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１

OkinawanandJapanesePerspectives

ontheUＳＭｉｌｉｔａｒｙＢａｓｅｓ

ａｎｄｔｈｅＧ８Ｓｕｍｍｉｔ
Ａ

ＥＧＡｌＶｎ，Takayoshi

ProfessorofPublicAdｍｉｎｉstrationandComparativePolitics

OkinawaSelectedSummitSite

ＡｔｔｈｅｅｎｄｏｆＡｐｒｉｌｌ９９９，JapanesePrimeMinisterK、Ｏｂｕｃｈｉ

ａｎｎｏｕｎｃｅｄｉｎＴｏｋｙｏｔｈａｔＯｋｉｎａｗａｗｉｌｌｈｏｓｔｔｈｅｍａｊｏｒｐａｒｔｏｆｔｈｅ

Ｙｅａｒ２０００ＳｕｍｍｉｔｆｏｒｔｈｅＧｒｏｕｐｏｆＥｉｇｈｔ，ａｎｄｔｈｅＧ８ｈｅａｄｓｏｆ

ｇｏｖｅｒｎｍｅｎｔｗｉｌｌｍｅｅｔｉｎＯｋｉｎａｗａ・

Okinawanpeoplewasverysurprisedａｔｔｈｅｂｉｇｎｅｗｓ，aswellas

mostofJapanesemainlanders．BecauseOkinawawasthoughttobe

faｒｌｅｓｓｓｕｉｔａｂｌｅｆｏｒＧ８ＳｕｍｍｉｔＣｏｎｆｅｒenceespeciallyintermsof

qualityoffacilitiesandeaseofsecurityarrangement，thansevenother

sitesproposed，ｉｎｓｐｉｔｅｏｆｔｈｅｅｎｔｈｕｓｉａｓｔｉｃｅｆｆｏｒｔsbyOkinawan

PrefecturalGovernment，TheTokyoGovernmentexplainedtheｒｅａｓｏｎ

ｗｈｙｉｔｎａｍｅｄｔｈｅｐｏｏｒｅｓｔｐ妃fectur巴ＯｋｉｎａｗａｔｏｈｏｓｔｔｈｅＧ８，saying

鯵Ｉｔｈａｓｈａｄａｌｏｎｇ，painfulhistory・Wehaveseenthestrongpassion

andenthusiasmofthepnefecturalcitizｅｎｓｆＯｒｔｈｅｓｕｍｍｉｔ.”

Atfirst，ａｌｍｏｓｔｏｆＯｋｉａｗａｎｐｅｏｐｌｅｗｅｌｃｏｍｅｄｔhemajorworld

event，becausetheythoughtthattheG8politicalleadersandjournalists

wouldseeOkinawanfactsastheyare0includingsevercfactofUS

hugemilitarybaseslocatedinOkinawa，ａｎｄｔｈａｔｉｔｍｉｇｈｔｂｏｏｓｔｌｏｃａｌ
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economies・Ａｔｔｈｅｓａｍｅｔｉｍｅ，however，afeelingofgreatuneasiness

