｔｈat

bycontrasttheUS・ｈａｓｄｏｎｅａｓｍｕｃｈａｓｉｔｃｏｕｌｄｔｏｍｉｔｉｇａtethe

Okinawanpeoples,sufferingsderivedfromtｈｅ･ｕｓ・militarypres-

enceontheirlandTheimplicationisthatbecausetheU､Ｓｐｒｏｍ‐

isedthereturnofFutenmaAiTStationⅢｔｈｅＵＳ・hasdemonstrated

sufficientconcessionEspeciallyafterApril，ｉｎａｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆＡＰｒｅ‐

portonmattersrelatedtoUSF.』・ｏｎOkinawa，portionsofthe

twofollowingparagrapｈｓｉｓｉｎｓｅｒｔｅｄｗｉｔｈｏｕｔｆａｉｌａｓｉｆｔｏｒeinforce

theimagethattheUS、ｈａｓｄｏｎｅｉｔｓｗｏｒｋａｎｄｉｓｓｔｉｌｌｃｏｍｍｉｔting
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itselftoreducingtheburdenonOkinawa：

Respmdingtotheanti-AmeTicanprotests（ｉｎｔｈｅｆａｃｅｏｆｔｈｅｉｎ‐

creasingpressure)，theUnitedStatesannounCbdinApriｌｉｔｗｉｌｌ

ｒｅｔｕｒｎ２０ｐｅｒｃｅｎｔｏｆｔｈｅＵＳ、militarybaselandonOkinawato

localresidents．（ＡＰ，１１９６，８／28／96,1197,8／28／96,1198,

8／28／96,1202,8／28／96,1285,9／6／96,etc…）

IncontrasttotheapparentstanceoftheAEwefoundthatAFP

outspokenlyquestionsthereturnofthebaseandcastsdoubtsinthe

reader，ｓｍｉｎｄ：

Theoverallrelocationandreductiｏｎｐｒｏｇｒａｍｍｅｉｓｅｓｔｉｍａｔｅｄｔｏ

ｃｏｓｔｕｐｔｏｏｎｅｔｒｉｌｌｉｏｎｙｅｎ（9.3billiomdollars)，tobeborneby

theJapanesegovernment、Itisseenbycriticsasreinforcingｔｈｅ

ＵＳ・militaIyfootholdinEastAsia（AFP１７８４，４／26／96)．

AFPalsoreportsothertransferofbasesorbasefunctionsalong

withthereturnofFutenmaairbase：

InlinewjthanagreementreachedinＡｐｒｉｌｔｏｒｅｄｕｃｅＵ.Ｓ・bases

mOkinawabyabout20percent，TokyoandWashingtonhave

agreedtomovesomein-flightrefuelingplanｅｓｆｒｏｍＯｋｉｎａｗａｔｏ

ａＵＳ・Marinebaseinlwakuni，Yamaguchiprefecture，ａｎｄsome

livedrillstoGroundSelf-DefenseForcerangesinHokkaido，

Miyagi，Yamanashi，ShizuokaandOitaprefecturesButallof

thoseprefectureshavesofarexpressedreluctancetoacceptthe
transfers（ＡＦＰ，１２７９，９／6／96)．

ThereturnofFutenmabase，ｗｈｉｃｈｉｓｍｔｈｅｍｉｄｓｔｏｆｔｈｅｃｉｔｙ

Ｇｉｎｏｗan，relievedmanyOkinawansButinfact，according

OkinawaUniversityprofessorMoriteruArasaki，ｔｈｅＵＳ・agreed

、
Ｉ
Ｃ
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returnthebaseonlyuponfulfillmentofcertainconditions：to

transferthe“in-fIightrefue1jngplanes「romOkiJ1awatoabasein

lwakuni（ＡＦＰ，］279,9／6／96)”topartiallytransferthebasefunc‐

tiontoKadena，toconstructaheliportinanotherpartofOkinawa，

andtoperformajointresearchonthemilitaryuseofJapanesepri‐
vatefacilityincaseofemergency（Arasaki219)．

ArasakiseessuchimpositionofconｄｉｔｊｏｎｓｂｙｔｈｅＵ.Ｓ・government

asareinforcementoftheUSmilitaryfunctiononOkinawaand

theriseofanothertypeofstrategiccooperation（Arasaki219）No

othermediabesidesAFPreportedsuchdealsbetweentheUSand

JapaneseGovernments

lnaddition，theAFPpublishedthefollowingreport，ｗｈｉｃｈｍａｙ
ｈａｖｅｈａｄｏｎ]ｙａｓｌｉｍｃｈａｎｃｅｏｆａｐｐｅａｒｉｎｇｉｎＵＳ、papersbecauseof

itsharshcriticismoftheUSGovernment・Ｔｈｅａｒｔｉｃｌｅｉｓａｂｏｕｔ

Ｕ８・PresidentBillClinton，scancellationofavisittoJapaninＮＣ‐
vemberl995：

ｕｓ・PresidentBillClintoncanceledavisittoJapaninNovem-
berpartlyforfearthathemighthavetorepeatedlyapologize
fortheallegedraｐｅｂｙＵ.S，servicemenofanOkinawanschool-
girl，KyodoNewsservicesaidSunday、Thesourcessaidthein‐

telligencereportnotedthatrepeatedexpressionsofapologyby
ClintomcouldhaveanadversereactionintheUnitedstatesand

igniteargumentsofscrappingtheUS-Japansecuritytreaty
(AFP，１２６，１２／3／96)．

Comparedtoothermedia，AFPisgenerallyoutspokeninitsarti-

clesonOkinawaissuesTheAP，however，ｉｓｖｏｃａｌａｂｏｕｔｔｈｅｓｉｇ‐
nificanceoftheU､S-JapanSecurityTreaty、Afterareferendumon

thereductionｏｆＵＳ、baseswasheldinSeptemberl996，ｔｈｅ
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1.oUowingstatementsflppearedandweresubsequentlypublishedre‐

peatedlybytheAP：

[TheUSStateDepartmentSpokesmanNicholasBurns］added
thattheresultsofthereferendumwcrenotunexpected，ｂｕｔ

ｎｏｔｅｄｔｈａｔＪａｐａｎｉｓｂｏｕｎｄｂｖｉｔｓｔreatycommitmenttoprovide

landandfacilitiesforAmericanforces“Andwehavecomplete

confidenceinthegovernmentofJapanscommitmenttofulfill‐

ingitsownobligatjonsunderthistreatyⅢ，,ｈｅsaid．“Ｉｃａｎｔｅｌｌ

ｙｏｕｔｈａｔｗｅ，recommittodtokeepAmericanforcesinJapan

thatthey，｢ｅthere.．、ａｔｔｈｅｒｅｑｕｅｓｔｏ『theJapanesegovern-

ment，，（ＡＰ，１４１９，９／9／96)．

Tosummarize，manyAParticlesonOkinawapointouttheunfair

treatmentofOkinawansbythemainlandJapaneselnaway，ｔｈｅ

ＡＰｓｅｅｍｓｔｏｂｅｐｕｒｐｏｓｅｆｕ]ＩｙｅｘｃｌｕｄｉｎｇｔｈｅＵＳｆｒｏｍｔｈｅｎｅｗｓａｎｄ

insteaddescribestheOkinawaissuｅａｓｉｆｉｔｗｅｒｅｏｎｌｙａｄｏｍｅｓｔｉｃ

ｐｒｏｂｌｅｍｏｆＪａｐａｎ，ｓＳｕｃｈａｓｔａｎｃｅｏｆｔｈｅＡＰｉｓｗｅｌｌｒｅｆｌｅｃtedin

theirreports，espcciallyaftertheannouncementｏｆｔｈｅｒｅｔｕｒｎｏｆ

ＦｕｔｅｎｍａＡｉｒＳｔａｔｉｏｎinAprill996、Onemightconstruethatthe

APpurposefullyexcludedtheUSfrommostofｉｔｓａｒｔｉｃｌｅｓｉｎｏｒｄｅｒ

ｔｏｂｅ“objective”ｏｎｔｈｅｉｓｓｕｅｂｙａｔｔｅｍｐｔｉｎｇｔｏａｖｏｉｄｄiscussionof

itsowncountrysdiplomaticpo]icy､ButmanyOkinawansperceive

theOkinawaproblemassomethingwhichshouldberesolvedthrough

cooperationofthethreeparties：ｔｈｅＵＳ，Japanese，andOkinawan

governments、There｢ore，ｗｈｅｎｔｈｅＡＰｐｌａｃｅｓｔｈｅＵＳａｓａｂｙ‐

stander，ratherthanoneolthecentralfigures，itprovesthatthere

isadiscrepanｃｙｂｃｔｗｅｅｎｔｈｅｐｅｒｃｅｐｔｉｏｎｏｆｔｈｅＡＰａ､dthatofthe

OkinawansregardingtheOkinawaprobIem

Ontheotherhand，AFPpublishedsomeinterestingarticleswhich

arecriticaloftheUS・government、Quitepossiblythosearticles
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didnotappearinUSpapersorbroadcastsbecauseoftheircTitical

stanceagainstUS・diplomacy．

Ｋ・Conclusion

Toconcludethischapter，Iwouldliketoaddseveralsuggestions

towhatlhavementionedintheintroductionofthischapter・Dur‐

ingthetwelvemonthsaftertherapeincident，bothnewswireserv‐

icespublishedalargenumberofarticles，thusdemonstratingthe

readers，andviewers，ｂighinterestinOkinawanissues、Theyclosely

followedtheflowofevｅｒｙｅｖｅｎｔｏｎＯｋｉｎａｗａａｎｄｔｈｅｉｒｎｅｗｓｗas

quicklydistributedthroughoutｔｈｅｗｏｒｌｄ・Theircontributiontothe

disseminａｔｉｏｎｏｆｔｈｅｎｅｗｓｗａｓｉｍｍｅｎｓｅ、

However，ｔｈｅｉｍａｇｅｓｏｆＯｋｉｎａｗａａｓｐｒｅｓｅｎｔｅｄｉ、ｔｈｅcoverageof

thenewswireserviceswerenotpositiveones・Thearticlestendedto

projectanimageofOkinawansas“furious'，peoplewhoareanti‐

Americanandanti-JapaneseGovernmenLAnothernegativeimageis

thatｏｆｔｈｅＯｋｉｎａｗａｎｓａｓｐｏｏｒ.”Intheabsenceofdetailedexpla‐
O6

nationsoftheculturalandhistoricalbackgroundofOkinaｗａ，many

ofthestatementsthatappearedmayencouragethedevelopmentof

falseimagesofOkinawaAsaresult，foreignersandothersunfa‐

miliarwiththecircumstancesmayenvisagethesituationof

Okinawaanditspeopleinawayquitedifferentfromtherealsitua‐

tion

Thusfromalocalmediaresearcher，ｓｐｏｉｎｔｏｆｖｉｅｗ，therewere

somedrawbacksinthereportingwhichweencountered・However，ｉｔ

ｍｕｓｔｂｅｒｅｃｏｇｎｉｚｅｄｔｈａｔｉｔｗａｓｂｅｃauseoflimitationsoftimeand

spacethatmanyreportswerebriefand］ackedthedetaileddescrip‐

tionsofOkinawa，alongwithhistoricalbackground，whichwere

neededfortransmittmganadequateaccountoftheresentmentand
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complicatedfeelingsofOkinawanstowardstheU8militarypres‐

