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A basic study on properties of Ryukyu Basho fibers (Part 1)
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SUMMARY

The author observed configuration of the surface of Ryukyu Basho (Musa liukiuensis Makino) using scanning

electron microscope (SEM).

Many stripes were observed on integument of the fiber. Shape of the cross section of the fiber showed uneven
and lots of small holles were observed all over the cross section.

The fiber of Ryukyu Basho colored by picric acid, fuchsine and by Bokenstain respectively showed similar

shade to those of silk fiber.
So, the author experimented protein test.
Xanthoprotein.

As the result, the fiber showed a positive reaction to Biuret and

Next, the author experimented solution test some reagents.
The fiber of Ryukyu Basho was soluble in concentrated sulfric acid and nitric acid.

Density of the fiber showed 1,17 ~ 1,35 generally.
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Fig.1 Scanning electron micrograph of Fig.4 Scanning electron micrograph of cross
integument of Ryukyu Basho. section of Ramie (Miyako jofu)

Fig.2 Scanning electron micrograph of cross Fig.5 Scanning electron micrograph of
section of Ryukyu Basho. Ryukyu Basho cloth.

Fig.3 Scanning electron micrograph of Fig.6 Scanning elecjelectron micrograph of
integument of Ramie. (Miyako jofu) Ryukyu Basho cloth.
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