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Abstract

The geochemical studies and X-ray analysis were conducted on marine
carbonate sediments obtained from off-shores of Okinawa Island.

The conglomerate or massive carbonate sediments are composed of
46.7 per cent of CaO and 4.0 per cent of MgO. These sediments contain,
as impurities, relatively large amounts of silica, iron, aluminum and phos-
phate comparing with those of Riukiu limestone.

Positive correlations appear to exist between iron, aluminum and ph-
osphate contents. The amount of sandy sediments diminish rapidly at the
particle size near 65 meshes. The calcium carbonate content of sandy
sediments also depend largely upon the particle size showing to positive
correlation, wherease silicate and heavy minerals increase in fine powder
sediments.

The conglomerate or massive carbonate sediments are composed of
high-magnesian-calcite, aragonite and quartz. The cose sandy sediments
are composed of high-magnesian-calcite, aragonite, low-magnesian-calcite
and quartz, whereas fine sandy sediments contain large amounts of silicate

and heavy minerals.
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2 Geochemical Study on Marine Carbonate Sediments in OKINAWA
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Table 1 Description of Marine Sediment Samples Collected by Yomiuri Go and
Tansei Maru

1 | Water

No. | Date  Depth Location
‘ (m) Latitude Longitude
Yo—1-1 9/14/1967 210 26°03.2’N  127°44.7E  (the offing of Minatogawa)
4 1=2 / 4 7 V4 7
# 1-—3 7 2 7 7
7 3-1 9/17/1967 182 26°02.7’N  127°38.7°E  (the offing of Minatogawa)
4 3 - 4 i 7 4 7
7 3- 4 200 ” 4 V
v 8- 4 182 7 7 v

9/19/1967 150 26°47.0°N 128°01.0'E (north east of Kori-Jima)
10/ 5/1967 60 24°41.5’N  125°22.0’E  (south of Tomori, Mivako-Jima)

V4 — Vs 109 4 4 Vi
7 = 7 230 v 4 Vé
s — 10/ 9/1967 70 24°39.8°'N 125°15.2°E  (south of kurima-Jima, Miyako)
4 o JE 7 240 7 ” 7
4 —-3-2 4 4 7 7 7

—1 | 10/21/1967 41 24°23.5’N 124°04.5’E  (the mouth of Nakura-bay, Ishigaki)
”

v = 43 7 ” 7
Vé — 4 55 7 7 7
4 = V4 90 4 /4 4
= 7 ” 4 Vs V4
7 - 10/29/1967 230 24°17.9°’N  124°15.7E (the offing of Shiraho, Ishigaki-Jima)
v — 4 v 4 7 Vs
” s ” ” p p: ”

10/30/1967 281 24°22.0°’N  124°26.6’E  (the offing of Ibaruma, Ishigaki-Jima)
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” 4 /4
—1 | 11/ 7/1967 200 26°32.8N 127°53.5°E (the Nago hay. Okinawa)

# 156—-1-2 " 4 4 v
7 18— 1 | 11/14/1967 68 26°18.2’N  126°45.0’E  (the of[mg of Tarishima, Kume-Jima)
7 19—1 [ 11/20/1967 104 26°32.8°'N  127°55.9°E  (the Nago bay, Okinawa)
7 19—2 7 190 7 V4 V4
Ta-—20—1 5/26/1966 60 26°16.6°N 127°31.1’E (the offing of Izena-Jima)
7 20— 2 7 7 26°16.8'N 127°30.8’E 9
r 21—-2 5/25/1966 # 26°53.7N 127°54.3.E 7
4y 22—1 5/25/1966 76 27°01.4'N 128°29.4’E (the offing of Yoron-Jima)
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Table 1-2 Description of Marine Sediment Samples from Senkaku Retto
— Water :
No. Date Depth o
e (m) Longitude  Latitude ]
St. 69 — 8 6/24/1969 141 26°09.0°’N 123°44.9’E
7. 69 — 12 6/24/1969 210 25954.9°N 124°31.0’E
7. 69 — 29 6/30/1969 140 25°56.2°N 123°48.0’E
/.69 — 31 7/ 1/1969 125 25°43.8’N 123°37.6’E
#.69 — 35 7/ 4/1969 115 25°50.9’'N 123°12.3'E
7. 69 — 41 7/ 5/1969 110 26°09.7°N 122°33.4’E
7. 69 — 67 7/ 7/1969 146 26°25.5'N 124°23.0’E
7. 69 — 70 7/ 7/1969 175 26°03.8’N 124°35.1’E
7. 69 — 72 7/ 8/1969 195 26°04.0’N 127°24.8’E
7.69 — 73 7/ 8/1969 160 26°05.7’N 127°27.3’E
7. 70 — 24 6/19/1970 120 27°02.0’N 124°26.3’E
7. 70 — 36 ‘ 6/20/1970 130 26°03.3'N 123°25.6’E
#.. 70 = 3T | 6/20/1970 132 25°52.0°’N 123°42.2°E
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Fig. 1 Sampling Locations ol marine sediment samples