ｅｎｃｅ、

However，therewerealsoanumberofinaccuratedescriptionsin

manyarticlesconcerningthepresenceofUS・militaryonOkinawa

(SeesectionllIC.，DescriptionsofOkinawa)．Similarly，ｓｏｍｅｄｅ‐

scriptionsoftheOkinawanpeople，ｓｕｃｈａｓｃｌａｉｍｓｏｆ“anti-American

sentiment”amongOkinawans，weremisleading、

Nonetheless，Ifoundsomenotabledifferencesinｔｈｅｒｅｐｏｒｔｓｏｆｔｈｅ

ｔｗｏｎｅｗｓｗｉｒｅｓｅｒｖicesTheAssociatedPressseemedtoｓｔｅｅｒｔｈｅ

Ｕ､SawayfromresponsibilityfortheOkinawaissuesandinstead

directedcriticismtowardstheJapanesegovernment，especiallyafter

theAprilannouncｅｍｅｎｔｏｆｔｈｅｒｅｔｕｒｎｏｆＦｕｔｅｎｍａＡｉｒＳｔationDe‐

spitetheobviousinvolvementofthｅＵＳｉｎｔｈｅＯｋｉｎａｗａｐｒｏｂｌｅｍ，

ｔｈｅＡＰｓｅｅｍｅｄｔｏｍａｉｎｔａｉｎｔｈａｔｔｈｅＯｋinawaproblemwassimply

adomesticｉｓsue，anditleveledcriticismattheJapaneseGoverL

menLInaddition，whendescribinganevent，theAPfocusedonly

onfactualinformationandomittedtheprocessandthepolitical

background

lncontrasｔｔｏｔｈｅＡＰ，ＡＦＰcriticizedanygovernmentmvolved・

ItportrayedtheOkinawaproblemasｏｎｅｔｈａｔｉｎｖolvesthreegovern-

ments，namely，ｔｈｅｇｏｖｅｒｎｍｅｎｔｓｏｆｔｈｅＵＳ.，Japan，ａｎｄOkinawa，

Whendescribinganevent，AFPreportedmorepoliticalbackground

informationthantheAPdidAsaresult，theAFParticles，por‐

traitofOkinawaismoredetailed，andtheperceptionpresentedwas

cloｓｅｒｔｏｔｈａｔｏｆｔｈｅＯｋinawans、

Althoughthetwonewswireagenciesapparentlyattemptedtobe

"objective,”thedifferencesevidentintheirapproachtotheOkinawa

issuesseemedinsteadtoexposetheirunderlyingｓｔａｎｃｅｔｏｗａｒｄｓｔｈｅ

ｌｓｓｕｅｓ．
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Ⅳ、CoverageofOkinawa-ReIatedMattersbyForeign
Newspapers

lnordertoexaminetheforeignnewspapers,coverageofthe

Okinawa-relatedmatters，weselectedthreeUSnewspapers：、/ｂｅ

ﾉVeuノＹｏｒｈＴｉｍｅｓ（ＮＹＴ)，７ｿｉｅＷｔｚｓﾉij"gto几Ｐｏｓｔ（ＷＰ)，ａｎｄｔｈｅＬｏｓ

Ａ"geJesTimes（ＬＡＴｌＩｎｔｈｅｙｅａｒｆｒｏｍＳｅｐｔｅｍｂｅｒl995toSeptem-
berl99635articlesonOkinawa-relatedmatterswerecollectedfrom

theNYTandanalyzedforthisresearch、Thearticlescollectedfrom

theLATａｍｏｕｎｔｅｄｔｏ３０，ａｎｄｌ６ｗｅｒｅｃｏｌｌｅｃｔｅｄｆｒｏｍｔｈｅＷＰ、Ｔｈｅ

ｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆＮＹＴａｒｔｉｃｌｅｓｐｅａｋｅｄｉｎMarchandSeptemberl996，with

eacbofthosetwomonthscontributingeightarticlesSixarticles

bytheLATconcentrateinMarch，April，andSeptemberl996Simi-

larly，ｔｈｅＷＰｂａｓｔｈｒｅｅａｒｔｉｃｌｅｓａｔｉｔｓｐｅａｋｓｉｎＯｃｔｏｂｅｒａｎｄＮｏｖｅｍ‐

ｂｅｒｌ９９５ａｎｄＳｅｐｔｅｍｂｅｒｌ９９６Ｆｏｒｔｈｅｅxplanationoftheeventsand

incidentsoccurredinthosemonths，pleaserefertothechapterU
andlU

Ａ、GelueralTendenciesofNewspaperCoveragebytheForeign
Newspapｅｒｓ

Ｃｏｍｐａｒｅｄｔｏｔｈｅｃｏｖｅｒａｇｅｏｆｔｈｅｎewswireservices，thenewspa‐

pers，coverageontheOkinawaissuesseemｓｔｏｂｅｍｏｒｅｊｎｄｅｐｔｈ、

Becausetheycandependonthereportsofthenewswireservicesfor

timelyreportingofforeignnews・ｎｅｗspapershavemorefreedom

thannewsｗｉｒｅｓｅｒｖｉｃｅｓｄｏｉｎｔｅｒｍｓｏｆａｌｌｏｗａｎcesoftimeandspace

Thus，anewspaperiscapableofproducingmoreiLdepthstories

withbackgroundinformationessentialforunderstandingthesubject

mattemlnthisregard，thereportsofnewspapersseemedtoprovide

moredetaｉｌｔｈａｎｔｈｅｒｅｐｏｒｔｓｏｆｔｈｅｎｅｗｓｗｉｒｅｓervices

Moreover，thefactthatthreemajornewspapersconstantly
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publishedarticlesonOkinawa-relatedmattersprovesthehighinter‐

ｅｓｔｏｆｔｈｅＵ・SmediaontheissuesAIso，ｉｔｃａｎｂｅａｓｓｕｍｅｄｔｈａｔ

ａｌａｒｇｅａｍｏｕｎｔofinformationwasdisseminatedthroughoutthe

worldbecausethesepapersaredistributedandreadworldwide

Furthermore，ｉｔｃｏｕｌｄｂｅｓａｉｄｔｈａｔｂｏｔｈｔｈｅｉｎformationandthe

toneofthethree“quality'’papersIasregardstheirpresentationof

Okinawa-relatedmatters,ｐｌａｙｅｄａｎｉｍｐｏｒｔａｎｔｒｏｌｅｉｎｔｈｅdevelop‐

mentofforeignpeoples,imageofOkinawa

However，fromthestandpointofalocalmediaresearcher，itcanbe

saidthatmorebackgroundinformationshouldhavebeenincorporated

intothearticlestogivereadersmoreinsightintotherealsituationof

Okinawa、Tberewereindeedsomestoriesinwhichhistoricalbackground

wasadde｡、However）despitethesupplementationofhistoricalback‐

ｇround，ｔｈｏｓｅｓｔｏｒｉｅｓｗｅｒｅｏｕｔｏｆｆｏｃｕｓａｎｄｄiｄｎｏｔｓｅｅｍtocontrib‐

utetotheforeignreader，sunderstandingoftheOkinawans．

BDescriptionsofOkinawa

WhendescribingOkinawa，ｔｈｅｔｈｒｅｅｐａｐｅｒｓｄｉｄｎｏｔｕｓｅｔｈｅｗｏｒｄ

"Strategic,，，ｑｕｉｔｅｉｎｃｏｎｔｒａｓｔｔｏｉｔｓｕｓａｇｅｂｙｔｈｅnewswireservices：

ＯｎｔｈｅｍａｉｎｉｓｌａｎｄｏｆＯｋｉｎａｗａｐｂasestakeup20percentofthe

land、Thathassubjectedresidentstocrime1noiseanddangers

fromaccidentslikeplanecrashes（ＮＹＴ’１３８６，９／9／96)．

ＯｎＯｋｉｎａｗａ，anislandknownforitschrysanthemums，orchids

andsugarcane，globalsecurityissuesseemedlesspressingtoday

thansolvingtherapｅｏｆａｌｉｔｔｌｅｇｉｒｌ（ＷＰ，３，９/20/95)．

OkinawaaccountsforlessthanlpercentoftheJapanese

landmassbuthoｓｔｓｍｏｒｅｔｈａｎｈａＩｆｏｆＵＳ・rorcesstationedin

JapanThechainofsouthernislandswasdevastatedduring
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ＷｏｒｌｄＷａｒｌｌａｎｄｏｃｃｕｐｉｅｄｂｙｔｈｅＵｎｉｔedStatesuntill972・Ｉｔ

ｓｔｉｌｌｈａｓｔｈｅｌｏｗｅｓｔｐｅｒｃａｐｉｔａｉｎcomeandthehighestunemploy‐
ｍｅｎｔｒａｔｅｉｎＪａｐａｎ（ＬＡＴ，１２６０，９／5／96)．

