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The anchor of my purest thoughts, the nurse,

The guide, the guardiam of my heart, and soul

Of all my moral being (109—11).
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Fair seed-time had my soul, and I grew up

Fostered alike by beauty and by fear :

Much favoured in my birth-place, and no less

In that beloved Vale to which erelong

We were transplanted (1850, I, 301— 5 ).
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Slow distemper checked her bloom
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And on the heath she died.

Long time before her head lay low

Dead to the world was she. @
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She was with me when a boy,

She gave me eyes, she gave me ears;

And humble cares, and delicate fears;

A heart, the fountain of sweet tears;

And love, and thought, and joy (16—20).
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