begantospreadovertheislandprefecturethatsomehiddenpolitical

motivesmightunderliethedecisiontoselｅｃｔＯｋｉｎａｗａ，despiteallits

disadvantagesasasite，ａｓｔｈｅｓｕｍｍｉｔｌｏｃａｔｉｏｎ、Ｔｈｅｕｎｄｅｒｌｙｉｎｇ

ｍｏｔｉｖｅｓｉｓｔｈｅｉｓｓｕｅｏｆｔｈｅｒｅlocationofUSmilitarybaseswithinthe

prefecture・Thisrelocationpolicyfacesdifficultiesnowbecauseofthe

strongprotestsoftheOkinawanpeople・Japanesegovernmentofficials

aｪ巴ｔｌｙｉｎｇｔｏｒ巴ducetheanxietiesofOkinawansbyr巳peatedlyemphasizing，

"ＴｈｅｒｅｉｓｎｏｌｉｎｋｂｅｔｗｅｅｎｔｈｅＳｕｍｍｉｔａ､dtheUSmilitarybases"!．

Background

ThepeopleofOkinawahavedevelopedoutsidetheframeworkofthe

Japanｅｓｅｓｔａｔｅｆｏｒｍｕｃｈｏｆｔｈｅｉｒｈｉｓｔｏｒｙ・Bythetwelfthcentury，

manysmalllocalrulershademerged，buttheirdomainsweregradually

consolidatedbyconquest、１，１４２９，ｔｈｅＲｙｕｋｙｕｓｄｅｖｅｌｏｐｅｄｉｎｔｏａ

ｕｎｉｔｅｄkingdom(theRyukyuKingdom)，whoserulerpaidtributeto

theChineseemperor・Fromthenuntilthesixteencentury，Ryukyu，s

advantageouslocationenabledittocarryonalucrativeentr巳pottrade

andthekingdomprospered・However，ｔｈｅＰｏｒｔｕｇｕｅｓｅｔｈｅｎｃｕｔｉｎｔｏ

ｉｔｓＳｏｕtheastAsiantrade，ａｎｄｉｎｌ６０９，thekingdomwasconquered

byafeudalrulerofsouthernKyushu(Japan)，butthekingdomitself

continuedtoexist、

AftertheMeijiRestorationinl868，theJapanesegovernment

claimedformalsovereigntyovertheislandsandincorpolatedthemas

OkinawaPrefectureinl879，ｂｒｉｎｇｉｎｇｔｈｅＲｙｕｋｙｕＫｉｎｇｄｏｍｔｏａｎ
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ｅｎｄ，ａｌｔｈｏｕｇｈｔｈｉｓｗａｓｎｏｔｒｅｃｏｇｎｉｚｅｄｂｙｔｈｅＣｈｉｎｅｓｅｕｎｔｉｌｔｈｅ

Ｓｉｎｏ－ＪａｐａｎｅｓｅＷａｒｉｎｌ８９５．ＴｏｗａｒｄｔｈｅｅｎｄｏｆｔｈｅＳｅｃｏｎｄＷｏｒｌｄ

Ｗａｒ，USfOrceslandedonApril１，１９４５．Ｔｈｉｓｗａｓｔｈｅｏｎｌｙｐａｒｔｏｆ

Ｊａｐａｎｔｏｅｘｐenencegroundwa1faｴ巴，theBattleofOkinawa・Appmximately

l20,OOOnoncombatantlives（onethirdoftheinhabitants）wer巳lost

andmol巳thanlOO,OOOUSandJapanesesoldieおwer℃kmedSubsequently，

theUSArmyoccupiedtheislands、Duringthebattle，ｔｈｅＵＳＦｏｍｅｓ

ｂｕｉｌｔｍａｎｙｂａｓｅｓｆｏｒｔｈｅplannedinvasionofmainlandJapan・After

thewar，theUSmilitaryforcesexpropriateｄＯｋｉｎａｗａｎｌａｎｄｕsing

bayonetsandbulldozers・TheUSmilitarybaseswereenlargedand

strengthened，ｔｒａｎｓｆｏｒｍｉｎｇＯｋｉｎａｗａｉｎｔｏａｍｉlitaryislandasthe

keystoneofthePacific・However，aftertheOkinawanpeople，slong

struggleforthereversionoftheislandstoJapan，Ｏｋｉｎａｗａwas

revertedtoJapaneseruleml972・Ｂut，ontheanniversaryday，Ｍａｙ

１５，１９７２，theOkinawanpeopleexpreSsedmixeｄｆｅｅｌｉｎｇｓｂｅｃａｕｓｅａｓａ

ｒｅｓｕｌｔｏｆｔｈｅOkinawaReversionAgreementbetweentheUSand

Japanesegovernments，hugeUSmilitarybasesstillexistedonthe

islands，reducingtheirpleasureat配turningtoJapan・Commemoration

festivalsandprotestmeetingwereheldsimultamouslyonthisday2・

l60RyukyuIslandsfbnnasubtmpicalamhipelagostretchingsouthwestedy

fromkyushutoTaiwan，andaregenerallysubdividedintotheOkinawa，

Miyako，YaeyamaandSengakugroups・Themainisland,Okinawa,iｓ

ｂｙｆａｒｔｈｅｌａｒｇｅｓｔｂｏｔｈｉｎｓｉzeandpopulation，andistheprefectur℃'ｓ

ｅｃｏｎｏｍｉｃ,administrative，ａｎｄｃｕｌｔｕｒａｌｃｅｎｔｅｒ・Ｔｈｅｌａｎｇｕａｇｅｉｓａ

ｍａｊｏｒｄｉａｌｅｃｔｏｆＪａｐａｎｅｓｅｂｕｔｉｔｉｓｎｏｔｉｎｔｅｌｌｉｇｉｂｌｅｔｏspeakersof

standardJapaneseoranyofthedialectsofmainislandsofJapan．

３
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NowthatstandardJapanesehasspreadthroughouttheRyuhyus,many