ThedescriptionsofOkinawabythethreepapersareverysimilar

tothedescriptionsbythenewswireservicesexceptthatthepapers

donotstrｅｓｓＯｋｉｎａｗａａｓａ些Strategic”ａｒｅａＴｈｅｍａｉｎｆｏｃｕｓｉｓｏｎ

ｔｈｅｈｅａｖｙＵ,SmilitarypresenceandOkinawaseconomicdisadvan‐

tages．

Ｃ，DescriptionsofOkinawanPeople

Ａｓｗｉｔｈｔｈｅｏｆｆｅｒｉｎｇｓｏｆｔｈｅｎｅｗｓｗｉｒeservicesdiscussedinthe

previouschapter，mostofthenewspaper-accountdescriptionsofthe

Okinawanpeoplereflectthefeelings，mainlyanger，ｔｈａｔOkinawans

beartowardstheheavyUS、militarypresenceandtowardstheu､‐

fairnessoftheJapanesegovernmentwhichplacedadisproportionate

burdenontheOkinawans：

Overtheyears，theOkinawanpeoplehavebeenangeredbyrapes
andmurderscommittedbyUSservicemanstationedhere1but

ithasbeendecadessinceanythinghasfocusedtheirfuryas
sharplyａｓｗｈａｔｈａｐｐｅｎｅｄｏｎＳｅｐＬ４（ＷＰ，３，９／20／95)．

AsforthecharacteristicsoftheOkinawans1NicholasKristofof

thｅＮＹＴｗｒｏｔｅｔｈｅｆｏｌｌｏｗｉｎｇ：

，,InJapanesehistory，peasantswerenormallyverydocilebut
sometimestheyrebelledwhentheywereoppressedanddiscrimi‐

natedagainsttoomuch,，，saidTokushinYamauchi，theMayor
ofYomitan，onthesouthernJapaneseislandofOkinawa．

Well，peopleinYomitanarenormallyverypatient，ｂｕｔｉｆ
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theJapaneseandAmericanGovernmentsinsistonputtinganew

militaryfacilityhere，ｗｅ，ｌｌｈａｖｅｔｏｒｉｓｅｕｐｉｎｒｅｂｅｌｌｉｏｎ',（ＮＹＴ，
862,5／26／961

KristofeffectivelypresentedthecharacteristicsoftheOkinawans

byquotingthemayorsaccountverbatiminsteadofwritingouta

subjectiveimpressionofOkinawansbasedoninterviews・Ｓｏｍｅwhat

insupportoftheaboveclaim，arestatementsfoundinotherarti‐

cles：

ＩｔｉｓｎｏｔｏｎｌｙｔｈｅｍｉｌｉｔａｒｙｔｈａthaschangedsincetherapeThe

peopｌｅｏｆＯｋｉｎａｗａｈａｖｅｂｅｃｏｍｅｍｏｒｅｖｏｃａｌaboutcomplaining

（ＮＹＴ，１４１４，９／11／96)．

Chatancityofficialssaytheydidnotactearlieronconditions
attheseawallbecauselocalresidentsdidｎｏｔｂｅｃｏｍｅｍｏｒｅｖｏ‐

ciferousintheircomplaintsuntilｌａｔｅＪｕｌｙ（ＮＹＴ，1414,
9／11／96)．

Ａｓｓｈｏｗｎａｂｏｖｅ，ｔｈｅＮＹＴｄｅｐｉｃｔｅｄｔｈｅＯｋｉｎａｗａｎｓａｓ“docile',ａｎｄ

"patient，，ｂｕｔ“rebellious,，whentheyareunderunreasonableandex-

cessivesuppression，andsupportedtheassertionbydirectlyquoting

theMayor．

、、HistoricalBackgroundofOkinawa

TｈｅＮＹＴａｎｄｔｈｅＬＡＴｅａｃｈｐｒｅｓｅｎｔｅｄｏｎｅarticle，inwhich

Okinawanhistorywasintroducedinacondensedandsuccinctform

TheWPdidnotsimilarlyprovideadescriptionofOkinawanhis-

tory・

ＴｈｅＮＹＴｄｅｖｏｔｅｄａｎｅｎｔｉｒｅａｒｔｉｃｌｅｔｏｔｈｅＢａｔｔｌｅｏｆＯｋｉｎａｗａ，and

exposedhowviciouslyandbrutallytheJapanesesoldiershadtreated

theOkinawansduringthewar、Thewriterofthearticle，Nicholas
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Kristofhadvisitedseveralwar-sitesandmuseumsinOkinawaand

hereportedsomesurvivorsnccountsorthebIoodybattle・

Kristofstatesthatinthebattle,"morethan20qOOOpeoplewere

killed．．．’ｍｏｒｅｔｈａｎｍａｎｙｏ「ｔｈｅｅｓｔｉｍａｔｅｓｏｆｔｈｅｄｅａｔｈｔｏｌｌｉｎｔｈe

atomicbombingo「Hiroshima.，,Ｉｎｔｈｅｓａｍｅａｒｔｉｃleheexplainshow

``Dozensofpeoplehadcommittedsuicｉｄｅｉｎｔｈｅｃａｖｅ，ｔｏａｖｏｉｄｔｈｅ

ｒａｐｅａｎｄｍｕｔｉｌａｔｉｏｎｔｈeyexpcctedfromtheAmericantroopｓｗｈｏ

ｗｅｒｅｏｕｔｓｉｄｅ．．．”andthatundersuchasituation‘`parelutskiIIed

theirchiIdren，thenkilledthemselves，,（ＮＹＴ，220,1／21／96)．

InoneparagraphKristofreiteratesthebrutalityoftheJapanese
soldiers：

Ｉｔｉｓｔｒｕｅｔｈａｔ［theOkinawanmuseums］donotfullyexplain
thebackgroundthatwouldleadtheUnitedStatestoinvade

Okinawa，nordotheyacknowledgethebrutalJapanesemilitary
occupationofChina，Koreaandothercountries・Ｙｅｔｔｈｅｍｕｓｅ‐

umsdoemphasizetheviciousnessoftheJapaneseArmy，noting
thatJapanesetroopsoftenevictedciviliansfromcavestoface

theshelljng,orevenkilledthemoutright（ＮＹＴ，２２０，１/21/96)．

Thearticleaboveemphasizestheviciousandheinousactsofthe

Japanesemilitaryduringthewar，ｂｕｔｉｔｄｏｅｓｎｏｔｍｅｎｔｉｏｎｔｈｅｂｒｕ‐

talandheinouscrimescommittedbyｔｈｅＵＳ、militaryduringthe
occupationofOkinawa、

IncontrasttotheNYTarticle，theLATprovidedtwobriefand

condensedparagraphsofOkinawanhistorytocovertheperiodfrom

thel7thcenturyuntilthel990s：

Okinawa,sl60islandsarelocatedroughlybaｌｆｗａｙｂｅｔｗｅｅｎ
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Ｋｙｕｓｈｕ，insouthcrnJapan，ａｎｄＴａｉｗａｎ、OkinawahistoricalIy

shfIredtheancienLculture（】fmainlan〔ｌＪａｌ〕ａｎ，anditsinhabi‐

tantsspokeadi｢ferentversionoftheJapaneselanguage，But

thcRyukyuKingdoITLasOkinawaｗａｓｋｎｏｗｎｕｎｔｉｌｌ８７９，was

anearlypacifictradingpostandwasheavilyinfluencedby

Chma，KoreaandSoutheastAsia・Ｆｏｒａｔｉｍｅ，thekingpaid

tributetobothJapanandChinａ（ＬＡＴ，１３２９．９／8／９６)．

Afterannexation，ａ“Japanization”programdiscouraged

Okinawansfromusingthei「ｏｗｎlanguage，andwhenOkinawa

revertedfromUS、ｔｏＪａｐａｎｅｓｅｒｕｌｅｉｎｌ９７２，Ｔｏｋｙｏｔｒｉｅｄｔｏｒｅ‐

establishstandardJapanesedialectandcustomsinitsfar-flung

newprefecturGButinrecentvears，Japanesehavebegunto

lookpasttheirhomogeneitytotreasureregionaldifferences

Sinceaboutl990，Okinawa、culturehasbecomepopularin

Tokyo，especiallvlivelvandrhvthmictraditionalmusicandpop

musjcsettoabouncingOkinawanbeat（ＬＡＴ，１３２９，９／8／96)．

ＡｌｔｈｏｕｇｈｉｔｉｓｂｅｔｔｅｒｔｏｈａｖｅｓｏｍｅａｃcountsofOkinawanhistory

thannobackgroundatalLthedescriptionsreferredtoabovelack

importantaccｏｕｎｔｓｏｆｔｈｅＷＷⅡａｎｄｔｈｅＵＳ・occupationof

Okinawa，informationwhichisessentialfordeveIopingaproperuか

derstandingsoftheOkinawansTheLATarticle,ｓｆｏcuson

Okinawanhistoryseemstodeviatefromthepointswhicharecru-

cialtoanunderstandingoftheOkinawanproblem、Althoughin

comparisontothearticlesofthenewswireservices，thenewspapers

seeminglyusedtheiradvantageofhavingmorefreedomintimeand

spacetoresearchandreporｔｏｎｔｈｅｓubjecLasisevidentbycita‐

tionslromtheabovelwoarticles，ｉｔｓｈｏｕｌｄｂｃｓａｊｄａｌｓｏｔｈａｔｆｒｏｍ

ａｌｏcalmediaresearcher,ｓｐｏｉｎｌｏｆｖｉｅｗｔｈｅｐｒｏｖｉｓｉｏｎｏｆｏｎIytwo

articlesonOkinawanhistoryissimpIyinsulTicient・Moreover，even

inthosetwolonearticles，ｔｈｅｆｏｃｕｓｉｓｏｎ「aｃｔｓｗｈｉｃｈｄｏｎｏｔ
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necessarilycontributetoanunderstandingoftheOkinawanpeople，s

