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The Secrets of Forestry: An English Translation
of the Sanrin Shinpi (ILIAERL) of Sai On

John Michael Purves', Bixia Chen’ and Nakama Yuei®

! Part time lecturer in Ryukyu-Okinawan History and Culture at the Faculty of Tourism Sciences
and Industrial Management, University of the Ryukyus.
%Lecturer at the School of Economics, Fujian Normal University (JSPS Postdoctoral
Fellow, Faculty of Agriculture, University of the Ryukyus)
% (Corresponding author)Professor, Department of Subtropical Agriculture, the Faculty of Agriculture, University

of the Ryukyus

Abstract: Four key points are made within the Sanrin Shinpi (Secrets of Forestry). The first is that the best places for afforestation
should be judged according to geomorphic analysis. Mountain terrain is divided into three main categories: gentle slopes, steep
slopes and valleys. Gentle slopes offer the best possible conditions for tree planting, followed by steep slopes and then valleys.
While agricultural land is selected according soil quality, mountain terrain and configuration are far more important factors for
afforestation. The main reason for this is thought to be the way that mountains serve to mitigate the damaging impact of typhoons
and winter winds on the forest. The second important point deals with the geomorphic concept of 'embraced protection'. 'Embraced
protection' is a condition by which the surrounding gentle and steep-sloped mountains serve to provide protection for a forest
within the enclosed area. This is rooted in the ancient Chinese system of Feng Shui and the idea of a place where there is
harmony between positive and negative qi (energy). This is the optimum spot for afforestation. Within these protecting mountains
is a location called the 'gate of embraced protection’. This is the place where the water from each of the valley rivers flows out
of the mountain range. This spot is of such critical importance to the forest that trees must be planted and maintained here to
prevent vital mountain qi from leaking out. The third important point concerns the management of timber. Selective cutting is
employed in accordance with traditional forest ecology systems, thereby allowing the unhindered growth of good trees. The fourth
important point deals with the appearance of a forest. By studying the condition of trees from afar, it can be determined whether

the forest is youthful, overmature or in decline.
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1. BU®BIZ

BE. UHRERIZOWTIE, TOREAOFHFEIRAT, £
DEBERD I BHIRKNEF BREEOE RN CHEICRES
nTWa, ZOXRRICIE TEE=1+=ZERFHHKEE TR
ZE) LEMIN TS, ZOLRERIIBERBZOTFOERIZ
582 (FFIRFBH. 1984) LIEbDEbWbhTWAA, ZORE
AhbTHE, ME=TZEIXITRETHEOT, ERMEL
TOLHEBRDBDENIZ LI, ;

REFIZHBR BRI E i (RS A LR4E, 1983) D LARE T
DET, 175125, ZRBFEANCHEELBVIOIZ, Al
LR (1737) OB E # B TRERLIZEEN TV, 3E4E
XRATHS,

ERDEEL DN TWALODIZ, IEFEMH,. EFEM, 28
BERRZEBHITON TS, EiRIX17354E8 AT P HIA)
DHRETEIZEFL NS, TOLEBEIILLRLNBES
ERAZLIT., BAREE ST (1708~1710) LEFEIFE (1716)
DEEITZFATTLDEEZLNBIEND, FOMDELET -
BEER - ILKERREOERM Y —XbRRIZZEUSERICE
NOOXEREFFHIAA TELLHERITES, Lieh->T, Ak
KIRLABNTIE, T TICILARERIIFEEL, TOEMRS A

INT=FEEMLEIONS, EMLIESRE (R, HEXE
B, 1983) ki, BHREOBKRILLV), BEOHMKE
B ETHEDLNSZEOERIGEV S D THSS,

Z O \LARE RS2 % ORI LEERIBO BRSO ThHIVE,
FORNEEBENRBTRTHEHIAE, WARBERICOWTIL,
FiRFAY [FELE] CEOMIZERLTWS, HiG-HE
(HIgRE ik, %37 - 3840FF. 1986) bik, T LHKERZE
XFERL TS, AE, SEANCHEMRETERIIT, Zofh -
ALOFMRXZ—EEEL T, EXEMITEHIRLTERL,
ZOARITOWVWTRELE, HRBNEBIZOWTIX, USCAR
(BRERF Bk E BB, 1952) BERERA TS, LvL, 1
HERIZONWTIZ, ZORARBEXTHHZELH-T, £
DFFRITRY T2V, B HDFEFRIZIohn Purves& R —
MBS, FRFREBEIIPMBENENEY L,

2. IWERBONE

IAHEBO P TREBN TWBEER KiT42H5,

BRI I LD ENRE O BN THD, ILDHFE
g, e, WHO=o1I2). EhicENLE LR TICAE
L. Z0OOLEMMERTHOIEKL RV THBEL, BT,
ey, FHOIRIZFFFIEL T3,

oKL ERTHEXIIFREHO A RIZBITBREEOF
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THRETHS, HHHERRTIAROBEETHLTHIT
TB%2E)(1697) (LLE- FHE. 1978) 0 LFZ#HER) T,
WRDEH e bZ RTINS,