youngpeoplenolongerspeaktheirnativedialect，Theprefecture，

withapopulationof1.34million，ｉｓａｌｓｏＪａｐａｎｓｐｏｏｌｃｓｔｉｎｐｅｒｃａｐｉｔａ

ｌｎｃｏＩｎｅ．

USMilitaIyBasesinOkinawa

Although55yearshavepassedsinceｔｈｅｅｎｄｏｆｗａｒ，thereisstilla

heavyconcentratioｎｏｆＵＳｂａｓｅｓｏｎＯｋｉｎａｗａｕｎｄｅｒｔｈｅＪａｐan-US

SecurityTreaty、７５％oftheinstallationsusedexclusivｅｌｙｂｙＵＳ

ＦｏｒｃｅｓｉｎＪａｐａｎａｒｅｌｏｃａｔｅｄinthisprefecture，ｗｈｉｃｈｃｏｍｐｎｓｅｓｏｎｌｙ

Ｏ､6％ofallJapaneseterritory・Thesemilitaryfacilitiesoccupyabout

l1％oftheprefecturalland，ａｎｄｉｎｔｈｅｍａｉｎＯｋｉｎａｗａｌｓｌａｎｄ，where

mostofthepopulationandindustriesarelocated，ｔｈｅｂａｓｅｓｉｎｆａｃｔ

ｔａｋｅｕｐ２０％oftheentireisland・Thehighdensityofmilitarybases

ontheislandhamperstheexpansionoftransportationnetworks，the

systematicdevelopmentofcities，ａｎｄｔｈｅｐｒｏｃｕｒｅｍｅｎｔｏｆｌａｎｄｓｆｏｒ

ｉｎｄustrialuse・Furthermore，ｔｈｅｒｅａｒｅ２９ｓｅａｚｏｎｅｓａｎｄｌ５ａｒｅａｓｏｆ

alrspacearoundOkinawawhicharccontrolledbyUSmilitaryfOrces・

Asaresult，Okinawanpeopleliveunderunusualconditionswhere

theylackthefrCeｄｏｍｔｏｕｓｅｔｈｅｉｒｏｗnlands，airspace，ａｎｄｓｅａｚｏｎｅｓ
３

．Ｔｈｅｍｏｓｔｗｉｄｅｌｙｒｅｃｏｇｎｉｚｅｄｐｒｏｂｌｅｎｌｓｏｆｔｈｅｂａｓｅｓｉｓｎｏｉｓｅ

ｐｏｌｌｕｔｉｏｎｗｈichaffectsawideareaaroundairfieldslnl982，ａｂｏｕｔ

1,000輻sidentsaroundtheKadenaAirBasefiledalawsuitagainstthe

JapanesegovernmentaskingforcompensationfOrtheeffbctsofnoise

pollutionanddemandingthesuspensionofmilitarynightfright・Ｌａｓｔ
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March，ｏｖｅｒ5,500residentstookactiontosuetheJapaneseandUS

Governmentfornoisepollutionagain・Incidentsinvolvingmurders，

rapes，injuries,andtheftsarefi℃quent・ｔｈｅｒｅｗｅｒｅａｓｍａｎｙａｓ４,790

crimi-nalchargesbroughtagainstUSmilitarypersonneldulingthe23

yearssinceOki-nawaReversioninl972、Ａｍｏｎｇｔｈｅｗｏｒｓｔｃａｓｅｓ，

ｗｅ唾l2murders，３５５thefts，andlllrapes・

Inseptemberl995，therapeofaschoolgirlbyUSmilitaryservicemen

triggeredtheOkinawancitizen'sanger，ａｎｄｔｈｅ必October21stOkinawan

People，ｓＲａｌｌｙ,，ｗａｓｈｅｌｄ、Ｔｈｅｒａｌｌｙ，ｉｎｗｈｉｃｈｏｖｅｒ８５,O00people

participated，ｕnitedallpartiesandcalledattentiontoOkinawa'sUS

militarybaseisｓｕｅｓａｔｈｏｍｅａｎｄａｂｒｏａｄＯｎＳｅｐｔｅｍｂｅｒ８，１９９６，the

firstprefecturalreferendumiｎＪａｐａｎｗａｓｈｅｌｄａｔｔｈｅｉｎｉｔｉａｔｉｖｅｏｆ

prefecturalresidents、Thereferendumclearlyindicatedthepeople，ｓ

ｄｅｓｉｒｅｆｏｒｔｈｅｒｅｖｉｓｉｏｎｏｆｔｈｅＳｔａｔｕｓｏｆＦｏｒｃｅｓＡｇｒｅｅｍｅｎｔａｎｄｔｈｅ

ｒ巳ductionandrealignmentoftheUSmilitarybasesinOkinawa・The

Okinawanresidentshavebeenshoulderingagreatburdenforahalf

century，broughtonbytheJapan-USSecurityＴ定aty・Theprefectural

refbrendumwasheｌｄｎｏｔｏｎｌｙｔｏｅｘｐｒｅｓｓｔｈｅｐｅｏｐｌｅｏｆＯkinawas

will，ｂｕｔａｌｓｏｔｏspurbothUSandJapaneseGovernmentsandthe

citizensofthesetwocountriestogiveseriousthoughtonthepresent

situationinOkinawaL

TokyｏａｎｄＷａｓｈｉｎｇｔｏｎｓｅｔｕｐｔｈｅＳｐｅｃｉａｌＡctionCommitteeon

Okinawa(SACO)，inordertosoothdowntheOkinawanangerfOllowmg

therapeincident・ＳＡＣＯａｇｒ巳edthereturnofllfacilities、According

totheSACOreport，ｔｈｅｔｏｔａｌａｒｅａｏｆＵＳｍｉｌｉｔａｒｙｂａｓｅｓｉｎＯｋｉｎａｗａ

ｗｉｌｌｂｅｒ巴ducedby20%・However，mostofthefacilitiesonthefinal

５
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reportmustmeettheproconditionofrelocatingtootherfacilitiesor

