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Ryukyuan Dance Notation (4)
The Notation of Man’s Dance Nubui—kuduchi
Mitsuko KINJO *

(Received 30, April 1992)
Abstract

“Nubui Kuduchi” was first performed almost 250 years ago. As a messenger from the
Ryukyu kingdom, this character describes happenings during the travel and expresses his
feelings on the way to Satsuma with brisk and powerful motion. This paper focuses on the
natation of this dance. First, the movement of the body will be shown by the pictures. And
after the brief discussion of the notation, it will be proposed that the combination of the
picture-figure notation, fugo notation, and the symbols are appropriate to describe the
dance in concern. The balance of this paper will concern the explanation of the dance, the

songs and the way to dance.
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“NUBUI KUDUCHI"

10 OUTLINE OF "NUBUI KUDUCHI"

The song “Nubui Kuduchi” was composed by Yakabi Chooki 250 years ago and the dance,
which is a male dance, was one of the most important dances in the Ryukyuan era. This
dance, whose level is the same as that of “Menuhama,” is usually performe by young men
and it depicts a apirit of liveliness and youthfulness. The dence was very popular when
Ryukyu was once a kingdom ruled under a king, and it tells the story of the travel, from

Ryukyu to Kagoshima, of the king's messengers.
CONTENTS OF “NUBUI KUDUCHI”

Long time ago, when the Chinese used ships and other boats to trade with Ryukyu, this
dance was very popular. “Nubui,” in the dance, means an up travel from Ryukyu to Japan
and it shows the messenger’s feeling of excitement. “Kuduchi,” on the other hand, means
the story of the messenger’s travel from his pre-departure : the setting off at the port, the
many small islands he sees, the breath taking sceneries, and other things on his way to

Kagoshima.

11 LYRICS OF THE SONG

1) tabinujitachi kannundo shintikannun

fushiugadi kuganishakututi tachiwaru

2) sudinifuruchiyu ushiharai ufudomatsubaru

ayumiyuki yukibahachiman suginji

3) miijitakashi uchiwatati sudiyuchiraniti

muruhitunu yukumokairumo nakanuhashi

4) uchinusubamadi uyakuchode chiritiwakayuru

tabigurumu suditu sudituni chiyunamida

5) funinu tumujina tukutukutu funaku isamiti

mafuhikiba kajiyamatumuni nmafichiji

- 208 —



4% : GiERIERA (4)

6) matanmiguriowu guintuti manikuojiya

miigushiku zampamisachin atunimiti

7) iheyatatsunami ushisuiti michinushimajima

miwatashiba shichitutunakan nadayashiku

8) muyuchimuriwa yuogashima sadanumisachin
hainaridi eyi arinimiyuruwa

ukaimun fujinimimagwo sakurajima
12 MEANING OF THE SONG

1) The messenger, before making his trip to Japan, goes first to the Shuri Temple and
prays for safety and good health during the journey. He drinks “sake” from “sakazuki” as

a sign of offering of himself.

2) Early morning at dawn, when the grasses are still wet with dew, he goes to another
temple to pray and he also tries “to get rid of the dew on the sleeves of his kimono.”

From there, he starts his way to the port.

3) On his way to the port, he meets many people passing by, and suddenly he finds himself
standing in the middle of a high bridge.

4) At the port, his parents and the other family members are very reluctant to see him
leave but then he has to go for the mission. So the family cannot help but let their tears
off.

5) When the ship is ready to leave and the sails and reaised, the wind slowly pushes the

ship off the harbor and so the messenger's journey begins.

6) So the goes on and people hope that there must be a chance thet they may see him
again. People wave folding fans to him. When the messenger looks back , he can no longer
see the port but instead he sees “Zampa” promontory, and that reminds him that he is al-

ready a distance away from the port.

7) As the journey goes on, the ship experiences, at “lheya” island’s offshore, the bombard-

ing of the waves caused by conflicting curents. Through the waves he can see many small
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islands and he also passes through peaceful parts of the ocean which reminds him that not

all journeys go through the hard way.