sentimenttowardstheUS・militarypresence．

Ｅ、ＳＯＦＡ

ＴｈｅＳｔａｔｕｓｏｆＦｏｒｃｅｓＡｇｒｅｅｍｅｎｔ（ＳＯＦＡ）ｉｓｆｒｏｍａｎＯｋｉｎａｗａｎ

ｐｏｉｎｔｏｆｖｉｅｗａｐａtentlyunfairagreement，forwhichreason

Okinawanshaveurgentlyrequestedreviewandrevisioｎｏｆｔｈｅａｇｒｅｅ‐

mentinadditiontothereductionanｄｒｅａｌｉｇｎｍｅｎｔｏｆｔｈｅＵ､Sforces

inJapanNonetheless，veryfewarticlesconcerningOkinawa-related

issueddeaｌｔｗｉｔｈＳＯＦＡＴｈｅｒｅａｓｏｎｆｏｒｓｕｃｈａｂｓｅncemaybeattrib‐

utabletothepapers，implicitrecognitionthatthereviｓｉｏｎｏｆＳＯＦＡ

ｉｓａｍａｔｔｅｒｗｈｉｃｈｓｈｏｕｌｄbediscussedbetweenboththeUS・and

Japanesegovernments・Ａｎｄｉｔｍａｙｂｅｔｈａｔｔｈｅｎｅｗｓｐａｐｅｒｓｄｉｄnot

wanttoundertakeprematurejudgｍｅｎｔｏｒｔｏｒｅｐｏｒｔｏｎｄｅｍandｓｆｏｒ

ｔｈｅｒｅｖｉｓｉｏｎｏｆＳＯＦＡＨｏｗｅｖｅｒ，ｔｈｅｆａｃｔｔｈａｔＳＯＦＡｉｓａｎａｇｒｅｅ‐

mentwhichprotectstherightsofU・SmilitarypersonnelinJapan

mighthavemadeitsomewhatdifficultfortheUSbasedpapersto

criticizethiｓｐｒｏｂｌｅｍａｔｉｃａｒｅａｏｆｔｈｅＳＯＦＡ、Thefollowingpara‐

graphfromtheWPdoesnotopenlyaddresstheproblembutimplies

thedifficuｌｔｙｔｏｂｅｆｏｕｎｄｉｎｔｈｉｓａｒｅａ：

Ｓｔｉｌｌｆｒｅｓｈｉｎｌｏｃａｌｍｅｍｏｒｙｉｓａｌ９９３ｃａｓｅｉｎｗｈｉｃｈａｎＵ.Ｓ、

ArmysoldierwasaccusedofrapinganOkinawanwoman，The

soldiermanagedtoflybacktotheUnitedStatesbeforeformal

chargeswerebrought，ａｎｄｂｙｔｈｅｔｉｍｅｈｅｗａｓｒｅｔｕｒｎｅｄｔｈｅ

ｗｏmanhaddecidednottopresscharges（ＷＰ，３，９／20／95)．

Theaboveproblemaroseasaconsequenceoftheproblematicfea-

tureｓｏｆＳＯＦＡｔｈａｔｅｎａｂｌｅＵＳ・ｍｉｌｉｔａｒｙｔｏｈｏｌｄｉｎｉｔｓｏｗｎｃｕｓｔｏｄｙ

ａHycrimesuspectswhoareUSmilitarypersonneluntilthe
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suspectsareformalIyindictedinJapanHowever，thereaderscan‐

notbeexpectedtounderstflndhowsuchaLhingmightoccurunless

thepapersexplainsuchaspectsofSOFA

Ｆ・ＴｈｅＲａｐｅｏｆａｌ２－ｖｅａｒ－ｏＩｄ

Ａｓｍｅｎtionedintheprevioussectionconcerningnewswireservices，

thepaperssimilarlyperceivedtherapeincidemttobetheeventthat

sparkedaseriesofdemonstrationsagainstUS、ｍｉ]itarypresence：

Okinawanshavelongcomplainedaboutthenoise，inconvenience

anddangerattachedｔｏｔｈｅｂａｓｅｓ・Okinawansannoyanceatthe
basesturnedintooutragelastfallafterthreeAmericanservice‐
menwereconvicted．．．．（ＮＹＴ，１１９１，８／29／96)．

However，thestatementabovemaynotengendeｒａｍｏｎｇｔｈｅｒｅａｄ‐

ersthemisunderstandingthattherapeincidentwasthesolecause

oftheanti-basemovement，asappearedpossiblefromanalysisof

thenewswirereportingsMoreover，therewerealsoconsiderablere‐

portsanddescriptionsoftherapetriaLanalysisofwhichwillbe

discussedinasucceedingpaper．

Ｇ・ＬａｎｄＬｅａｓｅｓｔｏＵＳ.Ｆ・JonOkinawa

lnthereportsofland-leaseproblems，ｍａｉｎｌｙｈｅａｒｄｗｅｒｅｔｈｅ

ｖｏｉｃｅｓｏｆｔｈｅＯkinawanpeoplewhowereagainstthewithdrawalof

theU・Smilitarytroops・TheNYTdescribedwellthosevoicesof

theOkinawanpeople，alongwithsupportiveinformation：

filIedwithcrieso「，Returnthebases1,,

theleaderofagroupoflandlordswho
theFutenmaairbase．“Ｂｕｔｌｔｈｉｎｋｗｅ

叩Currently，societyis

saidSeizenHanashiro，

ownthegroundunder
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ｓｈｏｕｌｄｃａｌｍｄｏｗｎａｎｄｌｏｏｋａｔｔｈｅｆｕｔｌlremorecoolly'’（ＮＹＴ，
870,6／2／96)．

Theproblemisthatalthoughsentimentisoverwhelmingly
againstthebases，theycontributeabout＄L6billiontotbe

localeconomyeachyear，amountingto5percentoftheeconomｙ
ａｎｄｓｅｃｏｎｄｏｎｌｙｔｏｔｏｕｒｉｓｍａｓａｍｏｎｅy-spinner・Moreover，
Okinawahasvirtuallynomanufacturing，ａｎｄｓｏｉｔｉｓｎｏｔｃｌｅａｒ
ｗｈａtwouldrep]aｃｅｔｈｅｅｃｏｎｏｍｉｃｒｏｌｅｏｆｔｈｅｂａｓｅｓ（ＮＹＴ，870,
6／2／96)．

ＵｎｌｉｋｅｔｈｅＮＹＴａｎｄｔｈｅＬＡＴ，ｔｈｅＷＰｄｉｄｎｏｔｄｉｓｃｕｓｓｔｈｅｌａｎｄ‐

leaseproblems．

HReferendum

lnthecoverageofthereferendum，ｔｈｅｄｏｍｉｎａｎｔｔｏｎｅｏｆｔｈｅａｒｔｉ‐

cleswasnegativelnlinewithoneanother，thethreepapersre‐

flectednotionswhichapparentlyaboundamonggovernmentofficials

oftheUnitedStates，includingthebeliefthatthe‘ibasesareana-

tionalmatter，ｎｏｔａｌｏｃalmatter，ｔｏｂｅｄｅｃｉｄｅｄｂｙＣｈｅＧｏｖｅｒｎｍｅｎｔｓ

ｏｆｔheUnitedStatesandJapan，，（ＮＹＴ，1386,9／8／96)．Suchan

argumentrepeatedlyconfrontsOkinawanswhovisitgovernmentｏｆ‐

ficialsinthehopeofpetitioningforthereductionandrealignmemt

oftheUS､militarybases・Asiftosupport1heaboveargument,

thereferendumwasseeminglydismissedbybothcriticsand

Okinawansasmeaningless（ＬＡＴ，１２６０，９／5／96),，，ｏｒｔｈｅｗｏｒｄｉｎｇ
Ｏｄ

ｗａｓｄｅｃｌａｒｅｄｔｏｂｅｓoambiguousthattheresult‘`cannotbereadas

anendorsement．．、toeliminateallbasesby2015，，（ＮＹＴ11386,

9／8／96)．ThefollowingexamplesalsospotlighttheOkinawans

ambivalentfeelingstowardsthereferendumasweUasｔｈｅｎegative

aspectsoftbereferendum：
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Q

Sornepeopleapparentlydidnotvotetodaybecauseofworries

abouttheeconomicimpactofbaseclosings・Eventhoughcities

withbasesaremostsubjecttothenoiseanddangersfrom

them，theyarealsomosteconomicallydependentonthem

（ＮＹＴ，１３８６，９／9／96)．

Otherssaidtheyhadnotvotedbecausethequestiononthebal‐

lotwasvagueandpoorlyphrased、Peoplewereaskedwhether

theyagreedwithorwereopposedtoaconsolidationandreduc-
tionoftheAmericaｎｂａｓｅｓａｎｄａｒｅｖｉｅｗｏｆｔｈｅＳｔａｔｕｓｏｆＦorces

