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IdentityconflictofJapaneseEFLteachers

mtllesocioFpomticalcontext1

MikiSmbata

１．Introduction

Foreignlanguagelearningisoftenｖｉｅｗｅｄａｓａｓｏｃｉａｌｐｒｏｃｅｓｓｉｎ

ｗｈｉｃｈｔhepowerrelationshipbetweenatargetlanguageandthose

involvedinlanguageeducation，includingpolicymakers，teachers，and

learners，influencestheirsocio-culturalidentityinteachingandlearning

situations、Ｔｈｅｐｅrceptionofaforeignlanguageinthｅｓｏｃｉｅｔｙｏｒｎａｔｉｏｎ

ｈａｓａｎｉｍｐａｃｔｏｎｌanguagepolicy，whichinfluencesitsimplementationin

schoolsettings・Englishistaughtasaforeignlanguageatschoolsin

Japan，andthissituationlimitsJapaneselearners′Englishuseindaily

life・Secondlanguage(hereafter,Ｌ２)acquisitionstudieshaveclaimedthat

interactionplaysanimportantroleintheacquisitionprocess：the

modificationandcollaborativeeffortswhichtakeplaceinnegotiatingfor

mutualunderstandingfacilitatesL21earningprocesses(Long,1996).Ｔｈａｔ

is,themoreL21earnershavetheopportunitytousethetargetlanguage，

themoreproficienttheywiUbecome・InorderforJapaneselearnersto

acquireEnglishintheEFL（Englishasaforeignlanguage）context,ｉｔ

ｗｏｕｌｄｂｅｉｄｅａｌｉｆｔｈｅｙｃｏｕｌｄｂｅｐｒｏvidedwithopportunitiestousethe

targetlanguage、

Fromthepedagogicalperspective，then，Okinawaappearstohave

thepotentiａｌｔｏａｉｄｔｈｅｌｅａｒｎｉｎｇａｎｄｕｓｅｏｆＥｎｇｌishsincetherearea

largenumberofnativeEnglishspeakers，mainlyAmericans，ｉｎｔｈｅ
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ｃｏｍｍｕｎｉｔｙｄｕｅｔｏｔｈｅｐｒｅｓｅｎｃｅｏｆＵ.Ｓ、militarybases･Furthermore，

peopleinmainlandJapanseemtobelｉｅｖｅｔｈａｔｔｈｅｌｏｃａｌｓｉｎＯｋｉｎａｗａ

ｍａｙｈaveopportunitiestouseEnglishinthecommunityduetoasocial

structｕｒｅｉｎｗｈｉｃｈｔｈｅｒｅａｒｅａｌａｒｇｅｎｕｍｂｅｒofnativespeakersof

English(Le.,Americans).However,nostudieshavebeenconductedtoseｅ

ｗｈｅｔｈｅｒｐｅｏｐｌｅｉｎＯｋｉｎａｗａｖｉｅｗＵ.Ｓ・militarybasesasapedagogical

adVantage、Thepresentstudyseekstocontributetotheunderstandingof

therelationshipbetweenJTEs′（JapaneseteachersofEnglish）identity

andtheirperceptionofthemilitarybasesfromtheeducationａｌｐｏｉｎｔｏｆ

ｖｉｅｗ・Note，however，ｔｈａｔｔｈｅｓｔｕｄｙｈａｓｎｏｉｎｔｅｎｔｉｏｎｏｆａｔtemptingto

justifythepolitically-challengedissuesregardingtheinvolvementofUS・

militarybasesinthepromotionofforeignlanguagelearning・The

findingsrevealedJTEs'complexandcontradictorysocialidentities(i､e､,as

anOkinawan，alanguageteacher，andapublicfigure)．AsEnglish

instructorstheyconsiderthesocio-politicallyuniqueenvironmenttohave

thepedagogicalpotentialtohelptheirstudentsimprovetheirEnglish

proficiency，butaslocalandpublicfiguresaffiliatedtotheirsocietythey

arereluctanttobeactivelyinvolvedinapproachingthemevenfor

pedagogicalpurposes．

２．LanguagePO1icyoftheU.S・GovemmentmOkinawa

ＡｆｔｅｒＷｏｒｌｄＷａｒｌＬｂｅｔｗｅｅｎｌ９４５ａｎｄl9720kinawawasplaced

underU.S・administration(Arasaki,2000).Duringtheoccupation,ｔｈｅＵ､S

governmentpromotedEnglishinordertostabillzeitspresenceandtoaid

initssuccessfuladministratioｎｏｆｔｈｅｉｓｌａｎｄｓ（Ishihara，2004)．In

particular，tomaintainthehugemilitarybases，increasingthebilingual

populatlｏｎｉｎＯｋｉｎａｗａｗａｓａｍａｊｏｒｃｏｎｃｅｒｎｆｏｒtheUnitedStatesCivil

AdministrationoftheRyukyus．
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ＴｈｅｐｏｌｉｃｙｔｏｐｒｏｍｏｔｅＥｎｇｌｉｓｈｗａｓｉｍplementedindifferentways

suchasintroducingEnglishasacompulsoryschoolsubjectandsettingup

theEnglishLanguageCentertoprovideactivitiesandcoursestoimprove

theabilityoflocalpeopletoeffectivelyusetheEnglishlanguage

(Ishihara,2004).DespitetheUS､government'ｓefforts,however,promoting

EnglishinthesocietywasnotsuccessfuLAmajorreasonwasthatthe

AmericanoccupationheightenedOkinawans′Japaneseidentityaswellas

creatinganti-Americanandanti-militaristicfeelings、AlthoughtheU.Ｓ・

militaryauthoritiesencouragedlocalstouseRyuukyuan(agroupoflocal

languagesinOkinawa）andEnglishinordertoaccommodatetheminto

theiradministrativesystem，Japanesenationalismaroseandthe

promotionofStandardJapaneseafterl945becameameansof

inculcatingaJapaneseidentity・Inparticular，ｔｈｅＯｋｉnawaTeachers

Associationwasobseｓｓｅｄｗｉｔｈｔｈｅｄｅｓｉｒｅｔｏｉｍｐｌｅｍｅｎｔａｏnenationone

educationsysteminOkinawa（Heinrich，2004)．Ｄuetotheirpolicyof

educatingOkinawanchildrenasJapanesecitizens，theywerereluctantto

supporttheteachingofEnglishinOkinawanelementaryschools．

３．RationalefOrtheCurrentStudy

Thepresentstudyattemptstoexploretherelationshipbetween

JTEs′socialidentitiesandtheirpercepｔｉｏｎｏｆＵ.S・basesasan

educationalpotentialtopromoteEnglisheducationinOkinawa・The

JapaneseinmainlandJapanoftenmentionthatthelocalsinOkinawa

shouldbefluentinEnglishbecausｅｔhepresenceofmilitarybasescan

providethemwithplentyofopportunitiestospeakEnglishwithnative

speakersofEnglish，inparticularAmericans・Thisimpliesthat，atleast

fromanexternalpointofｖｉｅｗ，Ｕ､S・militarybasesareseenasbeing

pedagogicallybeneficialfordevelopingEnglishcommunicationskills
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outsidetheclassroom・Theissuesassociatedwiththebasesarepolitically