areaswithinOkinawa、Ａｂｏｖｅａｌｌ，therelocationofFutennmaAir

StatｉｏｎｗｉｔｈｉｎＯｋｉｎａｗａｈａｓｂｅｃｏｍｅｔｈｅｆｏｃａｌｉｓｓｕｅ・Althoughthe

prefecturalgovernorａｎｄＮａｇｏｍａｙｏｒｈａｖｅａｃｃｅｐｔｅｄｔｈｅａｌｔernative

base，voicesofdisapprovalhavelｅａｄｔｏａｓｗｉｒｌｏｆｃｏｎｔｒｏｖｅｒｓｙ・The

well-knownphrases，“ＯｋｉｎａｗａｗｉｔｈｉｎＵＳｂａｓｅｓａｎｄ“theKeystone
O，

ofthePacific"，arestillrealistic5．

SignificanceofOkinawaG8Summit

Ｆｉ鱈t，ｉｔｗａｓｄｅｃｉｄｅｄｔｏｈｏｌｄｔｈｅ２０００ｓｕｍｍｉtinprovincialcities，

InJapan,ｓｏfar，ｔｈｅＳｕｍｍｉｔｍｅｅｔｉｎｇｓｈａｖｅｂｅｅｎｈｅｌｄｉnTokyothree

times、Ｔｈｅｎ，onlyTokyohasbeenwell-knowninalｌｔｈｅｗｏｒｌｄ、Ｔｈｅ

ｎａｍｅｏｆＯｋｉｎａｗａｉｓｎｏｔｋｎｏｗｎｍｔｈｅｗｏｒｌｄ、Ｏｎｌｙａｆｅｗｐｅｏｐｌｅ

ｒｅｍｅｍｂｅｒｉｔａｓＵSmilitaryislands・Therefor℃，Okiｎａｗａｎｐｅｏｐｌｅａｒｅ

ｖｅｒｙｇｌａｄｔｏｓｅｅｔｈａｔｔｈｅｉｒｏｗｎｕｎｉｑｕｅｃｕｌｔｕｒｅ，historyandbeautiful

naturewouldｂｅｉｎｔｒｏｄｕｃｅｄａｌｌｏｖｅｒｔｈｅｗｏｒｌｄｔｈｒｏｕｇｈｔｈｅＧ８

Ｓｕｍｍｉｔ・Ｋｅｉｉｃｈｉｌｎａｍｉｎｅ，GovernorofOkinawaPrefecture，ｓａｉｄ,“

ｍａｎｙｐｅｏｐｌｅｔｈｉｎｋｏｆＪａｐａｎａｓａｈｏｍｏｇeneousnation，ｂｕｔwebelieve

ourtraditionsandartswillshowworldleadershowdiverseJapan

reallyis.”‘ＩｔｉｓａｌｓｏｅｘｐｅｃｔｅｄｔｈａｔＯｋｉｎａｗａ，stourismandresort

industrieswillfurtherdevelopfbllowingthis・

Second，JapanistheonlyAsiannationattenｄｉｎｇｔｈｅＧ８Ｓｕｍｍｉｔ，

ａｎｄｔｈｅｎｈａｓｔｈｅｉｍｐｏｒｔａｎｔｄｕｔｙｔｏｓｅndAsianmessagestoG8

meetings・Okinawaisthｅｌｉｉｃｅｐｌａｃｅｔｏｄｏｓｏ，whichhashaddeep

historicaltiestｏＡｓｉａｎｎａｔｉｏｎｓ・Ａｓｌｍｅｎｔｉｏｎｅｄｂｅｆｏｒｅ，ｔａｋｉｎｇ

６
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Militaly
７

advantageofitskeypositioninlinkmgtheJapanesemainlandand

continentalChinawiththevanousnationsofSoutheastAsia，Okinawa

hascarriedoutalivelytradewiththesenationsfbraverylongａｇｏ・

Duringthislonghistolyofinteractionwiththenationsoftheregion，

Okinawadevelopeditsownuniqueandoriginalculture・Ｏｋｉｎａｗａｉｓ

ｎｏｗａｇａｉｎｓｔｒｉｖｉｎｇｔｏｂｅａｂａｓｅｆｏｒｉｎｔｅｒｎａｔｉｏｎａｌｅｘｃｈａｎｇｅｉｎｔｈｅ

ｓｏｕｔｈｏｆＪａｐａｎ７、ＩｈａｖｅｔｏａｄｄｔｈａｔＯｋｉｎａｗａｎｐｅｏｐｌｅｈａvewanted

ChinatoparticipateinG8Summitmeetingssomehow、

Ｂｙｔｈｅｗａｙ，ａｌｍｏｓｔＡｓｉａｎｎａｔｉｏｎｓａｒｅｄｅｖｅｌｏｐｉｎｇｃｏｕｎｔｒｉｅｓ・

JapanesegovemmentannouncedthreeparamountthemesonApril28

-oneconomic,politicaLandsocialissues-forGroupofEight

leaderstodiscusswhentheygatherfortheirJuly21-23sumｍｉｔｉｎ

Ｏｋｉｎａｗａ・Ｔｈｅｔｈｒｅｅｔｈｅｍｅｓａｒｅｉｎｔｅｒｎａｔｉｏｎａｌcooperationaimedat

enabling“allpeopleintheworldtoenjoyprosperity，achievedeepｅｒ

ｐｅａｃｅｏｆｍｉｎｄａｎｄｌｉｖｅｉｎａｍｏｒｅｓｔａbleworld，'，governmentofficials

saidThen，ｏｎｅｏｆｔｈｅｕｎｄｅｒｌｙｍｇｇｏａｌｓｏｆＧ８０ｋｉｎａｗａＳｕｍｍｉｔｉｓｔｏ
０

ａｔｔａｉｎａ“glovalizationfOrallpeople”bybridgingthewideninggaps

betweendevelopedanddevelopmgnations，dealingwithdetrimental

aspectsoｆｅｃｏｎｏｍｉｃｇｌｏｂａｌｉzation，andpromotingcooperatiOnfor

developmentindevelopingnationsB・IthinkOkmawaisthesuitable

placeｆＯｒＧ８１ｅａｄｅｒｓｔｏｔａｌｋａｂｏｕｔｔｈｉｓｔｈｅｍｅ・

Ｔｈｉｒｄ，Ｏｋｉｎａｗａｉｓｃｌｏｓｅｌｙｒｅｌａｔｅｄｔｏｏｔｈｅｒｔｗｏｔｈｅｍｅｓ，“deeper

peaceofmind”ａｎｄ“amorestableworld”、Ｔｈｅｃｈａｎｃｅｔｏｈｏｌｄｔｈｅ

Ｇ８ｓｕｍｍｉｔｈａｓｌeｄｔｏｖａｒｉｏｕｓｐｌａｎｓｔｈｒｏｕｇｈｏｕｔｔｈｅｓｅｉｓｌａｎｄｓｔo

projectthe“OkinawanSpirit”andinspirepeaceworldwide・Ｔｈｏｓｅ

ｗｈｏｅｘｐｅｒｉｅｎｃｅｄｔｈｅＢａｔｔｌｅｏｆOkinawaandthepostwarhardships

７
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havestrongestdesirefOrglobalharmony9、AccordingtothePr巴fectural