Agreement，whichspecifiestherightsofAmericanmilitaryper-

sonnelinJapan（ＮＹＴ，1386,9／9／96)．

ＴｈｅｗｏｒｄｉｎｇｏｆｔｈｅｒｅｆｅｒｅｎｄｕｍｉｓｓｏｖaguethatfewOkinawans

arelikelytovoteagainstit、Criticssaythevotewillbemean‐

inglesssinceitdoesnotaddresskeyquestionsnowrolling

Okinawa：ＤｏｉｓｌａｎｄｅｒｓｗａｎｔａｃｏｍｐｌｅｔｅａｎｄｉｍｍediateUS、

pulloutoragradualreductionofforces？Whatindustrywould

placethelostincomefromthebases？WouIdthebasesberelo‐

catedtomainlandJapan，and，ｉｆｓｑｗｈｏｗｏｕｌｄａｃｃｅｐｔｔｈｅｍ？

(ＬＡＴ，１２６０，９／5／96）

ＡｎｅａｒｌｉｅｒａｒｔｉｃｌｅｏｆｔｂｅＬＡＴｓｉｍｉｌａrlyindicatedproblemswith

thecontentofthereferendum，notingthat“thereferendum,sword‐

ｉｎｇｉｓｓｏｇｅｎｅｒａｌｔｈａｔｔｈｅＯｋｉｎａｗａｎｐublicisexpectedtoapproveit

byanoverwhelmingmarginⅡ,（ＬＡＴ，119ｑ８／29／96)．

Asfortheresultsofthereferendum，theNYTreportsthatal-

thoughthｅｒｅｗａｓａｎｏｖｅｒｗｈｅｌｍｉｎｇｒａｔｉｏｏｆｔｈｅvotesinfavorofa

reduction，“themessaｇｅｗａｓｍｕｔｅｄｂｙａｌｏｗｖｏｔｅｒｔｕｒｎｏｕｔｏｆ５９．５

percent,，（ＮＹＴ，１３８６，９／8／96l

Theonlypositivereportoftherefｅｒｅｎｄｕｍｗａｓｔｏｂｅｆｏｕｎｄｉｎｔｈｅ

ＬＡＴ：

－２１６－



ButthereferendumwasaIsoseenasachancetogainculturaI

recognitionandtherespectthatislandersfeelisstillbeingde-

niedthem・MostofalLitisthefirstopportunityinacentury

forOkinawanstoshapetheirownpoliticalfate（ＬＡＴ，1329,
9／8／96)．

ThestatementabovealsoshowswelltheenthusiBsmandexcite‐

ｍｅｎｔｏｆｔｈｅＯｋｉｎａｗａｎｐｅｏｐｌｅｗｈｏｃｏｍｍittedthemselvestoseeking

thereductionandrealignmentoftheUS・basesontheirisland

Toconclude,theimpressionsthatreadersreceivefromthemajor‐

ityofarticlesonthereferendumcouldprobablybelabelednegative、

Ｏｎｔｈｅｗｈｏｌｅ，ｗｉｔｈｔｈｅｅｘｃｅｐｔｉｏｎｏｆｔｈｅＷＰ，thenewspaperseffec‐

tivelypresentedthepositionofthoseopposedtotheanti-basemove-

mentonOkinawELInparticular，thecomplicatedfeelingsofthose

wｂｏｏｐｐｏｓｅｔｈｅｗｉｔｈｄｒａｗａｌｏｆｔｈｅＵＳ・troopsfoundexpression

mostlyinthecontextoffinancialreasons、Someofthereportsin-

deedpointedouttheproblemsofthereferendum，andthosewere

validargumentsworthyofpresentationHowever，onecannotdeny

thattherewasanunbalancedallotmentofboththefactsａｎｄｔｈｅ
●

people'sopinions・Becausethefocusofthereferendumstorieswere

moreonnegativeaspectsthanonpositiveaspects，overwhelmingly

thearticlesprojeｃｔｅｄｔｈｅｉｍａｇｅｔｈａｔｔｈｅｒｅｗｅｒｅｍｏｒｅｐeoplewho

wereagainstthereductioｎｏｆｔｈｅｂａｓｅｓｔｈａｎｔｈｏｓｅｗｈｏｗｅｒｅｉｎ

ｆavorofreductionofthebases．

LMattersRelatedtoU.S､Ｆ､J、ｏｎＯＭｎａｗａ

ＴｈｅｒｅａｒｅｔｈｒｅｅｍａｊｏｒａｒｇｕmentsthatthethTeepaperssharein

commonintheircoverageofmattersｒｅｌａｔｅｄｔｏＵＳＦ・Ｊｏｎ

Ｏｋｉｎａｗａ、First，theyinsinuatetheinepthandlingoftheJapanese

governmentanditsinabilitytodefusetheOkinawaproblem、Ｔｈｅｙ
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criticizetheambiguousattitudeoftheJapanesegovernmentintheir

copingwiththeOkinawaissue，especiallythelackofdetermination

anddecisivenessineducatingthenationalsontheimportanceofthe

US-JapanSecurityTreaty・Inaddition，thepaperstypicallysup‐

porttheirargumentbycitingtheOkinawansannoyancetowards

theJapanesegovernment：

"Whatisstriking，
Ａｍｅｒｉｃａｎｓｂｕｔａｔ

1329,9／8／96)．

however，isthewidespreadangernotatthe

thenationalgovernmentinTokyo，,（ＬＡＴ，

Otherexamplesareasfollows：

Japaneseofficialsprivatelysaytheydesperatelywanttokeep

theAmericanbaseabutinpublicJapanesepoliticalleadershave

beensilentaboutexplainingthereasonsfortheAmericanmili‐

tarypresenceAsaresult，theimagepresentedonJapanese
televisionisthatAmericansarefarmoreenthusiasticabout

maintainingthebasesthａｎＪａｐａｎｉｓ（ＮＹＴ，３４，１１／2／95)．

OtablamedTokyobureaucrats--notｕｓ、generals--forbeingun‐

willingtochangeconditionssothatthebasesarelessdisruptive

toOkinawans、TheAmericanshaveindicatedthattheywould

complywithJapaneserequests,hesaidbuttheJapanesegov-

ernmenthasnotaskedforconcessions（ＬＡＴ，１２６０，９／5／96)．

Second，theyrepeatedlyassert，alongwithpresentationofsuppor‐

tivefacts，ｔｈａｔｔｈｅＵ・Ｓｉｓｍａｋｉｎｇｔｈｅｕｔｍｏｓｔｅｆｆｏｒｔｓｔｏｌｅｓsenthe

inconvenienceordisturbanｃｅｃａｕｓｅｄｂｙｔｈｅＵ.Ｓ・militarypresence

Thiscanbeseeninexamplessuchasthefollowing：

Pollsshowrisingsupportforthemilitaryparmershipbetween
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thetwocounties，andmanyJapancscseemtohaveconcluded

thatAmericamadeagood-faithefforttoresolvetheproblems
oｎＯｋｉｎａｗａａｎｄｔｈａｔｎｏｔｍｕｃｈｍｏｒｅｎｅｅｄｓｔｏｂｅｄｏｎｅ（ＮＹＴ，
862,5／25／96)．

Theefforts［ｏｆＵＳ・militaryｔｏ.`controlcrimeandwhatsome

Okinawansviewasobnoxiousbehavior''］ｓｅｅｍｔｏｂｅｐａｙｍｇｏｆｆ
ｉｎｓｏｍｅｒｅｓｐｅｃｔｓArrestsofAmericanmilitarypersonnelfor
committingseriouscrimeslikemurder，rapeandthefthave

droppedbymorethａｎｈａｌｆｉｎｔｈｅｌａｓｔｙｅａｒ（ＮＹＴ，1414,
9／11／961

Finally，themostdommantargumentthatprevailsthroughthe

articlesofthethrｅｅｐａｐｅｒｓｉｓｔｈｅｉｍｐｏｒｔａｎｃｅｏｆｔｈｅＵS-JapanSe‐

curityTreaty・Reiteratedmessagesthatunderscorethesignificance

oftheUS-JapanSecurityTreatyclarifythosepapers,stanceto‐

wardstheOkinawaissues：

"TherapetriggeredalongoverduedebateinJapanabout
whetherthealliancewasnecessaryfollowingtheenｄｏｆｔｈｅｃｏｌｄ
ｗａｒ,，，Ｍｒ・Mondalesaid嘆Ａｓｔｈｅｄｅｂａｔｅｗｅｎｔｏｎ，theanswer

cameintheaffirmative，strongerthanever・Solbelievethere,s

somegreaterdepthunderpinningthisallianceasaresultofthat
debate（ＮＹＴ，８６２，５／25／96).，！

WhilethereisfeverishdiscussionａｂｏｕｔｗｈａｔｔｏｄｏｗｉｔｈＡｍｅｒｉ‐

cantroops，thereislittlepublicdiscussionoｆｗｈａｔＪａｐａｎｗｏｕｌｄ

ｄｏｉｆｔｈｅｙｗｅｎｔｈｏｍeButmanymilitaryanalystssaytheｉｎ‐
evitableresultwouldbethatJapanwouldbolsteritsown

forces-andthatcouldtriggeraregionalarmsｒａｃｅ（ＷＰ，80,
11／15／95)．

TheUnitedStatesandJapan［Yukihikolkeda,Japaneseforeign
minister］said，ｗｉｌｌｍａｋｅ“theutmostefforttotrytoprevent

－２１９－
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theOkinawaincidentfrombecominｇａｎｏｂｓｔａｃｌｅｔｏｔｈｅｖｉｔａｌ

ＵＳ、roleintheregion”（ＷＰ’237,1／21／96)．

TheabovethreeargumentspossiblyrefIecttheunderlyingprinci‐

plesofthethreepapersintheircoverageofOkinawa-re]ａｔｅｄｍａｔ‐

ters・Thefollowingarerelevantstatememtsfromeachpaper：

AmericanmilitarybehaviorinJapanhasgenerallybeengood

sincetheoccupationinl945、Ｉｔｗｏｕｌｄｂｅａｍｉｓｔａｋｅｔｏｌｅｔｉｎ‐

stancesofcriminalbehaviorundercutthecommonJapaneseand

AmericanobjectivesofpreservingthepeacｅｉｎＥａｓｔＡｓｉａ（NYT，
33,10／28／95)．

MeanwhileitcreatesanunhealthysituationinwhichtheUnited

StatesｉｓｓｏｍｅｔｉｍｅｓｍａｄｅｔｏｌｏｏｋｍｏｒｅｃｏｎｃｅrnedforJapans

securitythantheJapanese，ａｎｄmoreobligedforthefactand

theinevitablefrictionsofforeignbases（ＷＰ，35,11／6／95)．

TokyoandWashingtonagreethattheirsecurityinterestsrequire

acontinuedstrongU､Smilitarypresence、Theyalsoagreethat

areducedrelianceonOkinawabasesisdesirable、Thechallenge

forHashimotoorhissuccessoristoshapethepoliticalconseL
susthat,ｓｎｅｅｄｅｄｔｏｓｈｉｆｔｓｏｍｅＵＳｆｏｒｃｅｓｆｒｏｍOkinawato

themainislands（ＬＡＴ，１４１３９／11／96)．

Ｔｏｓｕｍｍａｒｉｚａｔｈｅｒｅｉｓａｄｏｍｉｎａｎｔｔｏｎethroughoutthearticles

coveringｍａｔｔｅｒｓｒｅｌａｔｅｄｔｏＵＳＦ.』、ｏｎＯｋｉｎａｗａｔｈａｔｔｈｅＵ.Ｓ・－

JapanSecurityTreatyisindispensableforpeace-keepinginEast

Asiaa､dthatareductionofthecurrentlOO,ＯＯＯＵ・Stroopsinthe

areaisinconceivableThus，ｔｈｅＯｋｉｎａｗａｉｓｓｕｅｉｓpresentedasan

issuethatshouldbecompensatedfororresolvedasadomesticmat‐

ter．
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ThepapersarealsoinclinedtoimplｙｔｈａｔｔｈｅＵＳ、ｈａｓｍａｄｅｓｏ