4 Geochemical Study on Marine Carbonate Sediments in OKINAWA

kNI EH A RGO SRR OGN < 1 T L, BWEO S DA B W EREHWT
102y allb, 102 wra, 202V &2, 42290y 65X Y g, 802UV a, 100X
2D 7B BT LT ET 51,

2 & W K &

) A (Si02): k1l 7 2EKTUIRL BIEFRB S INA THRBMEEZL, BERTUIEL A
AU TOREMUEEZEE, WBUOLSBLTY ) #DEE U,

Bk & BRI v 2 =9 A D& (FesOs+Al20s): v ) h OFFHAE TMIRL 12 & SO %2 —
BRI b—ERZPIHIML (CODPIRILOEBEDORS OHHICHEAVE) By v €=
v LaRMATPHEZ 3L, ¥ Y F VIRZ ARSI & UTM/100. EDTAZRER THiE T 20
{LEE @k E e O 2 & L. Cu-PANfRRIERTEINL . M/100. EDTA BIHER THlithah &3
BIREAETHELVTRBICRL LA ETHLI,

Bibhre o n (CaO): BRHER O—TERZE O MY =2/ =NT T v, Y7 Uh ) DLD
v AF 7Rl L OKERILF M) D AD YEW 2 AT pH 213CHHEI L. NNERE2 AT
EDTATHET 5,

Bitvs 3 v o n (MgO): ZENAKO—ERZ LD, H e FedFovrr i, hY=ziy
— VT, VT ALY T AD T AF SRR MAMILT v = AT U ES TR 2 INA
TpHZI0ICHE Uy B THRRSE % A CEDTATHE U1,

ALY o (P205): BENEWRD —jEfte L b, TV 77 U7 &= 7 ARREK 2 INA T
#H3NHIT 1 FHOHLE—EEg 2 A cEe ) 77 70— O RO FER 2 700m D E TG
ERRET %,

WERIR (SO4): HEHAWO—ERZ L b, FB LT LI = v apflbr v E=D L —-T v E
=7 K% INA TR & D BIERE: U e BRICHIE N U U IR 2 INA THREER/N ) 2 L DL 2 > <
D EUIPERE LT, RINE L THERE N ) 0 A OFRELR 130 D RIE O ER 21T o 12,

3 EHOWESH

FRIORT [L &5 bE | CHRESNEHIEEWRTHIER S > TV AIEANETH
> 1o T DFMEERIT OV TRBEMEERICOVWT, HERKFOENEM, MBER. LR
BBLCRIEKEFEOIL A TG Sick b, BEBEREBKR L A5 V5] RAERGED S 5
Ty & 6 ICERERR O M R VA SRR T 2 W T IR UK EE R ZE O FIFEL, ST AL
Ao, RIEASEEE MY, RREEE REHEEE. AR ARE RS X OHE ARG &
L ->THEINTNS @

REFIEOENE Y TR /A, BB ETRKER, v NVEY, AREOHREY v oW, &
KEAKE Y > TWaEWDH B, Th b OROREEFTRICO W T IXHHFRFE DI REIF S R E
HEEEEE S (HAME, IBR45E) kohT & s h, WSRRREE (Md ¢) OfFds
3 ¢ DMK DR NI, 29D b O IR R & EKKOHIKE Y > T T, 16 Db OREKEY
YIWTED LN TWA LRI N TV B, FEHFLIXFE L UTHKEOH2THEIZ2LTL0, 20,
42, 65, 80y 100D £ & 42T J 1 S #AED FEdE 2 v 2 RN TRIED M 215212, %
DFERICONWTE 2ITRT . TOPBHZRRLIZOMRR2 TH A, KR 2 & 5 IchaKEO
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Table 2 The distribution of particulate in sandy sediments