OpinionPollSurveyinOctｏｂｅｒｌ９９９，askｉｎｇ“ｗｈａｔｉｓｔｈｅｍｏｓｔ

ｉｍｐｏｒｔａｎｔｉｓｓｕｅＯｋｉｎａｗａｓｈｏｕｌｄａｐｐｅａｌｔｏｔｈｅｗｏｒｌｄａｂｏｕｔｏｎｔｈｅ

ｏｃｃａｓｉｏｎｏｆｔｈｅＳｕｍｍｉｔ？”，thelargestnumberofrespondentschose

"USbaseproblems，,(44.6%)，ｆｏｌｌｏｗｅｄｂｙ“thepeace-lovingheartof

theOkinawanpeople，，(33.2%)１０．Franklyspeaking，Okinawanpeopleis

expectmgthatG8leaderswilldiscussontheprobleｍｓｏｆＵＳｍｉｌｉｔａｒｙ

ｂａｓｅｓｉｎＯｋｉｎａｗａ，ａｎｄｆｉｎｄｏｕｔａｓｏｌｕｔｉｏｎｔｏｔｈｅｓｅｖｅｒｅproblems・

However，ｉｔｇｏｅｓｗｉｔｈｏｕｔｓａｙｍｇｔｈａｔｕｎｔｉｌｎｏｗ，japaneseａｎdUS

governmentsareclearlynegativeaboutthis，sayingthatthoseproblems

liebetweenUSandJapanesegovernments，andtheyarenotglobal

problems・

Ｂｕｔ，ａｌｍｏｓｔｏｆＯｋｉｎａｗａｎｐｅｏｐｌｅｄｏｎ,ｔｔｈｉｎｋｓｏ，becausebothof

thegovernmentshavecontinuedtomentionthemoverhalfacentury

thatUSmilitarybaseｓｉｎＯｋｉｎａｗａｉｓｖｅｒｙ,veryvaluablefOrAsia-Pacific

secｕｒｉｔｙａｓｔｈｅ“ＫｅｙｓｔｏｎｅｏｆｔｈｅＰａｃｉｆｉｃ”・ＦｏｒＵＳｇｏｖｅｒｎｍｅｎｔ，

US-JapanSecurityTreatymustbenoｌｅｓｓｉｍｐｏｒｔａｎｔｔｈａｎＮＡＴＯｉｎ

Ｅｕｒｏｐｅ・Ｏｋｉｎａｗａｎｐｅｏｐｌｅｉｓｎｏｔａｓｋｉｎｇｆｏｒｔｈｅａｂｏｌｉｔｉｏｎｏｆｔｈｅ

Ｔｒｅａｔｙ，ｂｕｔａｓｋｉｎｇｆｏｒｔｈｅｒｅｓｏｌｕｔｉｏｎｏｆｔｈｅbase-relatedproblems

fiomtheviewpointsofprotectingthelifeandpropertyoftheresidents・

ＴｈｅｒｅｉｓｎｏｐｒｏｖｉｓｉｏｎｉｎｅｉｔｈｅｒｔｈｅＵS-JapaneseSecurityTreatyor

thｅＳｔａｔｕｓｏｆＦｏｒｃｅｓＡｇｒｅｅｍｅｎｔｗｈｉｃｈｓｔａｔｅｓｔｈａｔｔｈｅＵＳｍｉｌｉｔａｒｙ

ｂａｓｅｓｍｕｓｔｂｅｂｕｉｌｔｉｎＯｋｉｎａｗａ・ＴｈｅＯｋｉｎａｗａｎｐｅｏｐｌｅｆｅｅｌｔｈａｔｉｆ

ｂｏｔhUSandJapanesegovernmentsbelievethatTheUS-JapanSeculｉｔｙ

Ｔｒｅａｔｙｉｓｉｍｐｏｒｔａｎｔｆｏｒｔｈｅｔｗｏnations，theburdensofUSmilitary

basesmusｔｂｅｓｈａ1℃dequallybyallJapanesecitizensandUSgovernment

８
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Military
９

