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A Discourse Analysis to Classify Communicational Functions of

Japanese Verbs Focusing on “wakaru” and “shiru’

ASHIHARA Kyoko

Keywords: wakaru, shiru, discourse analysis, communicational functions

Abstract

In Japanese language conversational classes for beginners’, it has been a common
method to extract each language structure, sentence, or verb, and teach only their
grammatical meanings and functions to learners. It is necessary, however, for learners
to know the communicational functions of language structures, sentences, and verbs in
actual daily situations to learn authentic communications. The purpose of this paper is
to classify the communicational functions of “wakaru” and “shiru” through analyzing
actual discourse data collected in daily conversations. The collected data for this paper
are up to 446, and they are classified into two groups according to their macro functions,
and sorted according to their micro functions. The classification and the analysis done
in this paper should be useful and would be the first step for Japanese language
instructors to make the conversational classes more authentic and practical.
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