andsociallysensitiveandthemajoritypresumablyperceivesthem

negatively・However，sinceEnglishisrecognizedasaninternational

languageinJapanasweｌｌａｓｉｎｔｈｅｒｅｓｔｏｆｔｈｅｗｏｒｌｄ，whichhasledthe

governmentandeducatorstoencourageJapanesepeoplewithagood

commandofEnglish，itisplausibletospeculatethatsomelocalpeople,in

particulareducatorsinvolvedinEnglishteaching，ｖｉｅｗｔｈｅＵ・Smihtary

basesashavingpotentialpedagogicalvalue・Usingtheresultsof

questionnairesandinterviewswithJTEsfromthesecondaryandtertiary

levels，thepresentstudyisintendedtoshowwhetherthelocalpeople

deriveanypedagogicaladvantagefromhavinｇｔｈｅＵ.S・mllitarybases

andtodiscussthereｓｕｌｔｓｉｎｔｅｒｍｓｏｆＪＴＥｓ′socialidentity．

４．Method

４．１．Participants

ThedetaileddataoftheparticipantsissummarizedinTaｂｌｅｌ・

Therewere210JTEparticipantsincluding67juniorhighschoolandlO2

seniorhighschoolteachers，and41universityfacultymembers､２The

majorityisfromOkinawa:89.6％ofthejuniorhighschoolJTEs,98.0％ｏｆ

ｔｈｅｓｅｎiorhighschoolJTEs，ａｎｄ80.5％oftheuniversityfaculty、More

secondary-levelfemaleJTEsparticipatedthanmales，whereastherewere

moremalesthanfemalesatthetertiarylevel：８１．８％fromjuniorhigh

schooland73､0％fromseniorhighschool；60.0％weremalesfromthe

universityleveＬＴｈｅａｇｅｒａｎｇｅｓｈｏｗｓｔｈａｔ７３､1％ｏｆｊｕｎｉｏｒｈｉｇｈｓｃｈｏｏｌ

ＪＴＥｓａｎｄ７Ｌ５９６ｏｆｓｅｎｉｏｒｈｉｇｈｓｃｈｏｏｌＪＴＥｓｗｅｒｅｉｎｔｈeir20'ｓａｎｄ３０'s，

andnoneintheir60s・Ontheotherhand,65.8%ofuniversity

participantswereintheir30'ｓａｎｄ４０'sandnopartlcipantsintheir20's、
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Tablel

Summa1yofPartjcipanZs'Backgmunds

JuniorhighschoolSeniorhighschooｌＵｍｖｅｒｓｉｔｙｆａｃｕｌｔｙ

ＪＴＥｓ ＪＴＥｓ

6０

７

100

２

冊
８BirthplaceOkinawa

Other

4１6７ 1０２Total

２
４
１
５

2７

７３

2４

１６

Ｍａｌｅ

Female

Gender

Total＊ 100 4０6６

Ｓ
Ｓ
Ｓ
Ｓ
Ｓ

〃
〃
〃
〃
〃

ｎ
Ｕ
（
０
〈
０
〈
０
０
〉

９
】
ｎ
ｏ
４
五
Ｆ
Ｄ
ｎ
ｏ

０
田
Ｍ
７
７

2１

２８

１７

１

2６

4７

１７

１２

Ａｇｅ

０ ０

4１6７ 102Total

Averageyearsof
●

experlence
10.9 16.69.6

*Fourparticipantsdidnotprovideinformation．

４．２．DataCollectionandAnalysis

Aquestionnaireandinterviewwereutilizedforthepresentstudy・

Theoriginalquestionnaireincludｅｄｌ４ｉｔｅｍｓｔｏｉｎｖｅｓｔｉｇａｔｅＪＴＥｓ′beliefs

abouttheinfluenceoftheU・SmilitarybasesonEnglisheducationinthe

society､３１ｎｏｒｄｅｒｔｏａｒｇｕｅＪＴＥｓ′identityreflectedintheirattitudes

towardtheU.S、military，thecurrentpaperfocusesonseveniｔｅｍｓｏｆ

ｔｈｅｍ・Participantswererequiredtoindicatetheirattitudesusing6-point

LikertscaleswithstmnglyagInee，agr1ee，modemte1IyagIneamodeI1ate4y
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chSagr巴e,ｏ(jSagTee,ａｎｄｓｔｍｎｇかdLsagr剤eeforthesection、Previousstudies

