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ISLANDS OF THE WORLD IV OKINAWA PRECONFERENCES
1-3 September 2005

1. Theme (Okinawa) : ”Towards Global Networking and Collaboration of Island
Societies”
Theme (Miyako) : “Biodiversity and Livelihood of the Islanders”

2. Background: The name “Okinawa” has been widely known as a birthplace of island studies
or Nissology coined by Dr. Grant McCall after the first conference of the International Small
Island Studies Association (ISISA). which was held in 1994 jointly with the “Islands of the
World V1.” After the Okinawa conference, island studies gained a world-wide attention
leading to establishments of various island studies organizations including the Japan Society
of Island Studies (JSIS) in 1998.

The University of the Ryukyu (UR), the only national university in Okinawa, has been a
major academic institution to pursue island related education and research for many years
taking advantage of its geographical location. UR established the Center for Asia-Pacific
Island Studies in 2002 to promote international collaboration, academic exchanges focusing
on interdisciplinary approaches to island problems and has an objective to contribute
directly to the development and measures of island development with a focus on sustainable
development, biodiversity, culture and human resources. It is significant to mention here
that UR’s research proposal: “A Comprehensive Study on Biodiversity in the Islands’ Coral
System” was selected by the National Science Foundation as a project of center of excellent
(COE).

Amid the flourishing island studies, ISLANDS OF THE WORLD 0 conference was held
in Taiwan’s Kinmen Island in 2004. The Executive Committee of ISISA decided to hold the
2006 ISLANDS OF THE WORLD IX conference in Maui during July 29-August 3 on the
them of “Sustainable Islands - Sustainable Strategies”. In view of the sister city
relationship between Maui County and Hirara City of Miyako Island, the Maui and
Okinawa delegations agreed to hold pre -conferences in 2005 on both Miyako Island and
Okinawa Island

The preparatory committee of the pre-conferences has decided to hold an experts’ meeting
and symposiums at UR and Hirara City on the theme of “Towards Global Networking and
Collaboration of Island Societies” and “Biodiversity and Livelihood of the Islanders”
respectively.

The main objectives of the pre-conferences are to identify the issues and problems of
sustainability efforts of island societies and fragile and diminishing resources focusing on
the small South Pacific islands and find the way to sustain islands’ biodiversity and life
styles through collaborative and sustainable efforts among island societies.



HABIRESHFEPE S LI 77 LR

200549 A1 H~3 H

1. £87—~ : BX) BEHtED S o — "\ Ligxy NU—7 LEEB I
T C—8BiIIA ¥ —F v arrnr—-
(Bd) EMEHEL v~ F2) OBELH L

2.8 B 199 FICHRBICT IF4EHRSRAE) & [ 1 EERSR¥ES) 25HE
fexh, MEBIZEES (Nissology) EHEDHE L THAMICEH LN D LS I2h o7,
HRBESBEORELZEIC LT, R CRBMIENBAICRY, 98 FiZITEA
BRFESDARR SN, HERKFETHHEE, B, ERE L2 X —U— FIC L-I%E
EINREANZRY | fEe OBRFFBENRT b, 2002 F£i2ix (707 KFEBIERPZ
U ¥ —] BREINZ, 2004 F£iTiE [V THEBEROEMSEEOREHTE] ©
7 —< T, 21 {42 COE (BRFEHDAFERL) (TRITNT-,

R T OB ELEZ R T 2T, MBE [E 8 EHRBRESE HEEBOL&M
ETHREIh, SFELXTRTHIZLBERCBVC, [E 9 AHABESE . (&
U : Z DOFHGEFIREEIE RS ] DT —~ T, KEDTHA29H~8 A3 HIZ, "NTAD
YU B THRETIZLPREINS, UL LB TRLIFENDH A EHERT
L THRERERHRAMR] I2HDZ b, v U BTORRBICI R CT-DIZ, A
BLEHET (FUIHRABESE) 2HETZENRESNT,

B ESITERIL. 7o — UboBIZoER, BEIIERLTWARE., B4 D
HEERY NU—JLbERL TS, flziE, A XVRRIABETOHRBEESE T
[(Ta—SVBER Y NT— 794 ] PMERESN, HROBERMEALED ST v
74— TRHEIIND L)oo tz, BIZERTH—DBEIETH S MBI, —HiE
IO BABROBRZH 5 TEY, TOFX2FBANBER30 HFARIEL T, £
THEBTLLERARC, [UFF—0FaDd7AFoT45 4] 2B LT a— 117
Fy bT—=2] B LOOHD, MRYFF—LFakE R U—L K TFF
= Fa cEVARR-TYxT—ar (WUB)] . TBiZA v 2—Fatr) %
BBELIEHETHD, RSB TIE, BAxDOTu—RNARXy NT—2 0O FitEx
RBPRNOER L, EERICm T RIS L FEREAME L L,

BIXEL, EVSBEOEETH A2 bbT, BRAKEDALNLEREOA
PN FERLZTRTVREICHD, BOBREAZHELLNS, ERCR-7-ES
LZHERFT2RB L FERRZ L THHON, BARHOR Y EAE2EE X T, MR
DEBBEEDET N IRV IDEHBTEZL TS, AT LEAHIT. BHERKZETO
[EMRRE. FERFRI—ALTO X R a—4), ERHCTO (A
NP a—h) THEIN?,