Sample 100(Mesh) 80(Mesh) 65(Mesh) 42(Mesh) 20(Mesh) 10(Mesh) under10Mesh
0. %) %) (%) (% (%) (%) %)
69—11 4.65 3.90 2.16 26.54 28.48 17.01 17.24
69 —29 1.60 5.34 2.24 31.73 39.79 14.13 5.16
69 —67 5.10 8.15 3.42 45.09 24.91 9.55 3.77
69—13 1.06 1.02 0.56 14.51 37.36 18.11 27.37
69—14 0.33 0.72 0.50 8.68 44.04 33.59 12.14
69— 6 12,35 11.18 3.12 18.23 23.17 12.76 19.19
69—43 1.79 6.47 1.73 40.86 3.07 17.00 29.07
69—35 13.72 14.34 2.03 22.25 13.55 16.12 17.99
69—12 1.17 1.57 1.19 21.85 41.30 9.00 23.92
69— 8 33.62 30.98 1.56 10.66 8.65 6.92 7.61
69—28 2.24 12.35 504 3b.52 22.28 15.03 7.54
69—22 11.62 20.37 8.55 17.55 4.32 10.96 26.63
69—36 7.33 6.64 2.59 39.49 13.49 16.63 13.82
69—15 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.47 32.00 41.00 24.53
69— 5 10.86 8.43 2.65 8.91 10.11 7-15 51.88
69— 7 2.59 2.45 1.40 4.50 6.38 3.35 79.33
69—20 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.18 1.84 97.99
69—72 3.70 7.77 5.36 27.36 18.07 26.79 10.95
69—16 0.17 0.24 0.45 9.68 49.35 20.34 19.77
69—31 0.27 0.96 1.58 19.20 37.68 22.92 17.40
69—70 0.29 0.22 0.19 5.08 29.20 38.16 26.87
70—20 1.24 1.29 1.41 17.41 42.43 22.64 13.58
T0—23 0.86 1.77 0.75 4.23 20.71 30.31 41.38
T70—36 8.57 12.11 3.81 28.78 24.60 13.02 9.09
70—37 3.13 4.77 1.86 23.18 29.32 23.46 14.27
70—41 4.59 10.09 2.16 10.03 32.82 27.54 12.78
70—24 1.44 2.21 1.79 6.36 22.26 24.98 40.96
Average 4.97 6.49 2.15 20.39 24.43 18.53 24.90
40
(%)
30+
20—
10—
0 r
10 20 42 65 80 100120 (Mesh)
| | I I | 1
1.65 0.83 0.35 0.20 0175 0.425 (mm)

Fig. 2 Size distribution of particulate of marine sediments
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[&a5 HE] TEELRIEOE. HWEMTEE L 4 HoBFHs X oA I IS
TEHE LI AKED ¥ 2 O 13H O SHRIORERIC B U Tz § DIZ oW THi U ki d
TICHRER A BRI N 16 I LT h AR 3 I N B RT e TOFHHIE»S [LA5 D
BRI TEESE U 723N Y O—190 30 % B\ € CaOD N1 & it 46.87% TMgOik4, 05% &
ST FRERAIKE il U T CaOld #6202 73 3 2% MgOlk Bl ki s < 0.2~0.3%
ThHrDOIIE1Hib RK&EZERRLUTE Y, ThbHEEIE High—Mg—Calcite TH¥ETV 3
ZERAHbE D, TOMWRD L DREDMORMME LT H (8i02)3.3%, #, 73
7 (Fea03+ Al203)0.9%FEE 2 57 Uy BRI TY v (P205) 20.11%REEHET 5, Zhb
WEYIO< 7 20698k, 70 FBIRY VEOSHTRIEIFERAUCEOTHMME Y § BVHE
THIZL 2V I A8ROENOREHEEL LTS, $i, 7A3FE) EDOMIRIZIN I IKRT
&9 I EOEREA & b, 2 DT & BEIRAKE T L &L ARSBERS R 6, HEREKE
BN OB % HFEHE E Uiz b, U U @Ek, 73 F#08h 00w L & il U THY

