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Summary

Intercultural Communication Between Japanese and
Koreans:Significance of Honorifics

Madoka Kanemoto

Within intercultural communication between Japanese and Koreans,
which honorific system to use is a serious problem. Koreans use what
is called absolute honorific system, in which those who are regarded
high in that culture are referred with honorifics in any situation.
However, Japanese use what is called relative honorific system, in which
those who are regarded high in that culture are referred without honor-
ifics in the presence of outsiders. Naive views prescribe that switching
from Japanese to Korean honorific system or vise versa is as simple as
code-switching and simply using one over the other will solve the problem,
however; this paper claims the opposite. The paper also proposes that
the English education in both countiries should emphasize intercultural
communication as a whole, not limiting it to intercultural communi-
cation between their respective culture and English speaking countries,
so that it might be possible to wipe out the illusion of language ethno-
centrism that one honorific system is superior to the other.



