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Native speakers of Chinese, Korean and Vietnamese
and the acquisition of Japanese KANJI Compounds

ISHIHARA, Y oshihito
Keywords: Sinosphere, KANJI compounds, vocabulary acquisition, interference

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to argue the effectiveness of acquisition of Japanese
KANIJI compounds by native speakers of Chinese, Korean and Vietnamese. It is obvious
that those students have an advantage in learning KANJI compounds. However, their
native language can still interfere with their capacity to learn those KANJI compounds.

This paper suggests a framework of a KANIJI class for such students. It insists
that Japanese KANIJI compounds should be divided into modern words and traditional
words in order to make students conscious of the relations and history of East Asia.
After that, students will know how to use their knowledge of KANIJI compounds in
their native language.

It is very easy to find some typical errors of KANJI compounds in their
compositions. This paper analyzes those errors from two points of view. The most
typical error comes from the differences between the meanings of the KANIJI
compounds in Japanese and their native language. The other common source of mistakes
comes from grammatical differences between the two languages, such as causative,
passive and transitive forms.

(University of the Ryukyus)
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