onattitudesandbeliefshaveutilizedtwodegreesfoｒｅａｃｈｐｏｌｅ（e､g

stmngZyagree,agr1ee,ｖｓ・Cnsagmee,stmnglyChSagmee);thepresentstudy

employedthreescalesforeachinordertomorecloselyexplorethedegree

ofperception・TheCronbachalphawas、84,thustherewasinternal

consistencｙｉｎｔｈｅｑｕｅｓｔｌｏｎｎａｉｒｅｉｔｅｍｓ・

Thefollow-upinterviewsessionsｗｅｒｅconductedonavoluntary

basiswithatotalof22Englisheducators：１７fromfiveseniorhigh

schoolsandfivefromanationaluniversity，allofwhomwereteaching

Englishatthetimeofdatacollection・Ｔｗｏｓｅｎｉｏｒｈｉｇｈｓｃｈｏｏｌｓｏｕｔｏｆｆｉｖｅ

ａrelocatedintheareawherethemilitarybasesarepositionedandthe

universityisrelativelycloseｔｏｏｎｅｏｆｔｈｅｍａｊｏｒｂａｓｅｓ・Ａｌlparticipants

exceptthreeseniorhighschoolJTEswerefromOkinawa・Nojuniorhigh

schoolJTEsvolunteeredfortheinterviews・

Theinitialdatacollectionwasconductedwhilethesecondarylevel

JTＥswereattendingthesummerintensiveseminarsin2006・Ｔｈｅｙｗｅｒｅ

ｔｈｅｎａｓｋｅｄｔｏｇｉｖｅａｃｏｐｙｏｆｔｈｅｑuestionnairetotheirfellowJTEs・

Later，theseminarorganizerscollectedaｎｄｍａｉｌｅｄｔｈｅｍｔｏｍｅ・Forthe

tertiarylevel，Ifirstcontactedfacultymembersfromfouruniversities

(Le.,onenationaluniversityandthreeprivateuniversities）viae-mailto

askfortheirparticipationandthensentthequestionnaireandaself-

addressedstampedenvelopetothosewhoagreedtoparticipateinthe

study・Factoranalysisandcomparisonofpercentageswereutilizedto

analyzeresponsestoquestionnairestatements・

Then，thevolunteerswereaskedforfollow-upinterviews、Individual

interviewsessionswerｅｓｅｔｕｐａｔｔｈｅｍｏｓｔｃｏｎｖｅｎｉｅｎｔｐｌａｃｅandtimeto

suitparticipants′schedules：ｉｎｔｈｅｃａｓｅｏｆｓｅｎｉｏｒｈｉｇｈｓｃｈｏｏｌＪＴＥｓ，I

visitedtheirschoolstointerviewthemindividuallyandlhadan

interviewsessionwitheachuniversityparticipantinmyoffice・Ｔｈｅ
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sessions，allofwhichweretape-recordedandtranscrlbed，werem

Japaneseandlasted30minuteｓｔｏｏｌｌｅｈｏｕｒ．

５．Results

Firstofall1theextentofparticipants′concernaboutthebaseissue

wasexaｍｉｎｅｄｗｉｔｈＩｔｅｍｌ１１１Ｉａｍｃｏｎｃｅｒnedabouttheissueofbasesln

Okinawaasaninhabitantofaprefecture､iiTheydemonstratedahigh

degreeofconcern8over90％ofparticlpantswereconcernedaboutthe

issue(SeeAppendixAformeanandstandarddeviation,andAppendixB

forpercentageandtheactualnumberofrespondents)．

4５

再ＦＴ同宝云ＴＴＵ

塒騨騨4０

３５

3０

2５

2０

1５

1０

日

－－－１Ｌｉ１１－ｉｌＩ－:｜Ｕ」
ModcmIelyModcmtelyAgrecStronglyDisagrccdisagrccagrccagrcc

Strongly

disag超e

、

4.8ＺＬ９４Ｌ９２９．５％0.5 1.4

FYigu1巴LResponsestolteml：Iamconcernedabouttheissueof

basｅｓｉｎＯｋｉｎａｗａａｓａｎｉｎｈａｂｉｔａｎｔｏｆａｐｒefecture．

ＡｓｆｏｒＩｔｅｍ２，ｎＴｈｅｐｒｅｓｅｎｃｅｏｆＵ.S・mllitarybasesisadvantageous

forEnglisheducationinOkmawa,'’53.3％ofparticipantsappearedto

approvｅｏｆｉｔ１ｙｅｔｔｈｅｉｒａｐｐｒｏｖａｌｒａｔｅｗａsrestrained8i.e、４０％moderate

agreementwasthemostfrequentresponse(SeeFigure2)．
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F】gu１℃２．ResponsestoItem2:ＴｈｅｐｒｅｓｅｎｃｅｏｆＵ.S・mUitarybases

isanadvantageforEnglisheducationillOkinawa．

Tllefollowmgcommentsmdicatetheirpositlveattitudestoaccesslng

ｔｈｅＵ.S、militarybasesforpedagogicalbenefitsinEnghsheducation．

JTE5（SHS)4：Ｐｅ１石０J]anly;ＩｔｈｉｎｋｉｔｊＳＯＫＷｅｄｂｎｏｔ/iavetogDtD

AnIezTca、A1ZthoughthebasejSsuejSpoliticaUytouchJ′）ＯｕｒｓｔｕｄＵｍｓ

ｃａｎｂｅｅＫｐｏｓｅｄｔｏＥｎgijShmtheiz･nelghbaThooQlifwecanhave

exchangaswTthhjg二ｈｓChoo/ｓｍｄｅｎＺｓｏｎ功ebases・s

JTE9（SHS)：WTthoutmej]tionmganyhjStoncaﾉbackgmundlIthink

itjSagDodjdea・Ｆｂｒｅﾉmmple,』可emoveね]ｃｅＳｓｏｔｈａｔｗｅｃａｎｇＳｔｉｌＩｔｏ

ｔｈｅｂａsesmo１℃freebZがｗｅｃａｎｓｈＯｐｏｎｔｈｅｂａｓｅＳｊｔｓｈｏｕ１ａｇｊｖｅｕｓ

ｍａ℃chaj]ｃｅｓｔｏＵＳｅＥｎｇｈ臼h、

JTElO（SHS):Ａﾉthoug1zthebasejssueおpolitica4ithasnothmgto

dDIｲziithEngijmeducaZmn・ＳｂｊｔｊＳＯＫｔｏｕｓｅｔｈｅｍ・Ｗｅｓｈｏｕｌｄ深t

somebenerTtjTombasesintelTmsofQppoz-tLmjtiestouseEngijSh・

JTE12(SHS):Lfwecal2LJsethem,whJ'not？IwasmotivZHtedth｣℃ｕｇｈ

ｈｏｍｅ－ｓＺａｙｏｎｔｈｅｂａｓｅａｎｄＩｋｌ]ｏｗｓｏｍｅｓｍｄｅｎ的９DtmotivzYted

thj℃ｕｇｈｅ“hang巴ｓｗｊ功ｈｊ召力ｓｃｈｏｏｌｓｔｕｄｍｄｓｏｎｔｈｅｂａｓａＩｔｊｓ
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pohticanlyacomplicatedmatteI；butpel9sona〃Ithinkweshould