[BRBIEAREFHEZIBIFIL. BLUBMAD LT, EHEIIBX
BBV, BWE(LUOEF) IZIhICRS, o BBIEH
ROMA, REOBAICELET, IKEOHKEALRNT
i, LDAERKLTHEATH, Flkiziediev, | (fhREER)

BIFRRIZINIE, REHE2BLE, E—IZBEXBEIT,
ZOLHOMIKRTHS, LED, oFY. FOLHOHENIE
ZTOBNEIND, KFEELW,

LIABBIROEERIT, [UARER) = MhlLERR) (1737)
(EHMRBRRE, 1976) 728 T, ROLIBRIEEZE>TVB,

(HEIXLOMEZIGESS, UKk EoEERITT.
WREBBEUNEIDICEST, BARDERIIRED, LEHR
WL, EREXTHTS, BARIKERLRY, IR EY
2L, ERFEETWTh, BARRSIIEET S, ) ((FHER)

BIRLZANFERBRBIZLTEE, BRIIFALETLND
ZLiTA), EORERBRIZ, DPNOORS>TIS>ERED
BOIZRHES, 2EVEIIRTFRICBEIKBRERIZIL
HRZHE, #REERTIEKBBICSIHLERD B K7
RipLix, BEXHFOBEAREAROTHD, BRI EER
THREICIE, BHROBRREFE, T42bL, LodhbnE
HAL B RO RDOHEBE~OX ERRESEBLTONDLELD
s,

2RI EOHMBBSOEEEITOVWTTHS, LI
Sl A FR% 1L 4 H3FH - TIREL TV BREBOZLETHS,
ZOEZIAKDOROBRIZHEKT I8, TORNRKELE
Bz, EkEeRs, it THR#EZM) 8H5, hix
WARBRX L E=ERNOFH O DL THE, ZOBEFTIL LAk
DRIRIZHPBFTHED T, FHATHL LR EAHA
WIilzw L ey,

EIRIIWAROBYVENF THD, WHhOERILIX, X
(selective cutting) IZ&->T, VWWARZF THZETHS,

BARIIMHEO RFTHS, BINOHEEREZRT, 9%
. OBBM, FEEARDEID R D, ILLEOEARED
b, AHOGRIC LM EBB R EITRE T2 EBROR B R
LipoTN3,

3. LLIAREDRE & AL O R

IWARE AL LERIBORNEIT, IRIERAICTHER, FBiEE
IZETO]BRRPBVERLND,

UL, LUHRERLAMERETHVOR TS —TU—F%
HBLIELOTHE, ZORPL, KERBEVERVHLTARS
L ET o, ILKRERBEXTENNTHBDIZRLT,
ALERBIIESTETEED LN TWNBRILETHD, FEIXEILE
B AROHLESIZ—RICRONDIET, EHFEEROAS
ETHERIZEDNh TV,

ZoBR, AILEVOIEEDEVW S THD, ZORAEITILK

£1  WHEBEAILERIRO AEEOLE

WA ER (1768) ALk (1737)
EX ®X
RIAR AMLR#ZE
— Al
— 18}- 4
Wk —
1157 Wi
— (1]
£ (WK & (WR)
faREfnEZ i PEEEF4E 2 ih
ks jazk
faszm ik AT .
kS 2 7R — :
— ALEEZHE
RIARE FELBARBRZE
B —
b} —

ERIEALhRW, AlLoFE . FARICEhE, A
ECTEAHERHLTTHLIETVWSETHS, EHHIOTEKT
—BRIELNTWBEET, TFOHAARZAETZRFTEL
TRAEN, ZOFBEAFIZOWTIE, KR EEREIC
WiZRbh Tz, BADH RS TIIt 70 A
FROTDIBESNIRBH T, TOBEBRITEMALCFRS R
ANCBALIZA & IZXoTTh Tz (fhfE. 1984),
=2R13., HBOAFELLTREBLVOSEEMEDA TS
LThHB, ZOEEIX, AABBTVIRDOESLESERLT
WBR, ILAREREALNLERIROFEE O B RBERO G EHE
BORBICEBREZBEVCWAILEEESES,

Mo B ik, ABLVHISEICOVTTHD, MILFERIRIIZ,
IDOEREITR, 17474, LETHOEMICHESh. Thd
BREL2-T, WRERICFBINBABHRSTEIZIT, XL
MoN=RBEOMKFERSFTEI L TWS, UKRERTIE,
HEERSTHAROARDHRLHROKRELFEBRCAMITL X T
W5, BARBHEFETVHIARBELIL. AXXRTFHYORE
IZAROBERICAREZBIT. FIICARZEZDLVOMEAERTOZL
ZHLTWS, LiedioT, ABLVOBEITET IR, £0
ISREMITESTLBITHS,

UEDZEMnS, UARERLAILERBO®EEIZIX. BRE
BMOBREICAEKBEASLBELL THRRE TE, IDITHIKA
By uE, ToSUREFAEERIL, A8 ICETOBRVER
bNBZLTHD,

II. The Chinese, English & Japanese' Texts
of the Sanrin Shinpi

RMAE, \EEEZREL, AEE, FEMAZHT
BBEE, HRAEMAZA, MIETES, BTREHE, KTE
&, FBTREXE, WREEE, WEREEW, HMRTE, BRER
MEtHAZ N, MMM W, TISAMEERZETHM, K