Table 3 The Major and Minor Components in Marine Sediment Samples
Collected by Yomiuri Go and Tansei Maru

No SiOg Fe20s3 Al20s3 CaO MgO P05 S04 l
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) @) (%)
YO-1-1 4.78 0.59 0.96 45.54 4.11 0.117 0-61
¢ 1-2 7.01 2.76 1.07 42.02 4.75 0.291 0.55
7 1-3 6.99 2.38 0.82 42.51 4.81 0.249
# 3—1 2.52 0-13 0.43 47.06 4.03 0.093 0.63
7 3-3 1.53 0.16 0.33 49.73 2.84 0.082 0.54
7 3—4 3.11 0.41 0.73 45.75 3.23 0-109
# 3—5 1.54 0.20 0.29 49.95 2.87 0.083
7 4-1 12.69 0.51 0.52 41.87 4.38 0-103
7 6—1 0.32 0.04 0.05 48.04 5.14 0.076 0.-64
v 6—2 0.54 0.08 0.11 A7.64 5.17 0.077
7 6-—3 1.94 0.22 0.28 48.28 4.44 0.109
| ¢ 7-1 0.16 0.07 0.03 48.60 4.52 0.075 0.56
v 7-3-1 2.40 0.21 0-.33 47.76 4.54 0-101
v T—3-2 5.36 0.81 0.53 45.36 4.59 0.136 0.48
% =1=1 0.80 0.02 0.08 47.73 4.69 0.008
7 11—-2 0.88 0.04 0-64 47.32 4.72 0.088 |
7 11-3 0.82 0.19 0.18 48.81 3.87 0.116 0.52 |
7 11—4 4.38 1.29 0.65 45.08 4.52 0.164
7 11-5 5.00 0.78 0.52 45.08 4.08 0.171 0.57
7 12—1 4.84 0.54 0.36 45.87 4.75 0.143
7 12-3 2-87 0.38 0.46 47.38 4.66 0-111 0.52
7 12—4 5.14 0.67 0.46 45.84 4.62 0.133 0.51
7 14—1 10.33 13.85 1.52 0.271
7 14—2-1 3.58 0.53 0.51 48.70 3.16 0.172 0.40
v 14—-2-2 4.04 0.19 0.39 47.20 3.59 0.112
# 14—2-3 4.24 0.57 0.54 47.73 3.36 0-141 0-34
# 15—1~—1 8.13 0.89 0.67 43.41 3.87 0.129 0.62
# 156—1-2 8.16 1.01 0-56 43.40 3-45 0.130
7 18—1 0.87 0.12 0.17 50.20 1.09 0.039 0.68
2 181 63.68 0.83 0-77 15.27 1.92 0.052 .
7 192 64.62 1.54 0.93 14.63 2.06 0.084
TA~20-1 1.10 0.15 0.14 48.03 4.14 0.081
‘ 7 20—2 0.75 0.12 0.14 48.43 4.28 0.069 0.64
7 21-2 0.50 0.08 0.02 50.29 2.73 0.051
7 22—1 0.25 0.07 0.05 49.32 4.59 0.086 0.63
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WY v ORI S ORE ZIXTLTWAE T &M pdsbh s, ML CEE ShicRo
TR PRI 0 S FEIF Ji A CHRER & h 1o IR L O b2 LU & BRERTE K 25 O FA T IR O 7 WIS
AREB L TN DH LR APE O ERTE & OBMRRD D Y o HOFEE % Ll U
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Calcite BEMITHP 7V I FERL DD IRHP L UTEATVS T &M DTOKRIZR L
T3,

Table 3-2 The Major and Minor Components in Marine Sediment Samples from
Senkaku Retto