active1lyusethem

JTE19（Ｕ):Istmng1lysUpportthejdeaofｕｓｉｎｇａ〃thmgwecazMQr

EngijShedumtion・Ｗｅｄｏｎｏｔｈａｖｅｔｏｂｅｓｏｆａｓｔｉｄｉｏｕｓａｂｏｕｔｔｈｅ

ｂａｓｅｓＬＩｔｄｅｐｅｎｃＺｓｏｎｏｕｒattitude・ＷｈａｔＬｓｔｈｅｐｕ印oseofusing

bases？ＩｔｊＳｐｒ℃b/ematicifwesiInp1lyadmiI1etheircuﾉtuz℃andact

hkeAmelTcanswrjthoutg℃tｔｉＩｚｇｔｏｋｎｏｗｔｈｅｍｗＢ１ＬＵｍｊzingbasesfbr

pedagDgicalpuI】ｐｏｓｅｓｄ０ｅｓｎｏｔｍｅａｎｔｈａｔｗｅｈａｖｅｔｏｂｅｉｎねvorof

themnitaIybases．

Amongthosewhoshowedapositivereactiontotheidea，thephrase′at

apersonallevel′isfrequentlymentionedintheirutterances・Ｔｈａｔｉｓ,ｔｈｅｙ

ａｒｅｒｅａｄｙｔｏａｃｃｅｐｔｔｈｅｉｄｅａａｓｌongasithappensatapersonallevel，

implyingthatitisofficiallyunacceptable．

JTE4(SHS):SinceourhighschooljSprefbctu、ムｗｅｓｈｏ血、othave

anycontactwiththebases7Y]ｅｂａｓｅｊＳｓｕｅｌｓｖｅｚｙｔｏｕｃｈｙａｎｄｓｏｍｅ

ｐar1enおｍａｙ化e／uncomrbrtah/eaboutusbeinginvo/ｖｅｄｗｉｔｈｔｈｅ

ｍｎｉｔａＩｙｂａｓｅｓＩｔｍａｙｂｅＯＫａｔａｐｅｌ９ｓｏｎａ〃eveL

JTE5（SHS):PeI1sonanIyIagl可eewiththeidea、OurstudenZsdOnot

havetogoabznoaｄｔｏｓｔｕｃ】ｌｙＥｎｇｈＳｈａｎｄｄｂｈｏｍｅ弓stay5TYZeIneaI1e

somepolitica1jSsueSthough・

JTE20(U):Atapezlsonal/eve｣litjSOKtousethebaseMbrEnghSh

education，ｂｕｔｎｏｔａｔｔｈｅｐｕＭｃ／ｅｖｅＬＳｂｗｆ１ｅｎＩｔｏｏｋｍｙｓｔＵｄｅｎＺｓｔｏ

thebase,ｊｔｗａｓｍｙｉｄｅａ・Ｉｔｈａｄｎｏｔｈｉｎｇｔｏｄｂｗｆｔｈｔｈｅｕｎｉｖｅrlsity6

JTE20（Ｕ）tookhisstudents

objectives，whichistodeepen

Okinawa・Emphasizingthatit

tothebasetofulfillone

theirundeｒｓｔａｎｄｉｎｇｏｆｔｈｅ

ｗａｓｈｉｓｏｗｎｉｄｅａwithout

ofhiscourse

baseissuein

hisuniversity
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beinginvolved，hebelievedthatseeingwhattheinsideofamilitarybase

lookedlikeshouldhelpstudentstoreflectonthepoliticallyandsocially

complexbaseissue・

Ｏｎｔｈｅｏｔｈｅｒｈａｎｄ，ａｔｏｔａｌｏｆ４６､6％oftheparticipantsdidnot

perceivethemilitarybasesaspedagogicalresources・Theyclaimedthat

theexistenceofU.Ｓ・ｂａｓｅｓｗａｓｎｏｔｍｅａｎｔｔｏｇｉｖｅｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｓandlocalsthe

opportunitytouseEnglish．

JTE6（SHS)：ＩｔｊＳａ妃aⅡtythatthemiljtalybasese〉ｎＳｔｉｎｏｕｒ

ｃｏｍｍｕｎｊＺｉｙ８ＢｕｔｉｔｄｏｅｓｎｏｔｍｅａｎｉｔｊｓＯＫｔｏａｐｐｒ℃ａｃｈａｎｄｕｓｅｔｈｅｍ・

Ｗｅｋｎｏｗｔｈａｔｔｈｅｍ必talybasesbmngc1iffler1entkindsofdang巴ＩＢｔｏ

ｏｕｒｃｏｍｍｕｎｉｔｙ；ｓｏＩｗｏｎｄｅｒｒｊｔｊＳｗｏｒｔｈｕｔｎｉｚｉｎｇｔｈｅbasesfiQr

pedZlgDgimIpun〕osesdBSpitethosedang巳zlsb

Twoparticipantsclearlyexpressedtheiranti-militarypositionasshownin

thefollowingcomments：

JTE3（SHS):SinceIamanti-USLmnita〃ｂａｓｅＳＩｃａｎｎｏｔｕｓｅｔｈｅｍ

ｅｖＢｎｉｆｔｈｅＬｙｄｂｐｍⅥdcpedagDgicaIbenehits／brEngh臼hteachingand

leammgIfieeノuncomhQrtab/ｅｗｉｔｈｔｈｅｊｄｅａ・

JTE22（Ｕ):IcanneveraccepttheUSLmnjtazybaｓｅＳｓｏＩｗｚｉｌ/not

aPpmachthem．

Ｆｉｇｕｒｅ３ｓｈｏｗｓｔｈｅｒｅｓｕｌｔｓｏｆｌｔｅｍ３ｗhichaskedwhetherOkinawa

prefectureshouldapproachtheU・Smilitarybasestocollaborateon

Englisheducation・Thereｗａｓ63.8％disapprovaland36､2％approvaLThe

mostfrequentresponsewasstrongdisagreement（25.7%).Thisresultis

predictable：anyofficialinvolvementinthemilitarybasesevenfor

pedagogicalpurposeswouldbeinterpretedastheauthoritiescondoning
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thepresenceofU.S，militarybases．
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F1lgLJre3・ResponsestoItem3：Oklnawaprefectureshouldapproach

themilitarybasestocollaborateonEnglisheducation.

Item4dealtwiththepossibilityofemploymgAmericansfromU・S

militarybasesasassistantlanguageteachers(hereafter,ALTs)．
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ｌｔｓｈｏｕｌｃｌｂｅｐｏｉｎｔｅｄｏｕｔｔｈａｔｄｕｅｔｏtheTreatyofMutualCooperatlon
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andSecuritybetweenJapanandAmericawherebymilltarypersonnel

cannotworkforanypayment,ｔｈｉｓcaseishypotheticaLTheAUI1s′typical

dutiesareteam-teaching(ie.,assistingwithclassestaughtbyJapanese

teachers)，assistinginthepreparatlonofteachingmaterials，and

participatingmextra-curricularactivitieswithstudents・Ｏｖｅｒ６０％of

participantsdidnotapproveoftheproposalaspresentedinFigure4、The

reasonmentionedinthemterviewsessionswasthatAmericansonbase

werenottralnedaslanguageteachers・Anothercommentwasthat

studentsshouldnotbeexposedtoservicemensincetheirpresenceinthe

schoolsettingwaseclucationallyinappropriate・

Ｉｔｅｍｓ５ａｎｄ６ａｓｋｅｄｗｈｅｔｈｅｒｔｈｅＪＴＢｓwouldsupportinvitmg

Americans，ａｎｄelementaryandsecondarylevelstudentsfrombasesto

theirschools，ｉｎｏｒｄｅｒｔｏｇｉｖｅｔｈｅｉｒｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｓｔｈｅｏpportumtytointeract

withtheminEnglish・Theresponsesindicatedifferentattitudes

dependingonwhotheywouldinvitetolocalschoolsandtherewasa

significantdifferencebetweentheirresponses（ﾙ｢二３．２０，８，＝Ｌ４３ｆｏｒ

ｌｔｅｍ５ａｎｄＭ＝３．９９，８，＝Ｌ３７ｆｏｒｌｔｅｍ６)，ｔ(216)＝‐11.49,ｐ<､05.
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F増ｕｊ℃dResponsestoltem6：Iwouldliketoinviteelementaryand

secondaryschoolstudentstomyschool．

Theirdifferentattitudeswereshowninthedistrlbutionpatternof

responsesasshownmFigures5and6：ｉｎｔｈｅｃａｓｅｏｆｔｈｅＡｍｅｒｉｃａｎｓｏｎ

ｂａｓｅ,therewasmoredisagreementthanagreement(53.7％ａｎｄ46.2%),yet

moderateagreement（24.8%）wasthemostfrequentresponse，whereas

obviousapprovalisshownlnresponsestoltem6，ｔｈａｔｉｓ，68.6％ofthe

JTEssupportedtheproposaltoinviteelementaryandsecondarylevel

studentstotheirschools・

ＴｈｅＪＴＥｓａｐｐｅａｒｅｄｔｏｂｅｒｅｌｕｃｔａｎｔｔｏinviteAmericanservicemen

andpersonnel，reflectingtheirbeliefthatthepresenceofAmericans

connectedwiththemnitarylsunacceptableandmappropriateboth

pedagogicallyandsoclally・clearly，notallnativespeakersarewelcomeat

schools・Intheinterviewsガｉｔｗａｓｍｅｎｔｉｏｎｅｄｔｈａｔｔｈｅｉｄｅａｉｓａｃｃeptableas

longastheAmerlcansarevolunteers，arekeentohelpstudents，arenot

militaryservicemenandthereisnoattempttopromotemilitarybases,

Disapprovalwasalsovoiced：ＪＴＥｓｈａｄｎｏｗａｙｏｆｆｉｎｄｉｎｇｏｕｔａｂｏｕｔｔheir

personalhistoryandbackgroundpriortoinvitingthem、Thelrconcerns

indicatethattheyarecautioussincetherehavebeenmanyincidents

relatedtotheU.S・militarybasesinOkinawaOntheotherhand1they
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werepreparedtoacceptstudentsfromthebasesinteractingwiththeir

studentsatschool，asituationwhichmightmakeiteasiertoavoid

dealingdirectlywiththemilitaryissue・Inaddition，theirstudentsshould

enjoysharinginformationandinterestswiththeircontemporaries・

Asforexchangewithelementaryandsecondaryschoolstudents，

ｏｎｅｏｆｔｈｅｓｅｎｉｏｒｈｉｇｈｓｃｈｏｏｌｓｈａｓａｐrojecttoexchangestudents:oncea

yeartheytakeabout30studenｔｓｆｒｏｍｔｈｅｆｉｒｓｔａｎｄｓｅｃｏｎｄｙｅａｒｓｔｏthe

highschoolonthebase・Participantsattendclassesandhavelunchat

thecafeteriawithAmericanhighschoolstudents・Studentsfromthebase

alsovisittheirschoolonceayear、ＡｃｃｏｒｄｉｎｇｔｏｔｈｅＪＴＥｓｆｒｏｍｔｈｉｓｈｉｇｈ

school,theexchangeprojectstartedthroughapersonalconnectionofthe

ALT、Furthermore，theystatedthatwhethertheexchangeprograms

couldtakeplaceornotwoulddependontheschoolauthority・Theevent

stillcontinuesattheirseniorhighschoolsincetheprincipalsupportsthe

projectasanEnglishteacher・

AlthoughJTEsfromotherhighschoolsshowedinterestinthe

exchangeprogram，ｔｈｅｙwerereluctantforvariousreasons，ｓｕｃｈａｓ：itis

notsociallyacceptableforpublicschoolstocontactthebasesevenfor

academicpurposes，studentsstudyingEnglishforcollegeentranceexams

hadnointerestininteractingwithstudentsfromschoolsonthebase，

ａｎｄＪＴＥｓｗｅｒｅｔｏｏｂｕｓｙｔｏｇｏｔｈｒｏｕｇｈｃomplicatedofficialproceduresto

gettheproposalapproved・

TherewasoneJTEwhoarticulatedherdilemmaoverheranti-

militarystanceandstudents′requestforanexchangeprogram：

JTE3（SHS)：ＩａｍａｇａｉｎｓｔｂａｓｅｓｓｏＩｃａｎｎｏｔｕｓｅｔｈｅｍｅｖｅｎ／br

pe血gDgiCaIpuZposesbIhavenomtentioｎｏｆｉｍｐＩＤｖｍｇｍｙＥｎｇｈＳｈｈｙ

ｕｔｎｊｚｉｎｇmnjta〃basesas1qesoulncas・Hbwevel；ｗｈｅｎｍｙｓｔｕｄｅｎｔＳａｓｋ

ｍｅｔｏｔａｋｅｔｈｅｍｔｏｔｈｅｂａｓｅ，ＩａｍｎｏｔｓｍｑｅｉｆＩｓｈｏｕ/ｄｓａｙｎｏｔｏ
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t/]ｅｍｍｓｔｂｅｃａｕｓｅｏｆｍＪ'ｐｏｓｉｔｉｏｎｏｎｔ/]epoliticaljSsue．