! The Japanese text included here is virtually identical to the first translation of the Sanrin Shinpi by Nakama Yuei and Zhou Yaming published
in the journal Chiiki to bunka in 1986. Time limitations have meant that only minor corrections to this text have been possible. Changes have been
made to its organization, with sentences and paragraphs adjusted to match the Chinese and English versions. b8 & 3X{t. 5837 - 38&HF 5. 1986.
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Lz P,

Wood is of great importance to human societies, with almost
every aspect of life being reliant upon it. Without wood it
would be impossible to plow the fields, build houses, weave
clothing, make pottery, cast iron or cross the oceans. Wood is
indispensable for many other things. Yet people think only of
how to make use of wood, they have forgotten and today do
not understand that the resources upon which they so heavily
rely depend on there being proper forest practices.

AMERZZLIX, ABDOERFIZEST, KRBRILTHS,
ABDAREIX, TRTARMOEB»T T, HEFR-TIbhi,
bLb, AoAZELRITE. ARIX, BAFERARY,
REBEN2RY, KERBRNRIRY, WSS ENRIRY,
GAFEONARKARRY, WRENLRWIIITRSE, ZoLiiz, AR

ball
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DEFFIZLST, AMILBERTAROLDROTHSE, 1Thdh,
HRDOAN 2T, AFOFBIEIVEEZT, ABOFEIZK
B2 AR H, ELWHRIEDOHY FIZL-TERENSD, LVWHZe
EFENLTWS, '

Bz, FNETE, REER, SHEMFEES. RR
i

Since gentle mountain slopes® are neither too steep nor too
flat they are in harmony with Yin and Yang. For this reason
lush forest can be grown there. The gentle slope inclines are
shown on the left (below).®

ST LR NEN T EESI2HY. BEBIZBLTWADT,
TEEHNTITEM NI TES), b3, @Eﬂcifi’%’a(l)aﬁm

ol R

ol

BARBIN R

X =X —X

Highest grade

R

Medium grade

%X X —X -

Lowest grade

-3

Note: In the original text, the inner triangles were drawn in red ink.

e, REEEX, HEME., $EMTREARE, R
Rk,

Since steep mountain slopes are too sharply inclined and too
difficult to climb they belong to pure Yang and for that reason

it is difficult to grow lush forest there. The steep slope inclines
are shown on the left (below).!

I BB THRYIZKL, BBIZBLTWADT, Bzt
EMIELTERN ], EEDIhTW3, ARLIIETDLERY,

x
x x
— — % —
%k X % X R X
2 5 :
m* A X g X
E B B
x
E g X s |
5 - 5 — -
x X X . )
= = g R
Highest grade Medium grade Lowest grade

Note: In the original text, the inner triangles were drawn in red ink.

? The term 'gentle' is an appropriate contrast to 'steep’ when discussing mountain slopes, particularly in the context of the diagrams Sai On uses
for illustration. In an earlier article, Nakama Yuei defined reichi as a " & 2 ZJHC" (tairana koubai), which can be translated as an 'even incline'.
Nakama Yuei, "Somayama seisaku no senryaku", Shimatatei, Number 40, 2007, page 6.

$ —3, one zhang A zhang is a unit of length, equal to about 3.03 meters. The diagrams below illustrate the main grades of gentle mountain
slopes based on the degree of incline, with the best grade (a) at 1-by-3 zhang, the medium grade (b) at 2-by-3 zhang and the lowest grade (c)

at 3-by-3 zhang, respectively.

* The diagrams below illustrate the main grades of steep mountain slopes based on degree of incline, with the best grade (a) at 4-by-3 zhang, the
medium grade (b) at 5-by-3 zhang and the lowest grade (c) at 6-by-3 zhang, respectively.
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e RAA = H, BIL=%, MEHZ. ERABHE
AR, ASAHE, LAREE.

Steep slopes can be divided into three grades according to
the degree of incline. Although forest growth is possible on
more acute grades of steep slope, the quality of that forest will
be very poor.

e, AEIZE-T, EBizHiTbhs, ZO=%E T,
BARIATENE D, bL, EROTEDO~EL EIC, AEOA
IR Do, FIITIIBMAITE 2V,

MILZRE, MAVHEZH, ZERE, YRR, sk, B
BAZ TR,

The flattish area located between two mountains is called a
valley. Because valleys belong to pure Yin they are not
suitable places for growing forests.

ZODUDH DR EB2FrE L), ETIIHEICE
THDT, WABIKELRVBITHD,

gotuE, AHLUMAE, mAMREE, e

When surrounding mountains serve to protect a gentle slope
by enclosing it this is known as embraced protection.’

BT LT, ZOEEE L L KB TREBL T B L
#HLVvV,

gtz A, AE LY, TMEMRE, 2B,

High mountains located in front of gentle slopes and which
provide them with protection are called facing mountains.

SHIORNZ, BILUAREPINE S TRBL TNWBZLE LN
50

Btz A, A, MAHEE, ZHMERE,

A gentle slope located in front of another gentle slope
thereby creating conditions of mutual protection is known as a
mutually facing mountain.

