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EXPERTS’ CONFERENCE & MICRONESIAN ACADEMIC SUMMIT
1 September 2005

Greetings from the Host

President Moshin Morita
University of the Ryukyus

Good morning ladies and gentlemen. Welcome, or Mensore in the Ryukyuan language, to our
University of the Ryukyus campus. It is indeed a great honor and pleasure for me to welcome
all of the distinguished presidents and participants from the colleges and universities of the
South Pacific. I would also like to extend a heartfelt welcome to representatives from the
Sasakawa Pacific Island Nations Fund and other local institutions which are supporting this
workshop and the following symposia.

This specialists’ workshop on the theme of “Global Networking and Collaboration of Island
Societies and Biodiversity” is well-timed for us, given that this year the University of the
Ryukyus celebrates its fifty-fifth anniversary. The University has grown from a mere 652
students and 44 faculty members in 1950, to today's total of 6 faculties, 8,000 students and
1,700 faculty and staff. Based on our founding principles of "Liberty, Equality, Tolerance and
Peace," and on the maxim that our university will "embrace both the global and local", our aim
is to develop and nurture professionals with the appropriate knowledge and capabilities to
contribute both regionally and internationally.

This workshop is significant in terms of our university expanding and strengthening academic
exchange with the colleges and universities of the South Pacific. Exchange programs between
us were established after the Pacific Islands Academic Summits held on this campus in both
2000 and 2001. I again welcome President Spensin James of the College of Micronesia and
President Patrick Ubal Tellei of Palau Community College who participated in the last Summit.
These Academic Summits were followed by a Pacific Leaders Summit between Japan and
members of the Pacific Islands Forum (PFI) countries in 2003. The Leaders Summit isolated
many common issues and shared needs among the Pacific islands and Okinawa, including the
pressures of population growth on limited natural resources, youth unemployment, protecting
our natural environment for future generations, and human resources development. Truly, these
are subjects that concern us all. The Pacific islands face a number of difficulties in overcoming
the physical disadvantages of smallness, geographical isolation and vulnerability, while
simultaneously striving to maximize the benefits of globalization and ensure the protection of
cultural diversity. These common issues
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need to be addressed by strong and consistent commitment through mutually beneficial
partnerships based on the concept of the “Pacific Way.”

Of Japan’s national universities the University of the Ryukyus is the only one located in a
subtropical island region. As such, it is appropriate that we focus our research and education on
islands and the issues that affect them. Only last year our university’s research proposal: “A
Comprehensive Study on Biodiversity in Island Coral Reefs and Island Ecosystems” was
selected by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports Science and Technology as a center of
excellence (COE) project. We established the Center for Asia-Pacific Island Studies and the
Transdisciplinary Research Organization for Subtropical Island Studies (TROSIS) in 2002 and
2004, respectively, to spearhead island studies, or Nissiology. I would also like to mention our
new Department of Tourism Sciences (DTS), established in April of this year to meet the needs
of both the local and international tourism industry. Tourism is the fastest growing industry in
Okinawa, just as it probably is in many of the Pacific islands. The DTS is the first of its kind
within the Japanese national university system. We would be very proud to receive students
from the islands of the Pacific.

I understand that this workshop will be followed by larger meetings on island affairs which will
be held this afternoon and tomorrow on Okinawa and in the Miyako Islands.

In closing, I sincerely hope and fully expect that through active discussions this workshop and
the following symposia will produce results that can benefit our community of islands.

Thank you very much.



(COE) uv=/7 MIEINFE L1~

BT ZES D\t = v Y a U— DO TR D120, 2002 FIZT T KEHEBBRI T L F —,
2004 45 (2 BEVEY B MR AR FEHEERHE (TROSIS) 2 ZNFhAIRR L Lz, 5% 4 AIZI3E
WADBINEXDERFICGDE, HLIBXEFR (DTS) ZARR LI L2RRTREZWVERN
9, % < OREERGEMUIE & BRI, BT TRERRE 22T 2EETT, BULFR (DTS)
3. BARDENKRFEV AT ADORNTHH TOHERIZAY £, KFEFESEIENOFELZZITA
NHZ LFBLDOKREREY TT,

D=7 3y TORICBEBBEICOWTOREEDN., FEMNMEAEBZHAIELE CHESN
HTEEREMLTEBY 7,

BEIZRVETE, COUV—22 a3yl RO ADBRIZBWTERI I 2 =5 ¢ —|2E %%
L b TR RERNELRBEND Z L2 LDV, FAICHIF LW E BT,

HOWLH>TINE LK,