Ｓｈｅｃｏｍｍｅｎｔｅｄｔｈａｔｅｖｅｎｉｆｈｅｒｓｔｕｄｅntsrequestedhertoplanany

exchangeeventswithelementaryandsecondaryschoolsonbases,shewas

veryreluctanttotakeactioｎａｎｄｗｏｕｌｄｕｓｅａｎｙｅｘｃｕｓｅｎｏｔｔｏｂｅｉｎvolved

inthematter、

Item7askedtheparticipantswhethertheywouldliketotake

studentstoaU.Ｓ･ｂasetoprovldethemwithanopportunitytoexperlence

1IAmerica､ＭＴｈｅｂａｓｅｓｐｒｏｖｉｄｅａｎ↑'AmericanstyleI1envlronment：thereare

movietheaters，roodcourtaashoppingarea，ａbank，apostoffice，

restaurants1andotherrecreationalfacilitiealtispossibleforthe

residentsonbasestohaveanAmericanlife-styleeveninOkinawa・This

atmospherecangivethelocalsａｆｌａｖｏｒｏｆ’'AmericaⅡwhiletheyareon

thebase．
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FYgu1℃７.Responsestoltem7：Ｉｗｏｕｌｄｌｌｋｅｔｏｔａｋｅｍｙｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｓｔｏ

ｔｈｅｂａｓｅａｎｄｌｅｔｔｈｅｍｈａｖｅｓｏｍｅｅｘｐｅｒｉｅnceofAmerica．

Figure7revealsthat30､5％showedconslderableagreement1whichisthe

mostfrequentresponse，andthatthepercentagesoZparticipantsasa

wholeappeartobeequallydivided・ＴｈｅＪＴＥｓｗｈｏｈａｄｅｘｐｅｒｉｅｎｃｅｄ
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takingｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｓｔｏｓｃｈｏｏｌｓｏｎｂａｓｅｍｅｎｔｉｏｎedduringtheinterviewthat

studentswantedtovisitschoolsnottosatisfytheireducationalmotives，

buttosatisfytheirpersonalcuriosity：ｔｈｅｙｓｉｍｐｌｙｗｏｕｌｄｌｉｋｅｔｏｓｅｅｗｈａｔ

ｔｈｅｂａｓｅｌｏｏｋｓｌｉｋｅａｎｄｅｖｅｎｗｈｅｎｔｈｅｙｗｅｒｅｏｎｔｈｅｂａｓｅ，theywerenot

necessarilyeagertointeractwithnativeEnglishspeakersthere．

６．Discussmn
●

ThepresentstudyhasfoundthatwhileJTEsfromsecondaryand

tertiarylevelsshowedmoderateapprovalofｔｈｅｐｒｅｓｅｎｃｅｏｆＵ・Smilitary

basesaseducationalresources，theywerereluctanttoadmitthe

possibilityoftherebeinganyofficialbasisforpedagogicaluseofbases・

ThefindingswillbeinteｒｐｒｅｔｅｄｉｎｔｅｒｍｓｏｆＪＴＥｓ′ethnicandprofessional

identities,suggestingthattheircontradictoryattitudesreflectaconflictin

theirmindsaseducators，publicfigures，andlocalsinOkinawansociety．

６．１．IdentityConflict

Nortonprovidedthedefinitionofidentityas1ihowpeople

understandtheirrelationshiptotheworld，howthatrelationshipis

constructedacrosstimeandspace，andhowpeopleunderstandtheir

possibilitiesforthefuture,ｎｃｌａｉｍｉｎｇｔｈａｔｉｔｒｅｌａｔｅｓｔｏｔｈｅｄesiretobe

recogmzed,affihated,ａｎｄｔｏｂｅｓｅｃｕｒｅａｎｄｓａｆｅ（1997,ｐ､410)Leestated

thatidentityisnotonlytheindividualconceptionoftheself,butalsothe

individual'sinterpretationOfthesocialdefinitionoftheself，bothwithin

hisorherinnergroupaswellasthelargersociety(2003,ｐ､138).Thatis，

individualidentityismulti-facetedandimpermanentsincehumanbeings

identifythemselvesbybeingaffiliatedtodifferentgroupsandtheir

identitleschangedependingonwhichsocialcommunitytheyparticipate

in・Ｈａｒａ（1995),forinstance,suggestedthatitspolysemousfeaturescould
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berecognizedasselfidentity，socialidentity，existentialidentity，and

biologicalidentity、Furthermore，socialidentityisrealizedasnational

identity，languageidentity，ethnicidentity，culturalidentity，and

professionalidentitywhenonepositionsoneselfinaparticulargroup･

Ｇiventheaboveinterpretationofidentity，theJTEparticipantsin

thepresentstudypresumablyhadmultipleidentities，whichwouldhave

influencedtheirtangledviewsしnthebaseissue・Historically，Okmawa

hasbeenthroughtremendouschallengessuchasinvasionandintegration

tomainlandJapan，theBattleofOkinawa，ａｎｄｔｈｅＵＳ・occupation，
’

whichshouldhaveshapedOkinawanscomplexandlnultisocio-cultural

identity､Intermsofethnicidentity,Ｌｉｍ（2008)showedthatlocalpeople

inOkinawahaddualethnicidentities：JapaneseandOkinawan・A

majorityoftheparticipantsinhissurveyidentifiedthemselvesas

Okinawan，ｙｅｔｔｏｓｏｍｅｅｘｔｅｎｔａｓＪａｐａｎｅｓｅｔｏｏ，andsomeidentified

themselvesasbeingbothOklnawanandJapanesetoanequaldegree・

ＭｏｓｔoftheparticipantsinthepresentstudywerefromOkinawaso

presumablytheyidentifythemselvesasbeingOkinawanaswellas

Japanese，althoughindividualsmighthavedifferentdegreesofthetwo

ethnicidentities･ＷｈｅｎｔｈｅｙｄｅａｌｗｉｔｈｔｈｅＵ・SInilitarybasesasasocio-

politicalissue1theirOkinawanidentityemerges・Whilerespondingtothe

questionnaire，theirpoliticalattitudetothebaｓｅｉssuemighthave

reinforcedtheJTEs′ethnicidentityasmembersofOkinawansociety・

UnlikeotherEFLlearnmgsituationswherefewopportunitiesto

useEnglishoutsidetheclassroomareavailable，ａlargenumberof

AmericanslivinginthecommunitymakesOkinawaauniqueEFL

context，ｃｏｍｐａｒｅｄｔｏｔｈｅｒｅｓｔｏｆＪａｐａｎ、Consideringthispedagogically

uniquesituation，ＪＴＥｓｍａｙｃｈａｎｇｅｔｈｅｉｒｖｉｅｗｏｎｔｈｅｂａｓeissuefrom

socialburdentopedagogicalpotentiaLWhentheypositionedthemselves

intheschoolsetting，theirprofessionalidentityasanEFLteacher
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suppressedtheirethnicidentityasanOkinawan、Believingthatitistheir

