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MTEBLRINIBDOD, EBRFEHTEHE, DPRILRB- T RA2ED., Thh 3]
2, BEIBEOT LR ERT, BAZHEEHTEWSHBER>TRSED, ft
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A Discourse Analysis for Using Verbs ‘wakare’ and ‘shiru’
in Daily Conversations
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Abstract

It has been one of the issues to be solved how to teach the similarities, and
the differences between‘wakaru’, and ‘shiru in many of Japanese language
classrooms. These two verbs are synonyms, and they both imply recognition.
It is rather complicated for Japanese language learners to choose the right
verb according to the context in daily conversation.

The purpose of this paper is to describe how to use ‘wakaru’, and ‘shiru’
for learners though analyzing actual discourse data collected in daily
conversations. The collected data for this paper are up to 430, and they are
classified into three groups. One appears in the situations that only ‘wakaru’
are used, another appears in the situations that ‘shiru’ are used, and the last
one appears in the situations that both ‘wakaeru’ and ‘shiru’ could be used.

The classification and the analysis done in this paper should be useful for
Japanese language instructors to clarify the difference between ‘wakaru’
and ‘shiru’ in Japanese language classrooms, when they try to explain the
difference to their learners. It also could be a great help for Japanese

language learners to reduce their misapplications of these two verbs.
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