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Beethoven's work was, in fact—as may be easily recognised from the
sketchbooks — essentially to tinker with the themes and motifs until they finally
became capable of meeting their function within the Whole. In reality this
function always has priority in Beethoven, although it seems as though
everything develop out of the ‘motive-power’ [Triebkraft] of the individual
elements. (Adorno/Paddison : 183)
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