responsibilitytoimprovetheirstudents′Englishskills，ＪＴＥｓ′perceptionof

U・Smilitarybasesappearedtocompromisetheissue、

However，ｔｈｅｙｗｅｒｅｎｏｔｅｎｔｉｒｅｌｙｉｎｆａｖｏｒｏｆａｃceptingthemilitary

basesforeducationalpurposes、Asshownintheresultssection，their

positiveperceptionwasmoderate・Theirratherindecisiveattitudemay

reflectconflictwithanothersideoftheirprofessionalidentity，namelyas

apublicfigure，ateacherinthesociety・Thedualfacetsoftheir

professionalidentitymakeitinevitablethattheywouldseparatethebase

issueasapoliticalconcernfrompedagogicalissuesasverbalizedinthe

followingexcerpt：

JTE1（SHS)：Weintentionan【ysepa伽eEngZj臼heducationandtheUS

miZitazybaSejSsue．

Theresultsindicatethatteachingisnotneutral，butpoliticaUyand

sociallybiased，reflectingteachers′beliefsrootedintheircomplex

identities・Thepresentstudysuggeststhattheidentityoflanguage

teachersisreflectedintheirpedagogicalchoices・Inconstructingtheir

complexsocialidentity，JTEstakeintoaccounttheirsocialsituationand

politicsmordertocomfortablyandsafelyaffiliatetotheirsocietyas

Okinawansandpublicfigures，whileinternallytheyarereadytoaccept

theUS・basesaspedagogicalresourcesinviewoftheirprofessional

responsibilityforimprovingtheirstudents′Englishabilities・Theconflict

betweenmultipleidentitiesinterfereswithimplementationoftheir

ambitiontoutilizetheuniqueEFLcontextinOkinawa．

６．２．PhysicalandPsychologicalDistance

Thestudyhasalsorevealedthatphysicalandpsychological
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distanceexistsbetweentheU.Ｓ，basesandthelocalcommunity：ｔｈａｔｉｓ，

thevisibleavailabilityofnativeEnglishspeakersdoesnotimply

psychologicalopennesstothem・Duringtheinterviewsessions,amajority

frequentlymentionedthatthepresenceofmilitarybasesgivesno

practicalreasonsforlocalstouseEnglishalthoughAmericansfromthe

basesarepresentｉｎｔｈｅｃｏｍｍｕｎｉｔｙ，asarticulatedinthefollowing

excerpts：

JTE1（SHS)：meIWSafiancebetweenthemandusJＹ１ｅｂａｓｅｓａ妃

totahaiffiaI'ｅｎｔｆｍｍｗｈｅＩｑｅｗｅｈｖａ

ＪＴＥ２(SHS):A1thougf]ｗｅ仇ｅｃ/osetothebaseSjtdoesnotmeanwe

havecontactMththem・ＷｅａｐｐｅａｒｔｏｂｅｐｈＪ′Hica〃ｃ/ｏｓｅｔｏｂａｓｅｓ

ｂｕｔｗｅｈａｖｅａｐａｙｃｈｏ/OgIcalcljStanceDnomthem・

JTE11（SHS)：CbnsidelTingthe妃alitJ'ofOkmawansocie航ＩｄＯｎｏｔ

ｔｈｍｋｗｅｈａｖｅｍｏｒｌｅｎｅｅｄｔｏＳｐｅａｋＥｎｇｌｊＢｈｉｎＯｋｉｎａｗａｔｈａｎｉｎ

ｍａｍｌａｎdJaPan・

JTE18（U):Actua〃thebaseshaveneithergoocMorbadi､肋ence

onEnghSheducatmninOkinawa・AIthoug/］peOpﾉefmnmainland

JapanofZensaythaｔｍａｎｙｈ矧ejgnerlsandUSmilitazybasesshoujd

gYvepeOpleinOkinawachancestｏｂｅｅＸｐｏｓｅｄｔｏ化a/'EngiiSh，ｔｈｅ

Ｉｏｃａｊｓｄ０ｎｏｔｔｈｍｋｓｏ．

Ｔｈｅｒｅａｌｉｔｙｉｓｔｈａｔｔｈｅｒｅｉｓｎｏｐｈｙｓｉcalcontactsinceafencearoundthe

baseisolatesthepeopleonbasefromOkinawansocietyandmakesthem

exclusive・Thepresentstudycontradictsthebeliefheldbypeoplein

mainlandJapan・Then，thephysicaldistanceshouldhaveenhanced

psychologicaldistance：localsmayhavelittleconcernabouttheiralien

neighbors・

Finally，unliketheformerBritishcolonieswherelocalizedor
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institutionalizedvarietiesofEnglishhavebeenestablished，Englishdid

notpenetrateintoOkinawansocietyunderthe27-yearU・S

administration・Asstatedearlier，itwasnotsuccessfullypromotedin

ＯｋｉｎａｗａdespitetheeffortsmadebytheU.Ｓ･governmentduringits

administration：Ｅｎｇｌｉｓｈｄｉｄｎｏｔｈａｖｅａｃｈａｎｃｅｔｏｆｕｎｃｔｉｏｎａｓａｓecond

languageorofficiallanguagｅｉｎＯｋｉｎａｗａ・Atpresentthereislittle

extracurricularcontactbetweenlocalsandAmericansｏｎｂａｓｅｉｎＯｋｉｎａｗａ

ｄｕｅｔｏｔｈｅｐｈｙｓｉｃａlandpsychologicaldistance・Intermsofsecond

languageleaming，ｉｔｉｓｃｌａｉｍｅｄｔｈａｔｄｉｒｅｃｔａｎｄｉｎｄirectcontactbetween

inter-ethnicmembersdeterminesmotivationtolearnandusetheother

community'ｓlanguage（Ol6ment，Gardner,andSmythe，1977；Cl6ment，

D6rnyei，andNoels，1994)．Followingthispsychologicalframework,the

limitedamountofverbalinteractionbetweenAmericansandlocals

provideslittleornouniqueEFLcontextanddoesnotbringmuch,ｉｆany，

educationalbenefittothecommunity､６

７．Conclusion

AlongwithEnglishbeingrecogmzedasaninternationallanguage，

theJapaneseMinistryofEducation，Culture，Sports，Science，ａｎｄ

Technology（ＭＥXT）hassetaneducationalgoaltoencourageJapanese

withEnglishability(ＭＥXT,2003).Assumingthat,theoretically,themore

contactlearnershavewithnativeEnglishspeakers，themoretheir

Englishcommunicationskillswillbeenhanced，Okinawawouldbean

idealEnglishlearningcontextinwhichalargenumberofAmericansare

presentinthecommunityandlocalshavethechanceｔｏｐracticeEnglish

withthemOnthecontrary，consideringthecontext-sensitiveaspectof

foreignlanguagelearning，ｔｈｅｓｔｕｄｙｈａｓｆｏｕｎｄｔｈａｔｔｈｅｒｅａｒｅｆｅw

chancesofU・Sbasesbeingapproachedforwhateverpedagogicalbenefits
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thereｍａｙｂｅ・ＴｈｅＪＴＥｓａｐｐｅａｒｅｄｔｏｂｅｌｉｅｖｅｔｈａｔＥｎglisheducation