mustrealignthebasesandr℃ｄｕｃｅｔｈｅｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆｔｒｏｏｐｓｉｎＯｋｉｎａｗａ'1．

ＩｍｙｓｅｌｆｔｈｍｋＯｋｍａｗａｉｓｔｈｅｖｅｒｙｓｕｉｔableplaceforG8Summit

Conference，becausethedifficultieswhichOkinawaisnowconfronting，

haverelationto“sustainabledevelopment”,"environment，，,"information
”a

technology，unemployment"andｅｔｃ，ｗｈｉｃｈａｒｅｎｏｗｔｈｅｍａｌｎａｇｅｎｄａ

ｏｆＧ８ＳｕｍｍｉｔＣｏｎｆｅｒｅｎｃｅ・Ａｎｙｗａｙ，Ｏｋｉｎａｗａｍｉｇｈｔｂｅｔｈｅｍｏｓｔ

ｕｎｉｑｕｅｐｌａｃｅ，compaledtoanyotherplaceswhel巳Ｇ８ＳｕｍｍｉｔＣｏｎＨｅ唾､唾ｓ

ｈａｖｅｂｅｅｎｈｅｌｄｔｉｌｌｎｏｗ・Ｏｎｔｈｅｒｏｔｈｅｒｈａｎｄ，forOkinawanpeople，

ｔｈｅＧ８ＳｕｍｍｉｔｍｉｇｈｔｂｅｊｕｓｔｌｉｋｅａｔｙｐoonfromｔｈｅWest・TherefOre，

OkinawanpeoplewerelookingforwardtoG81eaders，responseto

OkinawanUSmilitaryproblems・Ｉｆｔｈｅｒｅｉｓｎｏｒｅｓｐｏｎｓｅ，ａｎｄthe

problemisperfbctlyneglected，Okinawanpeoplemustbedisappomted

deeply，ａｎｄｍｉｇｈｔｔｈｉｎｋｔｈａｔｉｎｃｏｎｃｌｕｓｉｏｎ，Ｇ８Ｓｕｍｍｉｔｗｏｕｌｄｂｅ

ｕｎｗｅｌｃｏｍｅｄｇｕｅｓｔｓｆｏｒｔｈｅｍ，ｉｎｓｐｉｔｅoftheirtraditionalhospitality・

Ｉｔｍｉｇｈｔｗｅｌｌｂｅｓａｉｄｔｈａｔｏｋｉｎａｗａｎｐｅｏｐｌｅｈａｄｂｅｅｎｗａｉｔｍｇｆｏｒｔｈｅ

Ｓｕｍｍｉtwiththeirfeelingofambivalence，owingtotheirhistorical

traumaandsevererealities．

ＡｆｔｅｒＧ８ｔｈ塵e－ｄａｙｓｕｍｍｉｔｉｎＯｋｉｎａｗａ

ＴｈｅＯｋｉｎａｗａＳｕｍｍｉｔｐｒｅｓｅｎｔｅｄｔｈｒｅｅｂｉｇｅｖｅｎｔｓｔｏＯｋｉｎａｗａｎ

ｐｅｏｐｌｅ・Ｔｈｅｆｉｒｓｔｉｓ，ｏｆcourse，three-daysummitconferenceitself

ThesecondisUSPresident，sspeechdeliveredtoOkinawanresiｄｅｎｔｓ

ａｔａｍｅｍｏｒｉａｌｔｏｔｈｅｍｏｒｅｔｈａｎ２00,OOOpeoplewhodiedduringthe

l945BattleofOkinawa・ThelastUSPresideｎｔｔｏｖｉｓｉｔＯｋｉｎａｗａｗａｓ

ＤｗｉｇｈｔＥｉｓｅｎhowerinl960・ＢｉｌｌClintonwasthesecondsincethen，

９
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andthefirstPresidenttovisitOkinawasinceitsreversiontoJapanin

