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[Shakespeare's] Twelfth Night seems to gather
materials from a dozen different related works and
to combine them into one of the richest treatments
of a popular theme of Renaissance literature.
Hardin Craig
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Be careful to give specific, non-generic instructions for papers. An

assignment to "write about AIDS," for example, might tempt

students to use one the three AIDS papers at schoolsucks.com. A

more specific assignment will make plagiarism much more

difficult. (2)
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You said your students didn't have enough background

information about AIDS. What I would do is assign the whole



class a reading on AIDS (or several short readings). HAving
[sic] them discuss the readings might help them generate some
enthusiasm for the topic, discover what questions need to be
answered, and maybe learn how to distinguish between truth and
fantasy on the Web.

It might also be helpful to show them some tables of AIDS
statistics, to make sure they know how to read and interpret
statistics.

Then let them pick the place to research--preferably a particular
place like their home town, or the hospital they were born in, or
their parents' home town, or a foreign town where they have a
friend.

Instead of just reading, they could write to the mayor, the public
health official, a doctor, a social worker, etc. They [sic] paper
could be filled with direct quotations from the people they
interviewed (which they couldn't fake by copying a paper on the
internet, and which would help them learn how to quote
effectively.)

That's a quick off-the-top-of-my-head response. Hope it helps.

Bruce
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Examination Hell (Personal Opinion Paragraph)

Japanese high school students are famous throughout the world as
hard workers. They go to their regular school, then, to prepare
for college entrance examinations, they spend hours after school
studying or attending extra classes at "cram schools." I think that
this system has a bad effect on students for three reasons. First,
this system is based on memorization and does not help them
develop the ability to think for themselves. It helps them develop
the ability to takes tests, but it does not help them to learn to
think creatively. Second, the amount of time spent on studying for
tests prevents students from developing some other skills. For

example, students may not develop motor skills or social skills



because they spend all their time studying rather than playing or
using their hands. Entrance examinations are not as important in
the American educational system. Finally, the terrific pressure to
do well on exams is bad for students psychologically. For these
three reasons, "examination hell" is not good for Japanese
students. (Kitao 19)
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John: I really appreciate you taking a look at my paper,
Professor Sorensen: I feel it needs revision but I don't
know where to start.

Professor: I understand the feeling, John. All writers need feedback
on their work—1I know I do. Now, what do you think is

your biggest challenge here?
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Professor:

John:

Professor:

Maybe my organization. I'm not sure if each point
follows from the next, and whether they're in the right
order.

All right. First, let's focus on the thesis. Your thesis
seems a little vague. Can you state more clearly what
your central point is?

Sure. I think I can make that more specific.

Next, I'd carefully check your supporting points to see if
they directly and strongly support the thesis. When you
start going off topic it's often because your secondary
points are not clearly related to your thesis.

I see. But it's kind of confusing. There's so much text.
Well, that's where outlines come in handy. My main
recommendation is that you make an outline of your
entire paper. Write down your thesis, then your
supporting points underneath. That way you should be
able to see how tight and how logical your organization
is.

That sounds like a good idea. I can already see how I
could cut some paragraphs and move some others
around.

Great. Now, after you revise your paper, you're welcome
to stop back during my office hours and I'll be happy to
check that draft, too. (Hilke et al. 52)
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In January 1982, Gabrielle Napolitano, then in her senior year at
Princeton University, plagiarized the majority of her 12-page term

paper in a Spanish class from a book in the library. While she did



cite the book in five footnotes, she did not include citations in the
text for some paraphrased material and she did not include the
indicia of quotations for "numerous" verbatim quotations. The
professor was familiar with the book and immediately recognized
the plagiarism. The Princeton University Committee on Discipline
in February 1982 unanimously found Napolitano had plagiarized
and recommended punishment of delaying her bachelor's degree for
one year. Napolitano sued and the judge recommended that
Princeton give her a rehearing. The Committee on Discipline gave
her a rehearing in May 1982 and again unanimously found her
guilty of plagiarism and - with one abstention among the eight
votes - again recommended that her degree be withheld for one
year. The trial court held that the evidence supported Princeton's
finding that Napolitano had plagiarized, and the appellate court
affirmed. Napolitano v. Princeton Univ., 4563 A.2d 279
(N.J.Super.Ch.Div. 1982), affd 453 A.2d 263 (N.J.Super. 1982) 2.
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[. . .] To revisit the Gabrielle Napolitano case, after the committee
at Princeton imposed penalties on her, she decided to bring a
lawsuit against the University. She charged the University with
"libel and unspecified damages, contending that she was denied due
process” (Kleiman B1). Napolitano refused to accept responsibility
for her actions, calling her plagiarism a "technical error" (Kleiman

B1). The judge in the case decided to uphold the ruling of the



academic committee. (Luna 11)
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