shouldbeindependentofasocio-politicallysensitiveissue・Their

perspectiveis，however，notstraightforward，ｂｕｔcomplex，exhibitingtheir

multipleidentities-asalanguageteacher，apublicfigure，andan

Okinawan・Theirdifferentidentitiesareinterwovenandmayshiftand

adaptdependingonwhichgrouptheyrelatethemselvesｔｏ・Their

perceptionofmilitarybasesisunstableandswingsbackandforth

betweensocio-politicallysensitivemattersandpedagogicalconcerns、

Psychologicaldistancefromthebasｅｓａｓｗｅllasphysicaldistance

providesnopedagogicaladvantagetolocalsintermsofEFLlearningand

teaching

Aｓｆｏｒｔｈｅｌａｓｔｒｅｍａｒｋ，Ｉｗｏｕｌｄｌｉｋｅｔｏｅｍｐｈａｓｉｚｅｔｈａｔｔｈｅｐｒesent

researchisnotintendedtojustifytheU､Smilitarybasesashaving

educatioｎａｌｖａｌｕｅｎｏｒｉｓｉｔｉｎｔｅｎｄｅｄｔｏｐｒｏｍｏtethepedagogicaluseof

militarybasesinOkinawa・Thepresentstudyis，ineffect，primaryand

descriptiveresearch，ａｎｄｉｔｓｕｌｔｉｍａｔｅｇｏａｌｉｓｔｏｅｘｐｌｏｒｅｔｈｅｐerceptionof

militarybasesheldbylocalpeopleinateachingcontext（Le.,Japanese

teachersofEnglish)，followingaframeworkinwhichsocio-political

circumstancesaffectforeignlanguagelearninginthesocietyincluding

languageideologies，motivation，andtheeducationalbeliefsofboth

learnersandinstructors．

Ｎｏｔｅｓ

１．ThestudywasfundedbytheMinistryofEducation，Culture，

Sports，Science，andTechnologybetween2006and200８（Exploratory

ResearchNo､18652061)．

２．originally,thenumberofparticipantswas227；however，１７were

excludedastheydidnotrespondsatisfactorilytothequestionnaire．

－６５－



３．Theoriginalsurveyincludedfoursectionsand38questionnaire

itemstoconductalargerscaleresearch、

４．Anumberandtheabbreviationinparenthesesindicatethe

participantlDnumberandaffiliationlevel・TheabbreviationSHSandU

standforseniorhighschoolanduniversityrespectively．

５．TheinterviewsessionswereconductedinJapanese、Theoriginal

excerptsinJapaneseweretranslatedintoEnglishbytheresearcher、

６．Ｔｈｅｆｉｎｄｍｇｓｏｆｔｈｅｐｒｅｓｅｎｔｓｔｕｄｙｍａｙapplyonlytotheofficial

settings，butnotattheprivatelevel・Theremaybeindividualnative

EnglishspeakersrelatedtotｈｅＵ・Sbaseswhoofferprivatelanguage

lessonstolocals．
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AppendixA：MeanandStandardDeviation

ltem Ｍｅａｎ ＳＤ

１ 4.93 0.94

２ 3.33 1.23

３ 2.85 1.51

４ 2.95 1.39

3.20 1.43５

3｡9９６ 1.37

3.23７ 1.48

AppendixB：PercentageandActualNmnbersofRespondents＊

６ltem １ ２ ３ ４ ５

0.5％

(1)
21.9％

(46）

41.9％

(88）

29.59ｌｂ

(62）
1.4％

(3)
4.8％

(10）
１

1.4％

(3)
40.0％

(84）

11.9％

(25）
10.5％

(22）

17.1％

(36）

19.0％

(40）
２

3.8％

(8)
25.7％

(54）

21.4％

(45）

16.7％

(35）
17.6％

(37）

14.8％

(31）
３

兜
、
１

０
必
Ⅲ

20.0％

(42）
20.5％

(43）
23.3％

(49）

16.2％

(34）

20.0％

(42）
４

3.3％

(7)
17.1％

(36）
17.1％

(36）

19.5％

(41）

24.8％

(52）

18.1％

(38）
５

12.9％

(27）
7.6％

(16）

％
、
１

Ｊ
Ⅳ

８
／
～

31.4％

(66）

24.3％

(51）
15.7％

(33）
６

16.7％

(35）

30.5％

(64）

13.8％

(29）

5.7％

(12）
17.6％

(37）

15.7％

(33）
７

１＝stronglydisagree，２＝disagree，３＝moderatelydisagree，

４＝moderatelyagree，５＝ａgree， ６＝stronglyagree

＊Theactualnumberofrespondentsisintheparenthesis．
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論文要旨

IdentityconflictofJapaneseEFLteachers
h thesocio-politicalcontext

柴田 美紀

日本全土の約0.6%にすぎない沖縄県に在日米軍基地の75%が集中している｡

本研究では､米軍基地の教育的利用の可能性について沖縄県の英語教員にアン

ケート調査とインタビューを行った｡アンケート調査に参加したのは､県内の

中学校､高等学校､大学で英語を担当する日本人教員210名､うち22名にイン

タビューをした｡本研究は文部科学省の科学研究費の助成を受けて行われた研

究の一部で､実施したアンケートには13項目あったが､ここではアイデンティ

ティーに関わる7項目の分析結果を考察する｡

アンケート結果は､日本人英語教員が持つ複数のアイデンティティーが基地

の教育的利用の可能性に対し複雑に関与していることを示唆している｡生徒の

英語力上達を目指す英語教員としてその可能性を否定しない一方で､｢教員｣

という公的な役割と沖縄社会を構成する県民として英語教育の目的であっても

米軍基地に公に働きかることや自らが交流を働きかけることに消極的であり､

基地はやはり政治的 ･社会的な問題であり教育とは切り離すべきであるという

態度が明らかになった｡また､英語教員のインタビュー回答から､県内にある

米軍基地と沖縄社会は､フェンスという物理的な隔たりがあるだけでなく､沖

縄県民にはその存在は心理的にも遠く､基地の教育的利用の可能性は公には皆

無に近いと考えられる｡
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