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Tetsuo TAkArRA: Two species of Elaphe (Ophidia, Colubridae)
from Ryukyu Islands (Preliminary report).

F L # &

PERBRERT s H#E S T\Wwb Elaphe & (~CH) Oy Dk E. carinata
(GUENTHER) ¥ 77 %' 45 L% E. schmackeri (BOETTGER) Y ¥ ¥ <A Y4 D 2Ff 73
T Thd, WiHEFRMIEIZ, ®RBFBIEHE AHEE, ERBCET D, FEHTRT
HHRD 2 EOMITHIZ 2T 2 Z L 2 MV BDT, ZIIZEDHELHET 2,

AR R FS 212 5 T F S A7 BTHOInoRRR (G-38E =), = R (5
HEBERATR), AHSREAE (GIRE P 2EREGR), MRiEstd L O R BRI O
PSP REGH) DB RIS LEL B#f 0B 2 £ 5,

Elaphe sp. (a) figs. 1-2
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Fig. 1. Elaphe sp. (), Male ﬁfonaguni Island ~ 1~4 (F72& 5 1~6) & AimBEHH
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Table 1. Measurements of Elaphe sp. (a)
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No.| "g|gd b g | = { = ‘ o | Sex Date | Collector | Localities
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1] 613 131| 217| 2 |99 | 8—8 } 25 | Male |Aug. ’56/ S. Kubura“ Yonaguni-jima
2 680 | 145 | 220 | 2 | 97 ! 8—8 | 25 | Male |May ’57‘K. Maeara Ditto
3| 80| 178 219 | 2 |99 ‘ 8—8 | 25 | Male |[May ’58/S. Miyara Ditto
4 k 2000 | 400 | 220 2 |99 ’ 8—8 | 25 | Male |May ’58’ S. Miyaral Ditto
51 80| 174 | 217 | 2 [ 96 l 8§—8 | 25 FemalelAug. ’58iK. Maeara Ditto

Afiz—R E. carinata ¥ 7 FIZPIT W54, ROFHLETHMIEAEhS E
1B LOE2HEM), AL E. carinate OFfIE 28 51 TH 2%, AmOFEI
25 HlRH S5, TOMBTIROE, & 1 FHEWR, BMEERR EIC8 S 2RERR bh
20T, BHLHHETHD LB, SHREICE S OBBEATLRE L TAHIW,

Table 2. Comparison of ventrals and subcaudals

of the Elaphe sp. (a) and E. carinata

No. of ‘ Ventrals ' Subcaudals
Species Localities Sex e
specimens Extremes: Average Extremes Average
Elaphe sp, | Syukyu Males+ | 217-220 | 218 96-99 98

(Yonaguni-jima)| Females ‘

\ Sisioeing) |
—| e e 312 — (S
Ryukyu Males- e
‘1 (Senkaku Is.) Females 7 209-222 ( 214 80-92 85
E. carinata ]A— — - -

| Formosa et | 8 208—221‘ 214 7897 89
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Elaphe sp. (b)
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Fig. 2. Elaphe sp. (a), Female, Yonaguni JHOBE ?), o 15 Flic
Island (coll.; K. Marara, Aug.
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Résumé

1. A summary on distinctive features of the two species of Elaphe, collected from
both Okinawa proper and Yonaguni Island, is listed.

2. Though these two species are seemed to be either new species or new subspecies,
this report is presented as preliminary one to study further with many more references.

3. Miyako Island was thought as the north boundary of Elaphe in the Ryukyu
Islands (Amami Islands, Okinawa Islands, and Sakishima Islands inclusive), but its
north boundary has been broadened now since it was found in Okinawa proper.

4. 'This fact assures more strongly that Elaphe distributed to the north through
South China, Formosa, Sakishima Islands, and Okinawa Islands.

5. - Elaphe will possibly be found in Amami Islands in the future.