SHOBNZENH > T, EWVIREL VDI LEHRTIEL
W,

HLUER, MEAZK, BR—K, EfSEZER, Zi#E
#zM, BN ILAREARZ BTER L,

‘The gate of embraced protection is the place through which
the water from each of the valleys that came together from the
overlapping mountains to form a single current flows out of
the mountain. This place is profoundly connected to the qi®
vein of the mountain.’

EIUNERIEV., FAPLOKR—RITHAEGDLEST,
iWa~Fh TV H AR, BF#EoMEVbhE, FZIELARD
KAKIZHD B THS,

B mHRE, HEEEHE BRL%H,

The highest grade of gentle slope is where embraced
protection is sound® and where there is a proper® facing
mountain.

BHEORERBL, HHEHEHSTFHEUBEELTNT, X
DEEZITTNWDIDIE EETHD,

AT, MM ISR —REEEER, RTRT
BE, BPEM,

A medium grade of slope is where there is a proper facing
mountain but where qi cannot be accumulated because the
embraced protection is either slightly defective' or because the
embracing mountains ' are too distant.

SHFDIEEZITTVBR,  HED L& BDLRITTNSED,
FEHEN TEOREB/ TV RV DIXHFETHS,

’Surrounding mountains used to mitigate the impact of damaging winds are one example. On a smaller scale trees can be utilized to surround a

village or a single household to offer similar protection.

*There are many ways of translating the term gi. In this context, 'energy', 'vitality' or perhaps 'life-force' are acceptable.

"Being of critical importance to the retention of mountain gi.

$That is, where the surrounding mountains, known as 'embracing mountains' or 'mountains of embraced protection' are configured closely together,
thereby constituting an effective barrier. The idea is not to stop the flow of winds into the forest entirely, but rather to weaken the impact of the
strongest winds during tropical cyclone conditions or other such damaging weather. When embracing mountains are closely configured and effective
in this role, the embraced protection can be described as 'sound'. Clearly, there are degrees of soundness, depending on how effective the protection
is.

*Proper here means conforming with ideal mountain configuration conditions in the sense that the facing mountain is of an appropriate height and
located at an appropriate distance from the gentle slope.

“In the case that a gap or gaps occur in the surrounding mountains as a result of them not being configured closely enough together then embraced
protection can be defined as 'defective’. As was the case with soundness, of course, there are degrees of defectiveness depending on the number
or size of the gaps.

"The term 'embracing mountains' is interchangeable with 'mountains of embraced protection'.
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HIFAEHE, BEZLRBREERE, MATETRE,
BTSN, SemR =%, WMmi# HEZTH, M=%
it ARRE BT L%, WMigiersEelE, ahs
A, HEHEE.

The lowest grade of gentle slope is where there is no proper
facing mountain and where qi cannot be accumulated because
the embraced protection is either defective or the mountains of
embraced protection are too distant. Gentle slopes can be
divided into three grades according to the degree of incline,
and three further grades according to the effectiveness and
distance of the embraced protection and facing mountains. It is
extremely rare to find a high grade gentle slope with both
sound embraced protection and facing mountains.

FHFDREZITTRT, BHEORE IR, HDWILE
BN TZEDOREB/TVRVWDIITE THS, Hllixatizlko
TZZHIIHToh50, ZORBELAEOZTFHICL-T,
HUIELIZ=ZFIZoToN5, FHEWS ILBIE LEICE 3548,
BHEOXFOBZREETRTERLATWAILIIE, LTHAAR
VY

e EMERE, EERAE, BL%h,

The highest grade of steep slope has sound embraced
protection and can accumulate Yin energy.

[, BEIBLABLTHT, BREEATWADITI LS
Thb,

1, Rx BRMAEARE, RIS,

A medium grade steep slope has embraced protection but
this is defective in places and consequently qi escapes.

FHERABLTWRES, IWRBSERATWADIRFETHD,

FBEERIER, W2 IVEHEERMRANRE, & TEHM,
etz A =%, MREZTTHFE =%, MmLRMmAERML
i

The lowest grade of slope is where qi cannot be
accumulated because while there is embraced protection, these
mountains are too distant. Steep slopes can be divided into
three grades according to the degree of incline, and three
further grades according to the soundness of the embraced
protection. It is rare, however, to find lush forests on steep

slopes.

DL 2 X RIT TRV, ESHEERTNT, 20RBHE
LRRWORTETHS, BHIITARIZE-T=Z%Zoitbh

LM, %@#ﬂiﬁ@%#ga:;or%z%:ﬁwenbo [z 3: A 2
EMITENIZLNTER,

Tty MEERE, BHXE RESH, ETHMZMA, W
ERNE, BRPEh, ETRINCHE, BEZREE, BTSN,
M=%, (BIERMBTAE,

The highest grade of valley is a widish flat area which
belongs to Yin but which also receives Yang energy. A
medium grade of valley is located between gentle slopes from
which it obtains embraced protection. The lowest grade of
valley is located between steep slopes and receives only Yin
energy. Although there are three grades of valleys, these are
places where lush forest can only rarely be grown.