8) After some time of the travel, he sees “Yooga” island's smoke from its mountain. Not
far from the island is “Sata” promontory, where he sees a mountain which looks like Mt.
Fuji, and from that observation the messenger thinks that they are already at “Sakura” is-
land, kagosima. It gives him a sense of relief because he thinks they are near their destina-

tion.

13 CHOREOGRAPHY OF “NUBU! KUDUCHI"

“Njifa”(entrance) - a )hold fans stretching the arms infront of the body, and walk towards
the center(fig.1-6),b)turn-right and take “Mele Standing Form”(Fig.7-9).

(1) Dhold fans at the same level while bending the knees slightly; face right while raising
the fans and stretching the legs(Fig.10-12), slightly bend the knees, face left, and hold the
left fan slightly higher than the right one(Fig.13-15), 2)step to the right, and then to the
left maintaining the same fan-hold(Fig.16-17), lower the fans vertically while crossing the
legs(Fig.18), take “Male Standing Form” while lowering the fans vertically(fig.19-20),
3)bend the knees a little while raising the right fan horizontally; face right while raising
the right leg up together with the right fan, and then lower both(Fig.21-24), 4)small-turn
to the right(Fig.25-28), 5)hold the fans vertically infront of the body slightly bending the
knees(Fig.29), 6)step slightly forward with the left foot, and then raise the fans up, turn
them down and then bring each of them to each side(Fig.30-32), T)on the same foot posi-
tion, kneel down while lowering the fans also(Fig.33-35), 8)on the kneeling position, raise
the fans to the shoulder level and hold them vertically while slightly looking down(Fig.36-
37), 9face left maintaining the kneeling position. Bring the right fan to the horizontal po-
sition while raising the right knee to stand up (Fig.38-43), 10)stand up placing the right
foot before the left, and keep the right fan in the same holding. Do the small-turn to the
right facing the back (Fig.44-48), 11)walk 3 steps starting with the right foot(Fig.49-52),
12)small-turn to the right and take the “Male Standing Form”(Fig.53-58).

((2)) 1)slightly bend the knees(Fig.59), 2)face right, and then hold the fans on the “Inward
Position” at the sides while facing left(Fig.60-65), 3)walk 3 steps starting with the left
foot. Cross the feet raising the fans up and then stand straight(fig.66-71), 4)small-turn to
the right(fig.72-78), 5)lift up the bended right foot while moving the right fan horizontally
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to the shoulder level(Fig.79-81), 6)lift the foot bended left next maintaining the right fan
position, and then loft the right foot again. Changing the position of each fan, repeat the
same actions starting with the left foot this time (Fig.82-90), 7)small-right-turn facing the
back, then walk 3 steps starting with the right foot(Fig.91-96), 8)small-right-turn, then
take the “Male Standing Form"(Fig.97-102).

((3)) Dhold the right fan with the open-fan hold, and then face right (Fig.103-104. 2)raise
the right fan and lift the left foot while facing left(Fig.105-106), 3)slide the right foot
forward(Fig.107-108), 4)walk 3 steps starting with the right root, then stamp with the
foot(Fig.109-112), 5)face left lowering the fans vertically(Fig.113-114), 6)raise the fans up
while raising the left foot to the side. Hold the right fan horizontally and the left one
vertically(Fig.115-118), T)bring the fans to the sides (Fig.119-120), 8)lower the fans at the
sides while stamping with the right foot, then face right. Bring the right fan infront of the
body and the other to the back(Fig.121-123), 9)amall-right-turn facing the back. Maintain
the same fan positions(Fig.124-126), 10)walk 4 steps(Fig.127-130), 11)small-right-turn, and
then bring both fans infront of the body taking the “Male Standing Form™(Fig.131-137).