ｍｕｃｈｅｆｆｏｒｔａｎｄｃｏｍｐｒｏｍｉseinordertoappeasetheOkinawams

ｔｈａｔｔｈｅｒｅｉｓｎｏｔｍｕｃｈｌｅｆｔｆｏｒｔｈｅＵＳ、ｔｏｄｏ、Thisimplication

mayhavecontribuｔｅｄｔｏｔｈｅｃｒｅａｔｉｏｎｏｆｔｈｅｉｍａｇｅａｍｏｎgreaders

thattheJapanesegovernmｅｎｔｉｓｓｏｄｅｐｅｎｄｅｎｔｏｎｔｈｅＵＳ・thatitis

incapableofdefusingtheOkiｎａｗａｐｒｏｂｌｅｍｏｎｉｔｓｏｗｎ．

Ｊ、Conclusion

lnconclusionofthischapterontheforeigHnewspapercoverageof

Okinawa-relatedmatters，ｉｔｃａｎｂｅｓａｉｄｔｈａｔａｓａｗｈｏｌｅｔｈｅｎｅｗｓｐａ‐

persappearedtobesympathetictoOｋｉｎａｗａｎｓｗｈｉｌｅａｔｔｈｅｓａｍｅ
Ｄ

ｔｉｍｅｔｈｅywerecriticalofthepoorhandlingｏｆｉｓｓｕｅｓｂｙｔｈｅＪａｐａ‐

nesegovernment・Theyalsoappearednottosupportthereduction

andrealignmentoftheU・SmilitarybasesonOkinawa，butinstead

firmlyadheredtothesignificanceandvalueoftheU・S-JapanSecu‐

rityTreaty

Surprisingly，thepapersdidnotapproachtheOkinawaissuefrom

thestandpointofhumanrights，ａｎｄｄｉｄｎｏｔｆｏｃｕｓｏｎｔheOkinawan

people,ｓｒｉｇｈｔｔｏｈａｖｅａｓａｆｅａｎｄｐｅａｃｅｆｕｌｌｉvingenvironment、On

thispoint，thepapersdidnotreflecttheOkinawanpeopleDsdesire

lmprovingtheirlivingenvironmentisthefirstpriorityforthe

Okinawanpeople，butthatmeansprincipallymitigatingthedangers

andinconveniencesthatdailythreatentheirlives、ManyOkinawans

wanttolessentheirｂｕｒｄｅｎｏｆｔｈｅＵＳ・militarybasesandtheprob‐

lemsthatderivefromthebases，problemswhichinfringeupontheir

ｈｕｍａｎｒｉｇｈｔｓＴｈｅｒｅｖｉｓｉｏｎｏｆＳＯＦＡｉｓwhattheOkinawansreally

wanLThus，WashingtonandTokyo，ｓａｒｇｕｍｅｎｔｔｈａｔｂａｓｅｓｉｎ

Ｏｋｍawaareessentia］ｉｎｋｅｅｐｉｎｇｐｅａｃｅｉｎＡｓｉａｓｅｅｍｓｔｏｔｈｅ

Ｏｋｉｎａｗａｎｓｔｏｂｅａｎｉｓｓｕｅｒｅｍｏｔｅｆｒｏｍwhattheyarethemselves
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confrontingTheyseekfirsttosecuresafetyintheirownlives・

Thus，thewaythethreepapersapproachedtheOkinawaproblemdid

notconveyOkinawanspressingdesire

Moreover，despitethedescriptionsofhistoricalbackgroundina

coupleofarticles，ｔｈｅｆｏｃｕｓｏｎｅａｃｈｓｔｏｒｙｗａｓｅｉｔｈｅｒｏｎe-sidedor

outoffocus、TheNYTreportedwellthebrutalityoftheJapanese

militarytowardsOkinawansduringWW・ＩＬ，butitdidnotmention

unfairtreatmｅｎｔｂｙｔｈｅＵＳ・military，suchasforcefulexpropria-

tionofland，duringthefollowingperiodofoccupationAsinother

articles，theNYTscriticalstancetowardstheJapaneseGovernment

wasobviouslyafocalpointinthearticleHowever，withoutmen‐

tioningbothgovernments，unfairtreatmentoftheOkinawans，itis

impossibletoconveytheOkinawanspointofviewaccurately，

Similarly，ｆocusingonhistoricaleventsof300or400yearsagodoes

notcontributemuchtotheunderstandingofthecurrentOkinawa

problemTheprobleｍｓｔｏｄａｙｄｅｒｉｖｅｆｒｏｍｔｈｅＵ.Ｓ・militarypres-

ence，notfromtheJapaneseinvasionofOkinawainthel7thcen-

tury、

InDjscoUelfngtﾉiejVbPws，MichaelShudsonwrotethat“ｃｏｎｔｅｎｔｏｆ

ａｎｅｗｓｓｔｏｒｙｒｅｓｔｓｏｎａｓｅｔofsubstantivepoliticalassumptions，as-

sumptionswhosevalidityisneverquestioned，，（Shudson，184)．He

saysthattheenvironmentthathassurroundedorissurroundingthe

journalistsistheimportantkeytothebuildingofthoseassump-

tionsbecauseithasasignificantinfluenceontheconstructionof

their“newsjudgment.，,Shudsonfurtherstatesthat“theseassump‐

tionsarethehiddenmessageof1bbjectivity・'’１ｔｃｏｕｌｄｂｅｓａｉｄｔｈａｔ

ｔｈｅ``assumption，,thatthejournalistshadincoveringtheOkinawa

issuesisthe“indispensableroleoftheU､S-JapanSecurityTreaty.”

Havingthisfirmassumptionintheirmind1theymighthave
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unconsciouslymissed，orintentionallyoverlooked，thejmportanceof

reportingthoseaspectso［thehistoricalbackgroundofOkinawa

whichcouldleadtheirreaderstoacquireadeeperinsightinto

Okinawaanditsjustifiabledemands．

Ｖ・CoverageofOkinawaRelatedMattersbyMagazine
Therapeofal2-year-oldschoolgirlonSeptember4，ｌ９９５ｗａｓａ

ｇｒｅａｔｓｈｏｃｋｔｏｔｈｅＯｋｉｎａｗａnpeople・Onecansaythattheincident

resultedinasocialupheavaltothepeopleｏｆＯｋｉｎａｗａｉｎｔｈｅｆｏｌｌｏｗ‐

ingyear・Therapeincidentquicklysnowballeｄｉｎｔｏａｈｕｇeanti-base

movement；theOkinawanpeoplecalledfortherevisionofArticle

l9,paragraphQofl960StatusofForcesAgreementandthereduc-

tionandrealignmentoftheUSmilitarybasesonOkinawa・These

twodemandswerenotfulfi]ledonthenatjonalleveLhowever,on

tbeprefecturallevel，theypaveｄｔｈｅｗａｙｌｏｒａｒｅｆｅｒｅｎｄｕｍｏｎｔｈｅｒｅ‐

ductionofUSbasesheldonSeptembeｒ８，１９９６，whichwasJapans

firstprefecture-wideplebisciteAlso，aftertherapecase，Ｇovernor

MasahideOtaofOkinawarefusedtosignlegaldocumentsthat

wouldforceafewrecalcitrantlocallandlordstorenewtheirleases

onUS、installations、Italsodevelopedintoanunprecede､tedcourt

battlebetweenthecentralgovernmentandtheOkinawangover､‐

ment、Furthermore，whenalandleaseofalocallandownerexpired

inAprill996，itengenderedananomaloussituationinwhichthe

centralgovernmentoccupiedalandwithoutanylegalbasesThe

expiryofthelandleaseevolvedintooneoftheinternational（diplo‐

matic）problemsbetweentheUS、andJapalL

OnecannotdenythattherewasanoverbearingburdenofUS、

militarybasesontheOkinawanpeopleextendedmorethan50years

inthebackgroundofsuchaseriesofpoIiticalissues、Constant
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occurrenceofcrimeandaccidentscausedbyUSmilitarypersonnel

anddependantsgavetheOkinawanpeople，'indescribablehumiliation

andterrorintheirdailylives,，（Ｔｉｍｅ，１１／6／95)．Also，derived

from，'ｈｕｇｅａｒｅａｓｏｆＵ・Sbases叩which,，sprawlacrossone-fifthof

Okinawa､,scrowdedmainisland,０，andmrestrictionsonairspaces

andsealanes,，wasdescribedas,，Itfeelsmorelikeacolonyonthe

vergeofrebellion，’（Ｔｉｍｅ，１１／6／95)．

ＴｏｔｈｏｓｅｗｈｏｌｉｖｅｉｎＯｋｉｎａｗａａｎｄｓｔｕｄyOkinawaproblem,ｔｈｅ

ｒａｐｅｃａｓｅｓｅｅｍｓｔｏｂｅｂｏｔｈａｈｕｍａｎrightsaswellasaconstitu‐

tionalissue（refertoOhj几ＱｍｑｈＱｒａｍｉｔａノカeinﾉahenpobyTetsumi

TakaraMiraisha，１９９７ａｎｄＫｍｄｍＯﾉﾔj几α〃α几oSejshj几sﾉｶjbyTeruo

HiyanebyShakaihyouronshal996lOnthecontrary，foreignmaga-

zinesseemtoviewitprimarilyasadiplomaticconcernａｓｒｅｌａｔｅｄｔｏ

ｔｈｅＵ,S-JapanSecurityTreaty，andtheJapamesedefensesystem・

Theanti-basesentimentthatthisincidentengenderedinthelocal

peoｐｌｅｄｉｄｎｏｔｓｅｅｍｔｏｂｅｒｅｆｌｅｃｔｅｄｉｎｔｈecoveragebyforeignmaga-

zmes，whichemphasizedtheimportanceoffirmsecuritytiesbetween

thetwonations：

Okinawa，sproblemscuttothehighlysensitiveissueof

Washington-Tokyorelations・Althoughstrainedbytherapein‐

cident，continualtradefrictionandrecentchargesofCIAspying

onJapaneseofficials，theallianceremainssolidinonevital

area：anagreementaboutmutualstrategicinterestｓ‐andthe

continuedpresenceofUSforcｅｓｉｎｔｈｅｒｅｇｉｏｎ（Newsweek，
11／13／95)．

ＴｉｍｅａｌｓｏｒｅｆｅｒｓｔｏｔｈｅＯｋｉｎａｗａｉｓｓｕｅａｓｆｏｌｌｏｗｓ：

ＦｒｏｍWashington,sstandpoint，Ｏｋｉｎａｗａｉｓｏｎｅｏｆｔｈｅｉｍｐｏｒ－
ｔａｎｔｂasesithasoverseas、Ｔｈｅ28,000ｕｓ・sailors，Marinesａｎｄ
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airmenstationedontheislandarekeytothedefenseofSouth

Korea，wherethedangerfromNorthKoreaisstillgenuine
Theyalsoserveassecｕｒｉｔｙｆｏｒｔｈｅｒｅｓｔｏｆｔｈｅｒｅｇｉｏｎ
(１１／6／95)．