1972．Ｉｎｈｉｓａｄ妃ss，ｔｈｅPresident，ａｓｗｉｄｅｌｙｐｒ巴dicted，acknowledged

thatthepeopleofOkiｎａｗａｈａｄｂｅｅｎｂｅａｒｉｎｇｍｏｓｔｏｆｔｈｅｂｕｒdenof

theUSmilitarybasesinJapan・

WhilestressingthestrategicimportanceoftheUS-Japanalliancｅ，

ClintonａｌｓｏｃｌａｉｍｅｄｔｏｂｅｍａｋｉｎｇａｎｅｆｆＯｒｔｔoreducetheUSmilitary

presence・ManyOkinawanpeoplethoughthisspeechwasappreciated

goodbecausehereferedtotheirhistoricaldifficulties，presentheavy

burden，andaboveall，ｔｈｅＵＳｅｆｆＯｒｔｔｏｌｅｓｓｅｎｔｈｅｂｕｒｄｅｎ'２，However，

somepeoplecriticizedhisspeechseverely、Ｆｏｒexample，Ｍｒ、Seigen

Miyazato(representative,OkmawaExternalAffairsStudyGroup）

commentedonhisspeechthattheCornerstoneofPeaceMemorialwas

hijackedtopropuptheUS-Japanesemilitaryalliance，butwearCnot

easilymisledbyspeecheswhichpreachthenecessityofmaintaining

anmdefinitemilitarypresenceinOkmawal3・

Ｔｈｅｔｈｉｒｄｉｓ“ＨｕｍａｎＣｈａｉｎ”whichencircledmilitarybasesjusｔ

ｂｅｆｏｒｅＧ８Ｓｕｍｍｉｔｃｏｎｆｅｒｅｎｃｅ・Ａｃｒｏｗｄｏｆ２７,l00peoplelinked

handsaroｕｎｄｔｈｅｐｅｒｉｍｅｔｅｒｏｆｔｈｅｉｓｌａｎｄ,slargestmilitaryfacilities

duriｎｇｔｈｅａｆｔｅｒｎｏｏｎｏｆＪＵｌｙ２０ｉｎａｐｒｏｔｅsｔｄesignedtoappealfora

futurefreeofmilitarybases，ａｎｄｆｏｒｔｈｅｉｓｌａｎｄｔｏｆｏｌｌｏｗａｄｉｆｆｅｒent

destinyasabastionofpeace、ＳｏｍｅｍａｉｎｌａｎｄＮＧｏｓａｌｓｏｔｏｏｋｐａｒｔｉn

thepacifistdemonstration、Ｔｈｅｒｅｓｕｌｔｉｎｇ“ＨｕｍａｎＣｈａｉｎｅｎｃｉｒｃｌｅｄ

ｔｈｅ１７．４ｋｍｃｉｒｃｕｍｆｅｒｅｎｃｅｏｆｔｈｅｂａｓｅ，encompassingOkinawaCity

andthetｗｏｔｏｗｎｓｏｆＫａｄｅｎａａｎｄＣｈａｔａｎ、

Theprotestrepresentedagroundsｗｅｌｌofanti-baseopinionandan

intensificationofactivitiesdesignedtoopposethecontroversialplanto

1０－
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r巳locatetheFutenmaMarineairstatiｏｎｉｎＧｉｎｏｗａｎＣｉｔｙｔｏｔｈｅｎｏｒｔｈ

