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Evaluation and comments of the teleconference

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

(May 25", 2005)

Did you enjoy participating in the telecon-
ference? 25 A7 S A £ B Yes) &BAK,

What did you learn through the telecon-
ference? Japanese language, Japanese
customs, how to write kanji, the students
serve their own lunch, they have indoor
(different different

occasions), the animal sounds are different

shoes shoes for
among cultures, we have similarities and
differences, the Japanese school system/
schedule (beginning & ending time), I
learned that we have a lot to learn about
Japan, the teleconference technology (voice
takes a couple of seconds to travel through
the wire and before the other party can
hear the message, interesting guardians
(shisa), Technology can really work well to
get to Okinawa.

Did you become interested in Japanese /
Okinawan Cultures? Of course, I'm Okina—
wan and besides I was always interested in
it. Yes, and I basically always have been.
Yes, I had always been interested in differ-
ent cultures, Yes, I am going to Japan this
summer and I am really excited. Yes, I did
become interested in it. Yes, totally. Yes, I
always wanted to try Kanji.

What activity did you enjoy the most dur-
ing the teleconference?

Animal sounds, guessing games, simon says
game, Q&A, teaching Hula dance, Show &
tell, seeing them write kanji, Janken.
What did you learn about the Okinawan
students? They stay in school longer than
us, they work hard and we have it easy,
they are very funny, they don't do bare
feet, they have a guardian, That they are
just like us in some ways, they have different
school year than us, I learned that our schools
are much different than I thought it would
be, the kanji is very cool!, they aren’t that
different than us. It must be hard to write
kanji when you are a new student in Japan.
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6)

7)

8)

Would you like to participate in another
teleconference in the future? Of course,
who wouldn't! Next time, I want to stay
longer. Absolutely, Yes, it would be awesome.
Yes,
Definitely, yes. Sure!
Al

What kind of activities would you like to
try through the screen in the future? I
would like to reach through or have our

because it was fun and exciting.

25 4N% [Yes) &

own microphone so we could talk to each
other individually on a mini screen. May be
try hide and seek, May be have each stu-
dent say about
probably show them our school works and
some rules, try to read one of their books

something themselves,

in Japanese, try to translate the language
ourselves, play a typical game of America
and Japan, card game, talk to each other
Talk
about things that Okinawa has and Hawaii
doesn’t have, show them playing video
games, ask more questions, read a book
with them.

Please give additional comments on the
teleconference.

more, teach them Hawaiian words,

It was awesome and | want
to do this over and over again. Thank you
for giving us this opportunity. I loved it
and I've never done anything like this
before. I expected the students to be totally
different from us but we are very much
alike.

some time soon.

I hope to have another teleconference
I loved the teleconference
and I am glad that I got to participate in it
this year. The teleconference was amazing
and [ hope to do more in the future. It was
cool and I would like to do it again sometime.
I loved the whole thing except we didn’t have
enough time, I loved it, please do it again! [
want to do more learning about their culture.
I hope the teleconference will be longer with
more games and Q&A. I would really like to
do this again. I loved the technology and how
you can communicate through the screen and
having an opportunity to communicate with
foreign people/ students. It was a good experi-
ence for me. [ am glad I came. It was cool. |
want to do this again. The teleconference was
really exciting plus I liked the technology.

It was awesome to see the Japanese students

through the screen.
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COMMUNITY FOCUS

PUNAHOU AND OKINAWA
STUDENTS MEET VIA
TELECONFERENCE

With bursts of laughter and lots of energy, 25
fourth graders from Punahou School “met” 40 of
their counts from Fuzoku Elementary School in
Okinawa via the technology of teleconferencing. It
was a unique opportunity for both groups of students
to communicate with one another using the lan-
guages they had learned in class and to deepen their
understanding of the two cultures and broaden their
perspectives.

The teleconference was held May 25 in the Social
Sciences Research Institute conference room at the
University of Hawai'i at Manoa from 3 to 4 p.m. The
session was timed to coincide with a 10 a.m. class in
Okinawa. In both locations, students were able to see
and hear each other on a wide-screen television and

| ly. The tel fi was
coordinated and moderated by University of the
Ryukyus education professor Minako Yogi, who is
studying at the East-West Center for a year as an
Obuchi Research Fellow.