ThereseemtobemainlytwoperceptionsconcerningtheOkinawa

probleminforeignwriters，minds，asrepresentedintheabovetwo

examples、Firstly，theystresstheimportanceofsolidarityinmili‐

taryaffairsbetweentheUS・ａｎｄＪａｐａｎｉｎｔｈｅＡｓｉａ‐Pacificregion

Secondly，theyholdthatamilitarypresenceonOkinawaisessen‐

tialtothenationalsecurityoftheUnitedStates・

Ｏｎｔｈｅｏｔｈｅｒｈａｎｄ，theywarnagainstanyfutureJapanesemili-

taryexpansionintheEastAsiaregion

ThistrainofthoughtisalsoreflectedinastatedfearofJapanese

ｎｕｃｌｅａｒａｒｍａｍｅｎｔｉｎｔｈｅｅｖｅｎｔｏｆＵＳ・troopwithdrawalfrom

Okinawa、ｍｅＥｂｏ几omjstwrote：

FromshowingJapan，sdeterminationtocontributemoretothe

Americanalliance，ｔｈｅｒｅｖｉｅｗｓｅｅｓｃｕｔｓｉｎｔｈｅｎｕｍｂｅｒｓｏf

troops，shipsandfighteraircraftprovidedbyJapanThiswill
encouragethoseAmericanswhosaythatonlythewithdrawalof
AmericantroopswillmakeＪａｐａｎｄｏｍｏｒｅｆｏｒｉｔｓｏｗｎｄｅｆｅｎｃｅ、

Themorethatargumentgatherspace，ｔｈｅｃｌｏｓｅｒＡｓｉａｇｅｔｓｔｏ
ａｎａｌａｒmingarmsraceDeprivedofAmericanprotection，and
facinganuclearChina，Japanwouldgonucleartoo、Ｓｏ，ｉｎ
turn，mightSouthKorea，ＴａｉｗａｎａｎｄｗｈｏｋｎｏｗｓｅｌｓｅＪａｐａｎｓ
ｄｅｆenceplannersshouldtryagain（12／2／95)．

ＴｈｅｓａｍｅｆｅａｒｉｓｓｔａｔｅｄｉｎｔｈｅＮｅｗｓｗｅｅｋ：

CommonsecuritygoalslockJapanandtheUnitedStatesintoa

tight，ifsometimesuncomfortable，embracawhichthePentagon
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hasnointerestinrelaxing、WithoutUSforces，Tokyowould

rearm，possiblywithnuclearweaponsAretrenchmentinAsia
wouldalsoleadtoareductionofthedefensebudget、Inevita‐

bly1thefeelingsoftheOkinawanswillcountforlessthanthe
needｓｏｆｔｈｅｔｗｏｂｉｇｐｏｗｅｒｓ（11／13／951

Eventually，ｔｈｅＯｋｉｎａｗａｐｒｏｂｌｅｍｃｏｍｅｓｄｏｗｎｔｏｗｈｅｔｈｅｒｏｒｎｏｔ

ｔｈｅＵＳ・andotherdevelopednationsaswellasAsiancountriescan

dispelalltheapprehensionsaboutJapan，snucleararmament、Ｏｒａｓ

Ｊ.N､MakdirectorofresearchattheMalaysianlnstituteofMari-

timeAffairs，succinctlyputsit：

,,Ｙｏｕ（Asianpeople）wanttokeeptheJapanesemilitarygenie
inthebottle，，（Ｔｉｍｅ，１１／6／95)．

Thisistheso-calledⅢ,genieinthebottle,，’argument，whichpostu‐

latesthattheU.Ｓ、militarypresenceactsasadeterrenttoJapanese

militaryexpansioninAsia

Foreignmagazmearticlesalsoshowapervasivebiasagainstthe

Okmawanpeople、Fromthesociologicalpointofview，onecannot

concludethattheexpressionsarewrongHowever，tbeydoreflect

adeep-rootedprejudice

Representativeofthisisthepictureofthe，’burningStarsand

Stripes，，ｏｎｔｈｅｃｏｖｅｒｏｆＴＺｍｅｏｎＮｏｖｅｍｂｅｒ６，1995．Theheadline

read”TheFuryMounts.,，Thisgivesreadersanimpressionofanti-

Americanism，whichｄｏｅｓnotnecessarilyconveythefeelingsofthe

majorityoftheOkinawanstowardAmericansaftertherape,evenif

itdoesrepresentthefeelingsoftheJapanesetowardAmericanshalf

acenturybefore・Ｉｔｉｓｎｏｅｘａｇｇｅｒａｔｉｏｎｔｏｓａｙｔｈａｔｔｈｉspjctureis

anachronisticand，，malicious,，,andnotcongruouswithｔｈｅ
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sentimentoftheOkinawanpeople・NoOkinawanswouldendorse

theactofburningaforeignrlag

Moreover，headlinessuchasmYankeesGctLost”ａｎｄ,,ＹａｎｋｅｅＧｏ

Ｈｏｍｅ”rubbedtheOkinawanpeople'sfeelingsthewrongway・A

majorityofJapaneseknowthatsuchremarksandexpressionsare

derogatorytoforeigncountries・Ｉｎａｓｅｎｓｅ，Okinawansfeelthat

suchexpressionsshouldremainunspokenlnfact，noindividua］ｕｔ‐

teredthesewordsandnooneheardsuｃｈｒｅｍａｒｋｓｉｎｒａｌｌｉｅｓａｎｄｄｅｍ‐

onstrationmarches，ｅｖｅｎｉｎＯｃｔｏｂｅｒｌ９９５ｗｈｅｎｔｈｅａnti-base

movementwasatitspeakTheusageofsuchlanguageinamaga‐

zine，especiallywheninaccurate，isdiscriminatoryinitself-against

theOkianwanpeople、

ＴｈｅｓａｍｅａｒｇｕｍｅｎｔｃｏｕｌｄａｐｐｌｙｔｏａノVeuﾉsﾛﾉeeharticleofNovem‐

berl3，1995．TheaccompanyingphotographoftherallyofOctober

21，l995wasonadoublespreadtitlepageandborethetitleof

mYankee，ＧｏＨｏｍｅ． ”』udgingfromthetestimoniesofthepeopIe

invo]vedandthecoverageoftherally，therewasnoevidencethat

suchsloganswerechanted、

ノVbuﾉsuﾉeehranaspecialfeaturestorywiththeheadline”Battleof

Okinawall'’０，October２，１９９５．SomeOkinawansmightbehurtor

offendedbytheheadline・Theeditormighthavethoughtthatthe

headlinestandsoutrhetoricaUy，ｂｕｔｔｏｔｈｏｓｅｗｈｏａｔｔｅｍｐｔｔｏｖｅｒｊｆｙ

ｔｈehistoricalaspectsofthebattleofOkinawa，itissomethingthat

causesunjustgｒｉｅｆＥｖｅｎｉｆｔｈｉｓｗｅｒｅａｎｅｗ，,BattleofOkinawa，
ＤＯ

ｉｔｄｏｅｓｎｏｔｊｕｓｔｉｆｙｔｈｅａｃｔｓｏｆｔｈｅthreeservicemen，whoabducted

andrapedanelementaryschoolchild，andthatoftheUnitedStates

thatallowedittohappen・

Notonlyheadlinesandphotographs，butalsoarticlescontained

expressionswhichcanbenothingelsebutprejudice、Ｆｏｒexample：
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ＯｋｉｎａｗａｍａｙｂｅａｓｏｖｅｒｅｉｇｎｐａｒｔｏｆJapan，ｂｕｔｉｔｆｅｅｌｓｍｏｒｅ

ｌｉｋｅａｃｏｌｏｎｖｏｒｌｔｈevergeofrebGIIion（Ｔｉｍｅ，11／6／95)．ザ

Theyarewidelyviewedassecond-classcitizens，despitetheterri‐

blesufferingtheyenduredinthetI1ree-monthlmperialJapanese

forcesinl945（Ｔｉｍｅ，１１／6／95)．

Otherexamplesofproblematicexpressionsareasfollows：

mvadersfromthe

Japaneseoutinone

war．．．．（Ｔｉｍｅ

Inl879theywerecolonizedbyJapanese
northlnl945Americansoldiersdrovethe

ofthebloodiestbatt]esofthePacific

ll／6／95)．

SuchdescriptionspromoteamistakenimpressionsthatOkiJlawa

wasacolonyofmainlandJapanFurthermore，thearticletitled

"ＤｒｅａｍｓｏｆＳｉｌｋ，SpicesandSelf-Respect,，，ｉｎノVeuﾉsuueeﾉｾreferringto

the’'９randdesignofacosmopolitancity,，，issomethingthatcould

beassociatedwiththenever-endingdreamsofgreatvoyagedays

ltisnoexaggerationtosaythatthereisahugediscrepancybetween

the,,ideals,，oftheOkinawanpeopleaspresentedbyforeignwriters

andthetruewishoftheOkinawansSuchexpressionsarerepresen-

tativeofdiscriminationagainstAsiansingeneral，andJapaneseand

Okinawansinparticular，whoaredealtwithinonedimensional

streotypicalterms

Thenthereisthemonumenta］faux-pasofAdmiralRichard

Macke，ＣｏｍｍａｎｄｅｒｏｆＵ.Ｓ・ForcesinthePacjficlnaremarkable

displayofinsensitivity，hestated：，Tvesaidseveraltimes，ｆｏｒｔｈｅ

ｐｒｉｃｅｔｈｅｙｐａｉｄｔｏｒｅｎｔｔｈｅｃａｒｔｈｅｙｃｏｕｌｄｈａｖｅｈａｄａｇｉｒｌ，，（

ﾉVems[ueelB11／27／95)．
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Theseremarksaredemeaningtowomeｎｉｎｇｅｎｅｒａｌｎｏｔｏｎｌｙｂｅ‐