Do LHTRWVWEZAIREBTHEN, BLZITTWAOTES
Thd, FEHOMIZH->T, TOAZEITWBDITHETHS,
DB IZH>T, bolXBLRRRETEZITTVDDIETETH
3, HHUTIZ=EHEB, FIUIDSLITEM R TERVETT
H5,

By, ThEMZPTAEN, Rmm@EE, RIFGERKRLE,
ERZ, B, BHIEEBERIE, RIESEFETRS, B
HEE, FEERKERTERE,

A gentle slope is a place where lush forest can grow well,
but if it happens to be higher than the embracing mountains
then that part of the gentle slope located above the embracing
mountains belongs to pure Yang. It is important to judge this
very carefully. The consequence of a gentle slope being higher
than the embracing mountains is that only part of the slope is
protected. One should also bear these points firmly in mind
when inspecting the height of the embraced protection.

EHITEM RIS TEBFHTHEN, TREELVLEL 2>
b, FOBX WS IINZ o THBIZBT3L510k5, X<
REMTTHBT LK Tt b2, F5VI90IT T, RHFNE
HWIVEWE, TOBEMOBFHREO Ly TLA2V, BEO
BSTONThH, ZOZEERBEITBWTHELAIZINR LN,

BiowE, AL, mALEbE, EMASE, B
i, BUEFZE, ALUEELEZEDE,

It is difficult to. grow lush forest at the foot of a gentle
slope when it is close to the facing mountains on account of
the qi there being similar to that in valleys. It is important for
there to be an appropriate distance between gentle slopes and
facing mountains.

SEHIOR KRR IZHEDEEEL TN T, 22O L5%
Fricid, EHMIEHEYTERY, Th i, SO O
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BEREMEZERL2THIT DRV, ZHIIKERIETHS,

EEREMLHE, AR R, BEREHCHE, AR
HRREZ PR, KEEE IR, HRHR.

There are mountains with gentle slopes, but intermingled
among them are those with steep slopes. And there are
mountains with steep slopes, but intermingled among them are
mountains with gentle slopes. Since this is the case with most
mountains, one must consider this carefully.

HEHHOWEL VB, FICEHPNBEIV G-, @O
FLTWAHR, FIZEHBIBIVE-VTSB, mnTholls
IEE5THB,

BB ZM, ANGRRES, BAFLE. RERLES,
s —i%, FRBz, BmMEZH, HA/E REHLEE
A, RWEzR, JOMREmA/NG, RISLERBREL,

When hills are located both between and a proper distance
from a gentle slope and facing mountain and benefit is
received from them, forests can grow well on such hills. Hills
that are located both between and a proper distance from a
gentle slope and facing mountain but which do not receive
benefits from them are similar to valleys and for this reason
trees will not grow well there. It is rare for a hill to be located
between a gentle slope and facing mountain, and rarer still for
a hill to be located at a proper distance from a gentle slope
and facing mountain. In the case that there is a widish area
located between a gentle slope and facing mountain, however,
a hill is preferable to a valley.

SHLRFOMICHDIEIX. TNOLOBE/TVEEERD,
BARIZISEZXDE, BTORVWERRD, HHIRRIKEZXR
WV, RBEEL, ZoO0BHOBIZERHoTH, ZORNEDS

. MBDIFEFITDRY, LIL, TOER, AERPRETNh
X, oIS,

1, HSSAMBHERR, &% L, ERRNIHEE,
HTFRE, KREZHMBHER, NEZHENHE, LEER,
HEES, RS,

Gentle slopes that have both facing mountains and embraced
protection, particularly if that area is expansive, are by far the
best. The type of timber used for the masts of large ships is
almost always grown on larger slopes. As a general rule, the
qi of large slopes is strong, while that of small slopes is weak,
although there are an infinite number of variables. For this
reason, judgments must be considered carefully.

BRI L b o TVT, LbZOEMAIEKRTH

i, —FL, @, KAROWAIZEI AT, 1ZEALRE
WWAEZX TS, KEIZRNBERTHDA, MRIZRIHEE,
ZRITEROILTHD, L, EORIIRTLRVND,
B Z THBTLRThIT2RB20,

EHTIRRBTIAEZ #, SEEEIRHTER, MAAHMRE
B, RBMAERISIATFAE, ARIFEE, BEREmR
BEEE, SEMZEATHAE,

Gentle slopes are in harmony with Yin and Yang. Even in
the case that there is no facing mountain or that embraced
protection is defective, trees can still grow quite well. Although
trees do not normally grow well at the summit of gentle
slopes, if the facing mountains are higher than the gentle slope
and if there is sound embraced protection that the gentle slope
receives benefit from, trees can grow well even at the summit.

BHIIBBARML TS THHOT, MERLRIFIRL
Th, MARE-, Bl HEHOELIZIIEARTHEVILAE
R72, UL, RgAEHIvEL, BEOL L BEELTH
T, ZOHEEILBTNBHEITIE, BEHOTE EITHHAIZIL
HEZX 5.

WeiiBE A RIEE, ETREBREZRE, METRRZA, M
BARERBTE.