Prof. Yogi worked with Punahou teacher Kris
Schwengel, and Ryudai Fuzoku teachers Chika
Nakachi and Tomofumj Yamashita to organize and
facil between the stud Kekoa

Punahou fourth-graders talk to their counterparts in Okinawa via the
technology of teleconference. (Photos courtesy of Minako Yogi)

Yogi opened the teleconference with a brief de-
scription of the similarities between Hawai‘i and
Okinawa in terms of their respective socio-political
v . cultural ch L

But the real stars of the hour were the students.
They got the exchange off-and-running by posing
Qquestions to each other. “What time does your school
start?” asked Punahou's Kenny Yamashita. “8:20 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.,” replied the Ryudai students. The
answer surprised the Punahou youngsters. The
Ryudai Fuzoku students were just as surprised to
learn that the school day for the Punahou students
begins at.8 a.m. and ends at 2:35 p.m. — and that the
school year in Okinawa begins in April. The Okinawa
students were equally amused to learn that the
Hawai'i students begin classes in August. Naturally,
they queried each other about their favorite foods.

The students also brought and shared cultural
artifacts. “Nani ni tsukaun desu ka? (What do you use
this for?)” posed Anthony, putting a conch shell up
to the screen. “Listen??” the Okinawan students
guessed, pointing to their ears, until Anthony blew it,
evoking bursts of laughter. “What is this?”" asked the
Ryudai Fuzoku fourth-graders, pointing to their
school backpacks. “School bags!” the Punahou

shouted, foll d by an unid ied
question, “Are those Prada?” Soroban (abacus) was an
easy answer, but the Punahou students were
stumped when shown the Okinawan shiisa, or

the i
Hayashi of UHM’s PEACESAT program and Ryuji
Ishik of the University of the Ryukyus stood by
to provide technical assistance.

[ 4R77 0% @mtﬂ!uﬂ
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guardian lions. Hula and songs were shared, and the
Oki d d d calligraphy,
gster to remark, “Cool!

prompting one Punahou y
1 want to go to Japant”

The students also played games. “Simon Says* sent
the stud into co and boi laughter.
They also lined up in teams of three in front of the
television screens (cameras) and played “Jan Ken Po”
with each other. For these fourth graders, the dis-
tance between Hawai‘i and Okinawa faded as they
played and interacted with each other.

The hour sped by, and teleconference excited the
imaginations of the students in Okinawa as well as
here in Hawai'L It surely met the expectations of the
organizers who, in Prof. Yogi’s words, “hoped it
would late the students’ ivation to learn
foreign languages and cultures and eventually
produce individuals who could play an active role in
this global society.”

<

4 - —_ o Lo - . 4
Punahou students watch and listen intently to the Ryudai Fuzoku students at
PEACESAT on the UH-Manoa campus.

NO WINNER FOR SUMO
CONTEST

There were no winners in the 259th sumo contest
sponsored by The Hawai'i Herald and Hawai'i Hochi.
Asashoryu won the Natsu Basho with a perfect 150
record. Chiyotaikaj won 10 bouts and lost 5,
Tamanoshima won 5 and lost 10 and Ama came in
with a record of 8-7.

Readers will have another chance to win $100 with
the Nagoya Basho, which begins on july 10. The
sumo contest entry form can be found in the july 1
issue.

BUDDHIST STUDY CENTER
SUMMER SESSION 2005

“Learning the Dharma Through the Life and
Thought of Great Buddhists” is the theme of this
year's summer session sponsored by the Buddhist
Study Center. Rev. Marvin Harada from the Orange
County Buddhist Church will conduct the sessions.

The first session is set for July 25-29 and the second
fram Aug. 1 to 5, from 6:30-9:30 p.m. A satellite
session at Lanai Hongwanji will take place on july 31
at9:30 a.m.

The registration fee — due July 11 — is $50 and
covers handouts, a dinner on the final day and other
incidental expenses. The cost is $5 per day for those
wishing to attend on selective days only — and does
not include handouts, dinner or incidentals.