causeoftheexplicitassignmentofacommercialstatustowomen，

butalsobecauseoftheimplicationthatthereareprostitutesaround

USmilitarybases、

ＩｎｔｈｅｙｅａｒａｆｔｅｒｔｈｅｒａｐｅⅢtherepresentationoftheOkinawan

peopleinmagazinesintheEngIishspeakingregionsoftheworld

hasbeenratheranachronisticandstereotypicaLSuchashallowand

superficialanalysisofOkinawanscannotadequatelyconveythe，，in‐

describablehumiliationandterrorintheirdailylives，，（Ｔｉｍｅ

ｌｌ／6／95)．

ＩｃａｎｓｗｅａｒｔｈａｔｔｈｅｒｅａｒｅｎｏＯｋｉｎａｗａnswhoidentifythemselves

as，,thedescendantsoftheRyukyuKingdom'，（Newsweek，

9／13／96)．

Ⅵ、Conclusion

Therapeofal2-year-ｏｌｄｂｙｔｈｒｅｅＵＳ、servicemeninSeptember

l995aggravatedthealreadydifficultsituationthathaddeveloped

betweentheU､SandOkinawaasaconsequenceofhalｆａｃｅｎｔｕｒｙｏｆ

Ｕ・SmilitarypresenceinOkinawa・Ｎｅｗｓｏｆｔｈｅｒａｐｅｔｒｉｇｇｅｒｅｄａ

ｔｒａｉｎｏｆdemonstrationsincludｉｎｇａｒａｌｌｙｏｆ８５,O00peoplethattook

placeinGinowanCityonOctober21,1995.Theorderlyrally

calledfortighteneddisciplineovertheUS・militarypersonneland

theirdependentsanderadicationofcrimescauｓｅｄｂｙｔｈｅｍ，ａｎａｄｅ‐

quaterestitutionforthegirl，ｕｒｇｅｎｔｒｅｖｉｓｉｏｎｏｆｔｈｅＳＯＦＡ，andthe

reductionandrealignmentoftheUSmilitarybases・Duringthe

periodofoneyear，Septemberl995toSeptemberl996，theOkinawa

problembecameafocalinterestfortheworldApreponderant

amountofinformationonOkinawa，unprecedentedsincethereturn

ofOkinawatoJapaninl972，ｗａｓpublished，broadcast，ａｎｄｍａｄｅ
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availablethroughthelnternet・Foreignmedia,scontributiontothis

disseminationofOkinawa-relatedinformationｗａｓｉｍｍｅｎｓｅ・Ｈｏｗ‐

ever，ｆｒｏｍｔｈｅｖｉｅｗｐｏｉｎｔｏｆｔｗｏ］ocalmediaresearchers，ｔｈｅcover‐

ageofOkinawabyforeignmedia，asdescribedherefortwo

newswireServices，threeUSnewspapers，andfourweeklymaga-

zines1didnotreflecttherealplightofOkinawaandthecomplicated

sentimentoｆｔｈｅＯｋｉｎａｗａｎｐｅｏｐｌｅｔｏｗａｒｄｓｔｈｅＵＳ・militarypres‐

ｅｎｃｅ

Ｔｈｅｃｏｖｅｒａｇｅｂｙｔｈｅｎｅｗｓｗｉｒｅｓｅrvicesinitiallyappears“objective,，

becausetheyreportedonlyfactualinformationoftheeventsrelated

toOkinawaproblemYetupoⅡcloserinvestigation1thereports

seemedmoresuperficial，，ｔｈａｎ“objective”ｂｅｃａｕｓｅｏｆｔｈｅａｂｓｅｎｃｅｏｆ
Ｏｆ

ｄｅｅｐｈｉstoricalbackground，specificallyfailuretoprovideadequate

accountsoftheBattleofOkiｎａｗａａｎｄｔｈｅＵＳ・occupationof

Okinawa、Therewasalsomisleadinｇinformation，suchinformation

concerningthelandareaoccupiedbyU・ＳｂａｓｅｓｏｎＯｋｉｎａｗａａｎｄｄｅ‐

scriptionsoftheOkinawanpeopleas“Anti-American.，，Closerin‐

vestigationofnewswireagencies，reportsalsorevealedthattbe

focusofstoriesandselectionofsentencesdifferentiatedtheAPar-

ticlesfromAFParticles、WhereastheAssociatedPress（ＡＰ）artL

clesseemedinclinedtowardｓｔｈｅＵＳ、Government，asevidentfrom

subtleandpersistentcriticismoftheJapaneseGovernment，ｂｙｃｏｎ‐

trastAgenceFrancePresse（ＡＦＰ）articlesappearedmoreneutralbe-

causeissueswerepresentedfrommanyaspectsandopmionsfrom

variouspositionswererepresented・

ThenewspaperscoveragewascriticaloftheJapaneseGovern-

ment，whichwassaidtohavebeenincompetentindiffusingthe

Okinawaproblemandeducatingitscitizensonthesignificanceand

valｕｅｏｆｔｈｅＵＳ.‐JapanSecurityTreaty、Forallthreenewspapers，
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ｔｈｅfundamental，pervasivetheorythatwassustainedthroughout

theyear,sarticleswasapparentlytheindispensabilityoftheUS.‐

JapanSecurityandtheOkinawamilitarybasesfor“maintain[ing］

peace'，thoughastablemilitary-basedordｅｒｉｎＥａｓｔＡｓｉａ、Ａｓａｃｏｎ‐

sequence，Okinawanpeople,ｓｈｕmanrightsanddesiretohavea

peacefulenvironmentwereignoredinthereportofallthreepapers．

Ａ]thoughtherewereacoupleofarticleswhichincludedhistorical

background，thosewereeitherinsufficientorineffectiveforconj

frontingtheissueswhicharerelevantforanunderstandingofthe

situationinOkinawa

Fromthestandpointofthetwolocalmediaresearchers，ｔｈｅｃｏｖ‐

eragebyWeeklynewsmagazineswasratherprejudicedThemain

stressoftheweeklynewsmagazineswasalsooｎｔｈｅｉｍｐｏｒｔａｎｃｅｏｆ

ｔｈｅＵＳ.-JapanSecurityTreaty、Themagazinesfurtherunderscored

ｔｈｅｃｌａｉｍｔｈａｔｔｈｅＵＳ．、iIitaryisinOkinawaatthebehestofthe

JapaneseGovernment・WhendiscussingthesignificanceoｆｔｈｅＵＳ.‐

JapanSecurityTreaty，themagazinessuggestedthatJapanwould

armitselfagainwithoutthetreaty・TheirpretextjsthatifJapan

movestowardnucleararmament，thatwouldinstigateanarmsrace

inEastAsia，eventuallycausingmilitaristicdisorderinthearea・

Discussionofthea]readyabridgedhumanrightsoftheOkinawans，

whohavelongsufferedfromcrimeanddangersderivedfromthe

US、militarypresence，wascertainlynotrobustinthosenews

magazines、Otherevidenceofprejudicｅｃａｎｂｅｆｏｕｎｄｉｎｔｈｅｄｅｓｃｒｉｐ‐

tionsoftheOkinawans．Okinawansaredepictedas‘lanti‐

American,,insteadof“anti-U.Ｓ、bases.，’Someofthederogatory

remarks，allegedlyutteredbymostOkinawanswhoparticipatedin

aseriesofdemonstrations,areonlystereotypicalperceptionsof

Okinawansbyforeignjournalistsratherthantheaccuratereflection
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ofthecharacteristicsoftheOkinawans

Asaconsequence，theimageofOkinawaprojectedinforeign

mediaseemsrathernegativeAccordingly，thelikelyimagereceived
lD

fromthearticlesisthatOkinawansarepoorpeoplewhosegov‐
UL

ernmenthashugelyreliedonincｏｍｅｆｒｏｌｎＵ.Ｓ、bases，ａｎｄｔｈａｔｔｈｅ

Ｏkinawansareextremelyemotionalandprejudicedpeoplewhochant

derogatoryremarksatAmericansandorburnanAmericanflag、

Ｓｏｍｅｏｆｔｈｅａｒｔｉｃｌｅｓｐｉｃｋｅｄｕｐｏｎｌｙａsmallportionofeventscaused

byafewextremeadvocatesfrommainlandJapanwhowerere-

frainedbytheOkinawans・Thisperceptivegapbetweenthelocal

peopleandtheforeignjournalistsisaconsequenceofalackofun-

derstandingof（１）theproblemsderivedfromtheheavyUSmilitary

presence，（２）theunfairmanagementofthoseprobｌｅｍｓｄｕｅｔｏＳＯＦＡ，

(3)Okinawa､,sstrongdesiretocreatepeacefulenvironment，ａｎｄ（４）

relevanthistoricalbackgroundofOkinawa・Withoutadequateun-

derstandingoftheseareas，ｉｎparticular，thesignificanceofrelevant

historicaleventsandconditions，onecannotpossiblydescribethere-

sentmentandantagonismoftheOkinawans・Thecontributionof

theforeignmediａｔｏｔｈedisseminationoftheOkinawaproblemwas

immense，butthegreaterandmorepenetratingreflectionoftheac‐

tualandhistoricalsituationofOkinawaanditspeopleisnecessary、

AIthoughaslocalmediaresearcherswehavefoundthisinvestiga‐

tionofayearⅡsnewscoverageofOkinawa-relatedissuestohave

beenvaluableandinstructive，ｉｔｉｓｏｎｌｙｗｉｔｈｒｅｇｒｅｔｔｈａｔｗｅａｃ‐

knowledgethatconcurrentstudyandexaminationoftheforeignme-

dia'scoverageofOkinawaissueswaswhatwasmostsorelyneeded・

Hadsuchinvestigationbeenattempｔｅｄａｎｄａｃｃｏｍｐｌｉｓｈｅｄａｔｔｈｅｔｉｍｅ

ｏｆｉntensecoverageofOkinawa-relatedissues,itmighthavebeen

possibletoreflectmoreaccuratelythelocalpeople，sperspectives

－２３２－



andtheirdesiresmightpossiblyhavebeenbettermetlnorderto

lessenthegapinperceptioHandunderstanding，whichexistsbetween

thepeopleinsideandoutsideOkinawa，ｉｔｉｓｎｅｃｅｓｓａｒｙｎｏｔｏｎｌｙｔｏ

ｒｅｐｏｒｔｏｎＯｋｉｎａｗａａｓｓｅｅｎｆｒｏｍｔｈｅｏｕｔｓｉｄｅｂｕｔalsotodispatch

fromwithinOkinawainformationwhichisbothrelevantand

timely・Thisisataskandgoalappropriatetotheageofglobal

communication・Throughresearchingandwritingthispaper，we

poignantlyfelttheneedtolaunchtrulyinteractivecommunications

withtheoutsideworld，recognizingthatsuchoutward-directedself-

expressionisvitalintbecontextofglobal6ommunication，andthat

compositelysuchcommunicationwilleventuallyleadtomutualuL

derstandingamongallpeopleｓｏｆｔｈｅｗｏｒｌｄ
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