Steep slopes are places of pure Yang, but if they are located
between mountains where embraced protection is sound, trees
are able to grow well there because they receive benefit from
Yin energy.

MEHIBIRRRET CHEN, WEBOEELEMICZHEL, BR
DHZEEYTHEE, BARIIMLIRICER TS,

B S MRS, ETMECES, METRIIZE, MK
FRER. Wz, BERE, EREMAL, '

Valleys are places of pure Yin, but when located between
two gentle slopes trees can grow quite well there because they
receive benefit from Yang energy. Since mountain forests are
subject to such a range of conditions, however, it is essential
to take great care.

B FT ChHBA. —oDBEHITITSEh -5 E I,
BHOREE->THARDE AL S, L. WKZEOEE
DRVEFTThBEND, LLEEBUENDD,

HIFERLRECES, BETRAKME, FERER, =R
FABTH, WMAKE, BERISFRER MARE. B
REBIR, MERKE, CERIFTER MAKE, w2,
BT RARIRILERR, RUSRERRER, MEHARRALUEHZ,
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SEEREIL, RIKARZ LA B RBRBE R,

We use qi to judge whether the distance and height of
facing mountains is appropriate. This must be very carefully
considered. It is not appropriate when facing mountains are too
distant because qi cannot be accumulated. It is not appfopriate
if facing mountains are too close for the reason that the qi is
too strong, putting the forest under great pressure. It is not
appropriate when facing mountains are too high since this puts
excessive qi pressure on the forest. It is not appropriate when
facing mountains are too low because no gi benefit is obtained.
As in the case of facing mountains, we use gi to judge
whether the distance and height of embraced protection is
appropriate. While it is extremely difficult -to properly express
the meaning of qi in words, it is something one will come to
understand naturally after surveying many mountains.

SHEDFTRLHEERFE LY HEIDNEVIDIE, FORICEST
DHRBLNDIZT ERRV, I<E XTI b, JHER
ELHER TOVBE, KBFITONRTEDIRLIKREITRIRY,
BILAE5L, [UIBKELNTZEDRLRRY, BTEsL,
KITRELIHEIZFT DN TEDRELRLRY, HEVITHIEL
2BL, [BRBLTLKARVWOT, 20RELRLARS, BHED
HOESE - BIEORDOHVFL, xHFDHFALFEALTHD, &
SRBEL, KITOWTREETISTATERWVAR, EiZF#WL
ZEELTRBREFEDIE. [OMWRILME, BRICEETE
38512725, '

B2, RIUMEARZ TR, HEELUEARBARF, &
FEILRBRE R ST, HOE, EMEM, fElLsRE, AL
HEZIR, MR REY 2ER, RATKEIRTKE!

In view of the fact that the gate of embraced protection is
profoundly connected to the gi vein of the mountain, it must
be tightly closed off with trees so that qi cannot escape. This
is extremely important. Carelessly felling trees at this location
will open the gate and allow qi to escape. The forest will
gradually become unhealthy as a result and trees will decrease
in number. We must not allow such a situation to occur.

BHEOPUIILARDORKDOFF THBNE, UTEIIIHATH
LT, WoKBRARWISIILRThiERbRy, ZhitkE
RIETHB, bl. LRBIEIDAEG > TEDOMEBT
LESE, WHRIXKREBITRRITHNY, #ALDRAeoTVK,
BB Z e TIEVNTR,

iz, NERERSE, REBRZAM, AILEXINE
A&, ZANMEZR, BARLRIFE, KIERE, SHEBA,
-, IR,

In terms of the mountains of embraced protection, the most

important consideration is that the surrounding mountains be
closely configured. If the mountains of embraced protection are
defective, wind will be able to enter and trees will not grow
well. This is known as the sickness of the four directions. It
may be possible to avoid this if we can plant trees in one or
two of these directions and repair the defective points in the
embraced protection.

H#EO L4, WARBRETHHILN—FEETHS, K
B GRETEIL) D& FALOWUBRITTREA-TDE, #
ARIEILIRIZER TERY, ZHENBEDRREN), HEaRLUEETIZ,
BARZHEZZE, TORKUIIEDMLLAR,

KiESAZE, ERE SRE, SHBEER EEtR m
BERAE. BIARDR, KRR, MBLER. RASMEES, U
IR, PRIFTAEZH, BARE, WKEE KEAEZE,

Trees tend to like damp shady locations and dislike dry and
exposed ones. Where there are many trees together they can
grow very well because they are able to rely on each other for
mutual shade. When there are only a few trees little shade is
provided and as a result it is easy for the forest to deteriorate.
By planting many trees we can increase the amount of shade,
and although poor quality forest is what we may initially
observe it will improve gradually, ultimately transforming into
lush forest.

BARIZIZDTOEBIKOEVEREFA, BRRYOITIE
BUEFIZEOHEEER>TVS, ABZWEAIX, BEVWCA
BEEVH->TIESD, ABDRWEEIX. BEL VNG,
BAREEZRTV, Ll, EEOMAZZIEX TAEREHY
R, BRITEDIILIRICRZ VS, KEZTRITEX
TET, LENZIZIVEIkIZRB,

AERESE M, ILARRLNE, RLUFEZEETNER, W
BARNKE, AIXTHEMEARGE, WRERKE, RIXL
HERE T AL A,

We choose where to cultivate rice according to soil quality,
but in the case of forests it is the configuration of the
mountains rather than soil that determines tree growth. If the
mountain configuration is unsuitable, even if the soil is rich.
trees will not grow well. If the configuration of the mountain-
is good, even if the soil is thin, trees can still grow very wel:.