((4)) 1hold the fans with the open-hold form, then face right. Cross the arms until the
fans touch the shoulders(Fig.138-141), 2)walk 3 steps, then cross the feet. Take the “Male
Standing Form” next(Fig.142-146), 3)face back opening the arms (Fig.147-151), 4)walk 3
steps starting with the right foot. Bring the fans infront at the same time (Fig.152-156),
5)small-turn holding the fans vertically infront(Fig.157-160), 6)slightly lift the right foot
aside moving the fans up and down (Fig.161-164), 7)set both feet together. Raise the right
fan up and move the left fan to the right side. Swing both fans downwards (Fig.165-166),
8)bring the fans to the left side this time, and perform the same movement(Fig.167-172),
9)full small-turn, then take the “Male Standing Form”(Fig.173-181).

((5)) 1)hold the right fan with the open-fan hold, and then bring it to the left side while
crossing the right foot over the left. Bring back the fan to the right side moving back the
right foot together(Fig.182-186), 2)step with the left foot while doing the same movement
with the left fan(Fig.187-190), 3)rib-hold the fans and swing them down while facing
left(Fig.191-192), 4)face front with the same fan hold, and then swing the fans up, then to
the right, and up again(Fig.193-195), 5)hold the fans vertically with the open-fan hold,
then move them up and down, up again, and then front-up(Fig.196-199), 6)small right-turn
facing the back(Fig.200-202), T)walk 4 steps starting with the right foot(Fig.203-206),
8)small right-turn and take the “Male Standing Form”(Fig.207-212).
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({6)) 1)bend the knees(Fig.213), 2)hold the left fan with the rib-hold. Raise it up, and then
lower it vertically infront. Raise the fan again while lifting the right foot(Fig.214-
218),3)lower the fan and the foot, and stand(Fig.219-220), 4)hold both fans with the rib-
hold. Swing them to the right, then up; then to the left, up and down(Fig.221-225), 5)take
the ordinary-hold and the “Male Standing Form”(Fig.226-228), 6)face back(Fig.229-231),
T)walk 2 steps starting with the right foot(Fig.232-233), 8)cross the legs while lowering
the fans(Fig.234), 9)put the left foot infront of the right. Twisting the body towards the
left, raise the fans (Fig.235-237), 10)small-right-turn and take the “Male Standing
Form" (Fig.239-244).

(7 Dhold the fans with the open-fan hold, and invert them(Fig.245-247), 2)face right
while opening the arms(Fig.248), 3) lower the arms infront, then move them to the left
side while facing left(Fig.249-250), 4)bring the arms up, then to the left side again facing
left(Fig.251-255), 5)stand with the same fan-hold (Fig.256), 6)bend the knees and close the
feet(Fig.257-258), T)stand and raise the right fan up. Stretch the right leg to the side and
bend it a little(Fig.261-264), 9)large-turn to the left and then take the “Male Standing
Form" (Fig.265-275).

((8)) Dhold the fans vertically with the rib-hold and stamp with both feet(Fig.276-280),
2)step forward with the right foot a little, and raise the right fan horizontally up and the
left one vertically front(Fig.281-282), 3)lower the right fan, then stamp with the right foot
first and the left next(Fig.283-287), 4)raise the left fan horizontally up and the right one
vertically front(Fig.288-290), 5)hold the fans vertically with the rib-hold infront while fac-
ing right, and bring them down(Fig.291-293), 6)place the fans on the shoulders while facing
left(Fig.294-296), 7)walk 3 steps starting with the right foot(Fig.297-299), 8)raise the fans
horizontally(Fig.300), 9)lower the fans vertically(Fig.301), 10)move the fans up(Fig.302-
304), 11)lower the fans infront and stamp with both feet(Fig.306-308), 12)hold the right
fan with the open-fan hold, and stretch the right leg to the side while inverting the
fan(Fig.309-311), 13)repeat the same action in the other way (Fig.312-315), 14)face
left(Fig.316-317), 15)raise the right fan vertically up while facing right(Fig.318-320),
16)small-right-turn facing back(Fig.321-324), 17)walk 4 steps starting with the right
foot(Fig.325-328), 18)small-right-turn and take the “Male Standing Form"(Fig.329-334).

“Inifa"(exit) - 1)cross the legs and take the “Male Standing Form"(Fig.335-336), 2)face

right, then step back to the left and walk towards the same place of the entrance. Start
with the right foot(Fig.337-345).
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