For more information, call the Buddhist Study
Center at 973-6555.

KAHO‘OLAWE: ALOHA
‘AINA VS. NATIONAL
SECURITY

After more than 50 years of being used as a bomb-
ing target by the U.S. military, the island of
Kaho'olawe finally began the process of being
returned to the state of Hawai'i in 1994 when the US.
Navy signed a memorandum of understanding on
the island’s cleanup, restoration, access and transfer
of control.

On Wednesday, July 6, Sol Kaho'ohalahala, direc-
tor of the Kaho’olawe Island Reserve Commission,

CONDO FOR RENT

Hawallan Monarch studio w/ocean view

which rep the state in all matters pertaining to
the island, will share insights on Kaho'olawe’s
history and to Hawaiians as a place of aloha "aina
(love for the land).
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Evaluation and comments of the teleconference (May 25, 2005)

Nam.eﬁ%ﬂﬁ_m._.
’\‘f

1) Did "you enjoy participating in the teleconference?
YQS ) Mmere iNdl m RXPICTON 5t
2) What did you learn through the teleconference?

“leyned a e bt of jopdnese,and T aly i@ S kney
apIne P \llq(js.

3) Did you become interested in Japanese/Okinawan Cultures? | -

Of coorse { Iom Okinawav arid \,i]zu}c’mpge,besndes WA 3 “i\”f%‘sﬁ*

4) What activity did you enjoy the }nost during the *+
teleconference? T ioved et how M@ animals .y

Jwan paord, T weuld hayed mRYEC TRt Hln A

whint hike <hat : »

5) What did you learn gl)émq the Okinawan students? T ’?CIYH(’{! A

WAUC AS Y IEF R0 0L TS st Fhed 1iy o vrak

I , |

¥ Of it - M

6) Would you like to ? icipate in another teleconference in the _,
future? ¥tho w0OIAM+ 1 o) and next perd T wawd 1o 5
lmger YU

7) What kind of activities would you like to try through the screen .
in the futuze? T wasld Vkc 4o maube veach dhygoanor
maurR N loold all honr obY O Viflle ;mcw))':no‘éhmc

and” we could Hafic te each of Hheim 1d) O o

G i sereeh, A 11ty ruld padd gt teo!

8) Please give additional co/r?ments on the telewnfelieff{xce. 1 over
T+ wds aWNSome, ang T,WC{)’IT%O do i over and oV
T v for QNG NS opperiunifty 155
gatn | Thanlc you for 9 b p A

‘{Cq NOUM

j eyt

Evaluation and comments of the teleconference (May 25, 2005)
Name: QU AN RiSTe

1) Did you enjoy participating in the teleconference?

2 G d NG R 5203 s

‘YKN\Q%;\ T ‘?P‘i? g"hﬁl aME 2 ones ‘ﬂg,- !:\{P

3)YDid ¥u beco C!:('}rvﬁ.eresteal 1n€‘f$alr\x3§e/’f)ﬁa%ﬁultures?

es ] had adways been Lerent ¢

4) Whgt ac?ivity r].idY you e&y‘hﬁg%t\n éju‘xmé: %e" Cu
teleconference?

T MoRen oved the Smom sdys games.

5) What did you learn about the Okinawan students?
rl,;];eaiga I")’\Cd +ha+' 'H’\C,\/ \N'OFL’\ very \h’ard/ we b

6) Would\/ybu like to participate in another teleconference in the
future?

7)\&%5%’{ would bﬂ“{do;‘, up’%f«}—!c: -2y N Fhe €

kind of aetivities wo like to try through tHe screen
in the future?

& ] » <
mejﬂ%@ﬁi?h ede Jh‘de.n*'ﬁ*ﬁitsamﬁ-hmg 3b,

8) Please give additional ts on the tel ference.
T expected the student bobe toxdlly d-
from ye bk we ar vary yych dhbe . T hope

+0 "\?VQ_ a
oth &y Felecomb
+ime 500«1?, r relcombercnee Some,

Thank you very much for your cooperation and wonderful
performances in the teleconference!
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in the future? VYW\\( Ne 1% &e, _ (\q’\é - CBO,SQ/Q_\C,.
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