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The Notation of Woman’s Dance : Shudun

Mitsuko KINJO*

(Received April 28, 1994)

Abstract

This paper is a case study of the Ryukyuan Dance notation applying to a classical
dance, “Shudun,” one of the woman'’s seven dances. The main concern of this dance is
the notion of a wife’s feeling of loneliness and melancoly for the absence of her
husband. As observed in the previous paper, the notation has the following
characteristics to present the dance from various perspectives : 1) the movements of
the body clearly shown by pictures, 2) the notation of the movements and the music,
3) the combination of the picture-figure notation, fugo notation, and the symbols
consist of the notation of “Shudun,” 4) the explanation of the dance, 5) the songs,

and 6) the way to dance.
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Yusuni kataratimi

Usukajitu chiriti

(njifaudui)

Sinudi wugama

—(Nakama bushi)—

(2) Hlf~t 3 % Shissk

74% 4Y z7a Y77V

ﬁPET@ IL #
—hls GELEE)—

Makura narabitaru
Yuminu chirinasayu
Chichiya irisagati
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—Shudun bushi—

LNt PR EY 3 ¥ om y

(3) Ell’Cﬁﬁ/fD AFmELP I N

%4 R¥4 HFa P

phLE HWchsedo
— AT (L & ADITVED—

Wakati umukajinu
Tataba tujimishori
Narishi niui
Sudini uchuchi a munu (irifaudui)

——Shongané bushi—
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8 "SHUDUN"

OUTLINE OF "SHUDUN"

"Shudun,” a masterpiece of woman’s dance, is well known as onc of "TI-
Udui" {(woman’s classical hand dance), which is performed with no properties.
Characteristic hand-techniques are as followed: 1)"Suditui-Aguati” (the left
hand with the sleeve on the chin), 2)"Makuradi”(pillow hand), 3)"Chichimidi"
(looking up the moon with a hand), and 4)"Dachidi” (embrace hand). Besides
those hand-techniques, an eye-technique also contributes an important
portion to the dance: "Sankaku-Mejichi,” expressing the woman's feeling and
passion with no movements but with only her eye-movements.

The theme of "Shudun" is expressing a woman’s burning passion, which she
keeps under control, and the compressed feeling in an art of stillness.
Three songs are performed to represent the theme: 1) "Nakama-bushi,” 2)
"Shudun-bushi,” and 3) "Shongan&-bushi."

LYRICS OF “SHUDUN"
1)Umukutu nu atin
Yusuni katararimi
Usukajitu chiriti
Sinudi wugama (Nakama-bushi) - Njifa-udui

2)Makura narabitaru
Yuminu chirinasayu
Chichiya irisagati
Fuyunu (Kuishi) yafan (Shudun-bushi) - Naka-uduj

I)¥akati umukajinu
Tataba tujimishori
Narishi niui
Sudini uchuchi amunu (Shongang-bushi) - Irifa-udui

9 CHOREOGRAPHY OF "SHUDUN"

"Njifa" (entrance) - 1)hand on each side then slide walk towards the center
(Fig.1-11), 2)stretch the left leg with toes up (Fig.12-14).

((1)) - Dtwist the left foot inward (Fig.15-16), 2)walk 7 diagonal steps
to the left starting with the left foot (Fig.17-23), 3)cross the right
foot over the left then stretch the left leg; close the feet with the
right (Fig.24-28), 4)make a small half turn to the left (Fig.29-34),
5)walk 4 steps starting with the left (Fig.35-38), 6)make a small guarter
turn to the left; place the right foot a little forward over the left then
stretch the left leg to the side with toes up (Fig.39-46), 7)maintaining
the feet position, twist the body to the left then close the feet with the
right (Fig.47-50), 8)twist the body to the right then stretch the right leg
to the right side; twist the head then to the same direction and close the
feet with the left (Fig.51-57), 9)make a small half turn to the left (Fig.
58-62), 10)walk 4 steps starting with the left (Fig.63-66), 11)make a
small quarter turn to the left (Fig.67-71), 12)stretch the left leg to the
side (Fig.72-73).
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((2)) - Dtwist the left foot inward (Fig.74-75), 2)make a small quarter
turn to the left (Fig.76-80), 3)walk 2 steps starting with the left (Fig.
81-85), 4)step the right foot then stretch the left leg to the side (Fig.
86-89).