ｏｆｔｈｅislandDemonstratorsalsosoughttobringaboutthereduction

andeventualremovalofUSforces・PeaceDeclarationwasissuedby

theNo-BaｓｅＨｕｍａｎＣｈａｉｎＥｘｅｃｕｔｉｖｅＣｏｍｍｉｔｅｅ・Kadenawitnessed

similarprotestsinl987andl99０，ＷｈｉｌｅｔｈｅｓｍａｌｌｅｒＦｕｔｅｎｍａａｉｒ

ｓｔａｔｉｏｎｈａｓｂｅｅｎｅｎｃｉｒｃｌｅｄｂｙｈｕｍａｎｃｈａｉｎｓｏｎｔｗｏｏｃｃａｓｉｏｎｓｉｎｌ９９５

ａｎｄｌ９９８・Previousactions，however，ｈａｖｅｎｏｔｏｃｃｕｒｅｄｕｎｄｅｒｔｈｅ

ｇｌａｒｅｏｆｐublicityaffOrdedbytheG8summit!`・

Ｂｙｔｈｅｗａｙ，ｗｈｉｌｅＰｒｅｓｉｄｅｎｔＣｌｉｎｔｏｎｐａｉｄａｃｏｕｒtesycallatthe

CornerstoneofPeaceMemoriaLotherheadsofstatevisitedother

municipalitieswheretheywereinvitedfortheexchangesoffiFiendship・

ＴｏｔｈｅｆａｍｉｌｉａｒｍｕｓｉｃｏｆｔｈｅＢｅａｔｌｅｓ，BritishPrimeMinisterTony

BlairappearedatthegymatChatanElementarySchooLandchatted

withpupils、ＥＵＰ1℃sidentRomanoProdiandhiswifewerewelcomeｄ

ｂｙｔｈｅｌｏｃａｌｃｈｉｌｄｒｅｎｏｆＹｏｍｉｔａｎａｔｔｈｅａｃｃｏｍｏｄａｔｉｏｎｓｗｈｅｒｅｔｈｅ

ＰｒｏｄｉｓwerestayingThecoupleenjoyedtheOkinawantraditional

dancesperfoｒｍｅｄｂｙｔｈｅｃｈｉｌｄｒｅｎ、GermanChancellorGerhalt

SchroedｅｒｖｉｓｉｔｅｄｔｈｅＧｅｒｍａｎＶｉｌｌａｇｅｉｎＭｉｙakolslandtoenjoy

friendshipwithlocalpeople・CanadianPrimeMinisterJeanChretien

visitedOkinawａｓｏｎｌｙｉｃｅｒｉｎｋｔｏｗａｔｃｈｔｈｅｊｕｎｉｏｒｇamebetweenthe

WolfPackfromOttawaandTheDragonfiresfromHaebaru、Heplayed

unexpectedlywiththeyoungsterslS・Okinawanpeopleenjoyedthe

friendlycommunicationwithheadsofstatesthroughthoseeventsand

ceremonieｓ・

OkinawaGovernorKeiichilnamineexpr℃ｓｓｅｄｄｅｌｉｇｈｔｔｈｅＧ８ｓｕｍｍｉｔ

ｉｎＪａｐａｎｓsouthernmostprefectureprovedsuccessfULaTherewere

－１１－
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ｄｉｆｆｅｒｅｎｔｗａｙｓｉｎｗｈｉｃｈｔｈｅＧ８１ｅａｄｅｒｓｉｎｄｉｖｉｄｕａｌｌｙｔｏｏｋｐａｒｔｉｎ

ｃｕｌｔｕｒａｌｅｘｃｈａｎｇｅｓｗｉｔｈｔｈｅｌｏｃａｌｐｅｏｐｌｅ,”Ｉｎａｍｉｎｅｓａｉｄａｆｔｅｒｔｈｅ

ｔｈｒｅｅ－ｄａｙｅｖｅｎｔｃｏｎｃｌｕｄｅｄＨｅｓａｉｄ，“ｗｅｗｅｒｅａｂｌｅｔｏｉｎｔｒｏｄｕｃｅ

Ｏｋｉｎａｗａｎｃultureandartduringareceptionbytheprefectureand

includedlocalglftstothetopleaders・regardingokinawa'sburden

ofhostingUSmilitarybaseｓｉｎＪａｐａｎ，Inamineexpressedconfidence

thatJapanesepeople'ｓａｗａｒｅｎｅｓｓｏｆｔｈｅｉｓｓｕｅｈａｓｂｅｅｎｉｎｃｒｅａｓｅｄａｓ

ｍａｎｙｐｅｏｐｌｅｓｉｇｎｅｄｕｐｆｏｒａｐｒｅｓｓｔｏｕｒｏｆＵＳｍｉｌｉｔａｒｙｂａｓｅｓａｎｄ

ｔouristspots．“PeoplefromalloverJapantookpartｉｎｔｈｅｔｏｕｒｓａｎｄ

ｓａｗｔｈｅａｃｔｕalsituationher℃、Ｉｎｔｈａｔｓｅｎｓｅ，theprogramwasabig

success,,,Ｉｎａｍｉｎｅｓａｉｄｌ`、

AccordingtotheopinioｎｐｏｌｌｓｕｒｖｅｙｂｙｔｈｅＯｋｉｎａｗａＴｉｍｅｓｏｎ

29,30Ｊｕｌｙ2000,asking“ＤｏｙｏｕｔｈｉｎｋｔｈａｔＯｋｉｎａｗａｓｕｍｍｉｔｗａｓ

successful?"，６６％ofrespondentsanswered“Yes”，ｗｈｉｌｅ15％answered

"ＮＣ”・Concerningthequestioｎ“WhichissuecouldOkinawaappeal

totheworld?，，，thelargestnumberofrespondents(39%）chose“the

peace-lovingheartoftheOkinawanpeople，，，fOllowed“heavyburden

ofUSmilitarybases，，(24%)，“Okinawanhospitality"(11%),"International

sightseemgaIca,,(9%)，ａｎｄｓｏｏｎ１７．

Inconclusion，ｍａｎｙＯｋｉｎａｗａｎｐｅｏｐｌｅｔｈｉｎｋｔｈｅＯｋｉｎawasummit

wassucceeded，becausetheyareconfidentthattheirmessageofhope

fbrpeacecouldbesenttotheworldfairlywellthrougｈｔｈｅｓｕｍｍｉｔ．

－１２－
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