HEIZLOMEZ LIRSS, WK EomEEZRIT, L
EAEEPEIPITEST, MARDERIIRED, WESATE
Ze, EBEXTHT, BIARRIKERLR, IUFEIAELETE
& ERERETHTS, BAIRIEERT D,

HEREAR, HXEABZR, HEME, ML
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#, RUFEBIEERE, KHREfMAEZH, Rl FERRZH,
RABEE, SRBAKHA,

Receiving qi entirely from the sun and wind, wide and flat
areas are places that belong to pure Yang. If a large forest is
created here by planting many trees, however, trees can rely on
one another for the provision of mutual shade and the area can
be transformed into a harmonious place of Yin and Yang.
Because such areas can be used for cultivation, however, wide
and flat areas should not be too hastily used for forest land.

EHTEVEREEIE, bolEbRASCLBOREZITTNT, MG
IZBT A TIIHIH, BAREZMEL TRERBIHEOIIE,
KaeBEWVIZEBRZES T, I 2RB#ICHDS, LiL,
TR TR T, BRELLTRIATEROT, REbicHk
HIZES TRV 20, '

RIBALRERR, URMAE, WEZH, HER/IA,
B2z, RGN, Blizd, HEHRAR, TR®XE.
mBZA, WBRHZHM, FEEBZAIH. HEAR,
BFEXK, BUKBRZAIRGRL, BRLAkZES, AR
L, MRERZ, BULMEEMBRE, FRILAES, LEH
b, MERZ, WUKBEMRER, BEEAEHER FTEX
A—K, EEESE,

Generally speaking, tall and straight trees are best, while
short and gnarled trees are the worst. When great care and
attention is taken to nurture tall and straight trees, even
saplings, the result will be good quality timber. In the case of
gnarled trees, not even large ones will produce good timber. If
people think only of their immediate timber needs without
distinguishing good from bad trees, careless felling will occur
resulting in the deterioration of the forest. This is one of the
primary causes of forest decline. Those who understand the
natural laws of forests” should choose which trees are to be
cut down, since they can rationally determine what will best
produce lush forest. If this approach is taken we will be able
to grow lush forests step by step. In contrast, if people with no
understanding of the natural laws of forests make these
choices, since they are unaware of what is required to produce
lush forests, trees will be carelessly cut down and this will
lead to the decline of forests. The maxim that "one good tree
is better than a hundred bad ones"
understood.

can be universally

B, BARTESESRLORLT, HA-bORENE

VWb TW3, BEoBESRAIL, flx i TthoTh, KEN
BTHE, LEWITIEEMITD, EdsRITKETHINE
IERRBAV, UL, DAL IZB OB TNILIEINY
EEZT, ROEFBZRHE T, BEIEIIE->TVS, 2
LI EFRSEAEEAD - THB, ILFD BRERZH-
TWABAZ T, IWAREERIERZLIZLBTTWAOT, 4T
BAZRULD, £575HL. WWRTER A LRDEDIT2D, 7,
WAk BARERIZ SRV A 21T, LB EEI T LICE
FEETHHD, DRORITEIVERD, TOFR, WKIZOWIZ
RATLE), —AORARIZIEADERIIES, LIl
HIZTHRDDERTHS,

WAkEERE, MPRERZETE, BURBIEZATE, HErE—h.
BEAILARZ S, B, BB, SUAREEER,
AREBEER,

The prosperity or deterioration of forests is determined by
the way local people are involved and by the nature of
national laws. Those who understand the natural laws of forests
must educate others with this knowledge and devise forest
practices that are in accordance with them, thereby endeavoring
to maintain thick and lush forests and ensuring that our country
will not experience a shortage of timber.

ARDBERIT, ZOHIZOERO»DDLYER, EDikERE
DBV FREZE>TRED, ILUARDERIZLSEBHEL TS AT,
BT ZOEANES>TILARRIEEZI T, T, TOMBEHRZ
70§53, ZLT, WWikkEiex FERSE, BNTAMBRG
RWEHBHTHDTHS,

Bt
Supplementary
DT, WLy, BIEHEREELEL,

When looking.at a grove of young trees from afar every tree
should resemble the tip of a calligraphy brush. [See Appendix
Figure 1]

HEHITEDORDE, ARILOREIEFLIEI TS,
BEBUE, RIS, BRLIHEER,
When looking at the intense black of a forest after more than

ten years has elapsed, the shape of each tree should bear a slight
resemblance to a dragon pearl. [See Appendix Figure 2]"

A person with an understanding of what we would today refer to as forest ecology.