No. Si02 FegOg 1+ AleOy CaO MgO P05 504
(%) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
St. 69—8 7.78 1.84 47.14 1.63
7. 69—12 6-30 2.64 43.86 3.85 0.043 0.51
7. 69—29 3.52 1.34 49.26 1.89 0.023 0.53
| #.69-31 4.84 0.75 46.08 3.69
7. 69—35 9.46 1.40 45.25 2.50 0.030 0.32
#. 69—41 8.45 1.64 46.36 1.40
7. 69—67 8.68 1.63 45.58 1.60
v. 69—70 5.14 1.54 47.22 2.78
7. 69—72 3.27 1.09 47.73 3.37 0.029 0.65
7. 69—73 3.70 1.11 45.89 4.59 0.032
St. 70—24 5.78 1.81 48.30 0.90
#. 70—36 6.43 1.39 46.80 2.08 0.044 0.43 ‘
#. 70-37 7.65 1.78 44.97 2.79 }

Table 4 Average of Chem. Comp. of Various Kinds of Calcar. Rocks

~ Sample | 8i0;  CaO  MgO  FesO3+AlzOa  P3Os  Samp. Numb.

Calcarous Rock 3.36 46.75 4.07 0.92 0.11 33

Calc. Coral Sand 6.19 45.63 2.83 1.97 nd. 36,~20M
Naha Lime Stone 4.64 50.82 0.33 0.67 0-081 68|
Yomitan Lime Stone! 2.36  53.12 0.28 0.54 0-079 34‘

MgO Content
Yomitan Lime Stone
Naha Lime Stone
hq:;_—i—Alzoa Content

Yomitan Lime Stone,
Nobn Lima e >10M —Coral Rock<Cale. Coral Sand

< Cale. Coral Sand<<Coral Rock
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Fig. 3 The relation between iron, aluminum and phosphate in the calcareous marine,

sediments
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Ty ANV TA, BIEZ A0 DA RRDVTHFUIHIR2HES LRO6ICRT. 5 IKIZHEK
HAOH v LA 2FEL LICHEGD 4 HOAB ORI Z R U, £ 6 IKIZIKBEDOAIKEOR 8
HOREIOTHER R LIc, ThbDHXDREBHCOWTHIEL ¥ ) 1 OFHFRICOVWTT 2 v
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7N FOERITHOVWT Ty UKD 6TH 5,

Table 5 Average of Chem. Comp. of Table 6 Average of Chem. Comp. of
Calcar. Coral Sand Coral Brow. Grey Sand
Mesh  SiOz CaO  MgO Fe20s+Al0s Mesh  SiOs CaO MgO FesOg-+Al2Os
7 | |

M 4.82 ‘ 46.22 ‘ 3.42 1.51 M ‘ 7.22 | 46.71 1.85 1.60

10M | 3.23  46.94 ' 3.42 1.26 10M | 6.19 | 46.39 | 2.45 1.93

20M  3.84 | 46.72 3.67 1.50 20M | 10.30 | 42.31 | 3.19 3.21

42M | 9.80 | 43.27 , 3.57 1.86 42M | 49.67 20.81 | 2.71 5.22

65M | 16.16 | 40.57 | 3.63 2.33 65M | 75.07 7.17 | 2.01 5.77

80M | 18.49 | 37.46 | 3.90 2.57 80M | 79.92 | 4.45| 2.27 5.52
100M | 35.05 | 28.69 | 3.89 ’ 2.64 100M | 72.65 | 8.82 ‘ 1.96 5.08

N =4 N=8
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Fig. 4 The relationships of SiOs contents and size of samples
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HORPHROFRNCOWTIRR TIKHED  DIZOWTIEESILRT, TLTEh b5 D}
BHZ L LD LONBERITH S, ChbHDED LI H T Hio # ik SRR O High—
Mg—Calcite % T84y & L, it dAragonite 3 & F Dt O Quartz# & &, Low—Mg— Calcite