((3)) - 1)make a small half turn to the left then stand on the female
standing form (Fig.90-96), 2)twist the left foot inward then stand on the
female standing from (Fig.97-101).

((1)) - 1)maintain the standing form (Fig.102-106), 2)maintaining the form
still, move the head little to the right (Fig.107-113), 3)do the previous
sequence again to the left this time (Fig.114-121), 4)twisting the left
foot inward, step forward and close with the right while clapping slightly
at the left side (Fig.122-125), 5)step the left foot a little to the side
while moving the hands up (Fig.126-129), 6)stretch the left leg to the
side while lowering the left hand to the side and maintaining the right at
the head level with palms up (Fig.130-132), 7)maintaining the feet and
right hand position, do the left hand front "konerite" until down to the-
side (Fig.133-141), 8)move the hands to the center in such a way that
palms face each other (Fig.142-145), 9)join the middle and the thumb of
each; raise both hands up on the left side doing the two-hand "konerite";
stretch the right leg to the side and lower the right hand down while the
left moves up to the head level (Fig.146-154), 10)maintaining the feet and
left hand position, do a half right hand "konerite" (Fig.155-156), 11)close
the feet together then do a two hand front "konerite"; stand on the female
standing form while lowering the hands (Fig.157-163).

((2)) - 1)step the right foot backwards; face right then hold the left
sleeve of the kimono with the left hand and move the hand to the chin;
turn the face to the left then close the feet with the right (Fig.164-172),
2)8 slide walk forward starting with the right (Fig.173-182), 3)do the

" left leg thrust (Fig.183-187), 4)make a small half turn to the left while
lowering the left hand to the side (Fig.188-195), 5)walk 2 steps starting
with the left (Fig.196-197), 6)make a small half turn to the right while
moving the hands up then cross the hands at the waist level (Fig.198-206),
7)uncross the hands while moving them to each side (Fig.207-211), 8)walk 5
steps starting with the left (Fig.212-216), 9)cross the left foot over the
right then make a half turn while moving the left hand up to the head
level in the "tsukimite" form (Fig.217-228), 10)maintaining the hand
position, lower down with the right knee almost to the floor then stand up
again (Fig.229-233), 11)move the left hand to the right side then back to
the left side again (Fig.234-237), 12)walk 3 steps forward starting with
the left then do the left leg thrust (Fig.238-244), 13)make a small half
turn to the left while lowering the hand down (Fig.245-250), 14)walk 3
steps starting with the left (Fig.251-253), 15)make a small half turn to
the left while gathering the hands close-fisted at the center; stretch the
left leg to the side then close with the right foot (Fig.254-263),
16)stretch the right leg to the side then close with the left (Fig.264-269),
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17)make a small half turn to the left while lowering the hands to each
side (Fig.270-275), 18)walk 4 steps starting with the left (Fig.276-279),
19)make a small half turn to the left while moving the hands with open
palms to the head level and at the same time stretching the left leg to
the side; close the feet with the right foot (Fig.280-289), 20)stretch the
right leg to the side while moving the hands down once then up to the
right side; close the feet with the left (Fig.290-298), 21)lower the hands
to each side once then do the two hand "konerite”, and stand on the female
standing form while moving the hands down (Fig.299-309).

((3)) - 1)twist the left foot inward (Fig.310-311), 2)walk 5 steps forward
starting with the left then do the left leg thrust (Fig.312-320), 3)make a
quarter turn to the left (Fig.321-325), 4)walk 2 steps starting with the
left (Fig.326-327), 5)make a small quarter turn to the left (Fig.328-332),
6)walk 3 steps starting with the right (Fig.333-335), 7)with the right
foot over the left, move the hands up to the breast level; lower the hands
vhile crossing the left foot over the right and at the same time twisting
the body to the left (Fig.336-344), 8)turn to the right; move the hands to
the front of the body with palms up then lower them to each side (Fig.345-
351).

"Irifa"(exit) - 1)holding each hand at the side, slide walk towards the
exit (Fig.352-360).
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