"This appears to be a mistake, probably made when an earlier version of Sanrin Shinpi was being copied. In the original Somayama boushzlachou
(MuLEESR) upon which Sanrin Shinpi is based the order of the second and third descriptions are reversed, with the 'fish scale' shape preceding
the 'dragon pearl.' This error would have been discovered far sooner if the original illustrations from Somayama houshikichou had also accompanied

Sanrin Shinpi.
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FEETDLBRITE-SBIZR X, AOFITD LRESRIZELS,

XEE+BEE, RIEERY, BEOAEE.
HZHBRAZ,

MLl mmER%, H

After more than ten years again, the shape of every tree
should resemble a fish scale. If this is the case, the trees will
be perfectly useable. [See Appendix Figure 3]

e+ EE DL, FOWBITADIBTIEITD, £5725E,
BRI E LRI TES,

BRa AR, RIKFH R MmgEI, HARZH, AT,

When looking at the shape of a felled area of forest and it
looks as if a scale has fallen off a fish, that mountain is rich
in good quality timber. [See Appendix Figure 4]

WD O, FAZRITTRIZISICR LS, &
DOUNZTIIAM BREENIFEETS, EVHIETHD,

ARBEZ, R~ FHOEK, THRRAZZ,

If white branches are visible here and there this is a result
of too many trees having been cut down. [See Appendix
Figure 5]

EDFNCAVERRAD, AZEITETRETHSD,

WEEE, $HBES, TAMILAZ BT, B2 AN THHY,
AR B,

If it appears that there are many gnarled or dead branches
the forest is falling into decline. If the treetops are withered
here and there, the forest is in a state of complete decline.
[See Appendix Figures 6 and 7, respectively]

EheH BV hofe AR ELRbTWVRIE, ZO WLk
IEEZ T3, BEFTICADRE SRR TS, LIRS T
ZTRETHB,

4 ankeEr, |, FIRFESMARZHK,
If there is dark green foliage but no clearly discernable
shapes visible, there is no timber on the mountain. [See

Appendix Figure 8]

BB OIITEBAEL TVER, ZOABOERIT-oEVR
SFIRTHIE, MARBENDLIRARTIZAR,

FUBZ A, ARebAERL, WIEHAREEEE,
If new branches grow out of the top of trees gnarled, the
forest is going into decline. [See Appendix Figure 9]

AROEHHAI>T, EXTETNED, ZOKRIEESESTT

IZEELRNY, .

AZ—BTEMREZ, BRBARATR REEEELER,
ARARB L, HROEIUAREA, HBRE, BREFHH,

Conveying the meaning of the text above is not easy. When
reading, one needs to carefully consider its essential meaning,
effect and be
counterproductive. If you can apply yourself whole-heartedly to

otherwise it may have the reverse
forests and thereby bring about lush growth, I will have

achieved my ambitions in writing this.

EOXDEREZELTREZADIX, BHRIETIIRVHR,
EBICRHTALER., RIZEORNEOERREZEZRITIER
DR, IBRNE, DEXoT, BLRBObBLIRV, HARTHR
WARIZDEEIT T, MAREZROEDZLE, FIUTEET 5.

HEZRZF RTFHERERE
ERER"

1768. A good day in Mid-autumn
Cai Yi Ting Yi (J. Sai Yoku Tei Gi)

—tANE MKOHEEA
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M. Appendix: (MRILEEFE] X U =)

Accompanying Illustrations

Fro%, EREERD, LIk TREBOM) B3, Zhi
IWARBZE X LI=EB)NOFHB O DZETHS, ZOBRFHTLAK
DEARIZHIDBFHTHENT, HATHC TLORA R
VISR RIS,

EIRTUARDOERVENWF THB, ILHKRDERLIT, FHFE
BFIEFITEZ0TIE K, EoBESRHEE T, #hidioic
ARIIRKRTHERL., IUAREERIEDIOICTHILTHD,
NITBTEDRLE (selective cutting) FIHEEFENE X LFLT
»D,

BARIIHBO RS THZ, BINOHEEREELR T, 94
A, BB, TRERNLEIDEHET D, AROLE THAR
BIIELT 38, ZORAENRHEOEBNWTHETIOVLFTH
Bo

ILAREREANLERRIZIE, BABRICH LS5 B RRBHED
ZxNBELLTCRHES, B#, LK. REZM (a%
ZBAF) . BEBRAEZHARLEDEREIL, BKNICLUKELDE
AIEELRX—TU—NThD, IUHRERITITT TICABEVDIE
ERHZLN., ZORBEIM BT E TR OREMARIELLT
Y (R AV

ZOWRERIZIZ, WEOBERREOF T, WWAZEIEY
FoTebWWNDD, FUENT REABEY,

Hivl

Figure 1 A young forest

&L=

RE#HOW

Figure 2 the forest is starting to grow

FARMARERShREL-IL

Figure 3 Trees at the height of their growth

Figure 4 Gaps visible among the trees show that timber has been cut
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KRN ZLGY BT BULWARRHFYLGEZ 2L

Figure 5 many large trees have been cut down in the forest Figure 6 A forest with only a few good trees remaining is in decline

BHTER ARAREFPFAVYREZ B
Figure 7 A forest in full decline Figure 8 A bushy mountain upon which only grass
appears to be growing
L/
/
REMNIEFSEK

Figure 9 Trees which have stopped growing