Table 7 Mineral content of Calcarous Rocks

No. ‘ High-Mg-Cal. | Arago. Quar. CaO MgO SiOs
% % % % % %
|
fsi 7548 | 1548 4.8 45.54 411 4.78
1-2 8148 | 442 7.0 42.02 4.75 7.01
1-3 8148 | 542 7.0 42.51 4.81 6.99
3-—1 75+8 | 1848 2.5 47.06 4.03 2.52
3-3 54+8 | 4148 1.5 19.73 2.84 1.53
3—4 5748 3248 T 45.75 3.23 3.11
35 558 118 1.5 49.95 2.87 1.54
4-1 6848 | 1648  12.7 | 4187 | 4.38 | 12.69
6—-1 | 9548 241 032 | 48.04 | 5.14 0.32
6-2 | 95+8 241 0.54 | 47.64 5.17 0.54
6-3 | 858 1045  1.94 | 48.28 4.44 194
7-1 8848 | 1045 | 0.16 | 48.60 a5 | 016
Pl 8748 045 | 2.4 47.76 4:54 | 240
7-8-2 8118 | 815 5.4 45.36 4.59 5.36
sl 8748 | 241 0.8 17.73 1.69 0.80
11-2 9348 | 241 0-8 A7.32 4.72 0.88
118 7448 | 9248 0-8 48.81 3.87 0.82
{)d 80=8 10+5 4.3 45.08 4.52 4.38
11-5 73:8 20+ 8 5.0 45.08 4.08 5.00
12—1 9048 241 4.84 | 45.87 4.75 4.84
123 898 6+3 2.84 | 47.38 4.66 2.87
124 858 7+3 5.14 | 45.84 4.62 514
fljifiosd 8948 B2 3.58 | 48.70 3.16 3.58
14—2—2 878 512 404 | 47.20 3.59 4.04
14—2-3 | 82+ 8 10+5 4.24 | 47.73 3.35 4.24
T 6748 208 8.13 | 43.41 3.87 8.13
1612 58+ 8 30-8 8.16 | 43.40 3.45 8.16
18—1 2048 | 70+8 | 087 | 50.20 C 109 0.87
20—1 7848 | 17+8 | 1.1 | 48.03 | 4.14 1.10
202 8248 | 1415 | 0.75 | 48.43 | 4.28 0.75
| { [

212 5248 | 44410 0.50 | 50.29 | 2.73 0.50
921 9148 844 0.25 | 49.32 4.59 0.25
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Table 8 Mineral Content of Coral Sand

No. Hi-Mg-Cal.‘Aragon. Quartz CaO MgO SiOz
% | % % % % %
|

69—72—M | 80+8 | 1346 7 47.73 337 | 3.7
69—72— 10M 909 53 5.5 47.48 4.29 2.92
69 —72 —2CM 90-9 543 5.1 47.99 4.06 2.10
69 —72—42M 869 105 5.2 47.62 4.33 3.02
69 —72 —65M 859 844 6.9 47.19 3.90 4.68
69—72 —80M 80=8 1246 7.8 46.97 3.66 5.39
69—72—100M 77+8 1146 11.6 45.19 3.35 8.73
70—36—M 47410 43-10% 6.4 46.80 2.08 6.43
70—36—10M 6110 3210 3.8 48.30 2.53 3.81
70—36—20M 6910 30 10" 5.7 45.86 3.39 5.74
69—35—M 65--8 20 8% 9.5 45.25 2.50 9.46
69—35—10M 50-+8 404-8* 3.4 49.41 1.80 3.40
69—35—20M 648 284 8* 4.5 48.11 2.34 4.49
69—12—M 8245 53 6.3 43.86 3.85 6.30
69—12—10M 85+5 643 3.5 46.08 3.59 3.46
69—12—20M 8845 2+ 1% 4.4 45.47 3.73 4.38
69—12—42M 84+5 231 5.0 43.44 3.73 5.08
69—29—M 535 40 5% 7.36 | 49.26 1.89 3.52

* Aragonite + Low-Mg-Calcite

Table 9 Summary of Mineral Content of Rock & Sand

(%)

’ Hi-Mg-Cal. Arag. Quartz ’ o
Rock  Aver. 76.8 15.9 3.3
‘ Max. 95 70 127

- Min. 20 2 0.25 R
Sand Aver. 74.2 17.3 6.1
Max. 90 43 11.6
Min. 53 2 3.4

AL, L L Z OHIZIE Aragonite#70% & &rie § O, F1244~20%2FLd D8 b
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BT B LI DTN BN TH B, WWEOEI3204 Y & 2 DN E O
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T OFSE, HEEPHRIR O & OIS A Ca0d6.7%, Mg04.0% % & 7, Al & U TSi0:3.3%-
FesO3+ Ala050.9%, & 8 P2O50.11% %2 ZA TV A, 6 IIFHERAIKE L b 2 OEEEY
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