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Ryukyuan Dance Notation (10)
The Notation of Woman's Dance: YOTSUDAKE
Mitsuko KINJO
(Received October 31, 1994)
Summary

This papaer is a case of the Ryukyuan Dance notation applying to a classical dance, "YOTSUDAKE"
one of the woman's seven dance. "YOTSUDAKE” is a celebratory dance perfomed as an introduction to
dance programs. Carrying flowers, dancers wear bamboo hats and costumes with traditional Okinawan
bingata designs. In each hand they hold two 15 cm strips of bamboo collectively known as YOTSUDAKE
(*four bamboos™) , which are beaten together in time to the music. The more dancers, the greater the
splendor, which is why this extremely colorful dance is especially suited to group performances. Since
the Meiji period it has been commonly assumed that this dance was intended for commercial, group
performances. The lyrics say:"Striking the yotsudake, we are honored to come and dance in this
performance,” As observed in the previous paper, the notation has the following characteristics to pre-
sent the dance from various perspectives:1) the movements of the hody clearly shown by pictures, 2)the
notation of the movements and music, 3)the combination of the picture-figure notation, fugo notation,
and the symbols consist of the notation of "YOTSUDAKE,” 4) the explannation of the dance, 5) the
songs, and 6) the way to dance.
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4 "YOTSUDAKE”

OUTLINE OF "YOTSUDAKE”

"YOTSUDAKE” is a celebratory dance performed as an intruduction to dance programs. Carrying
flowers. dancers wear bamboo hats and costumes with traditional Okinawan bingata desingns. In each
hand they hold two 15 cm strips of bgamhoo collectively known as YOTSUDAKE ("four bamboos”) ,
which are beaten together in time to the music. the more dancers, the greater the splendor, which is
why this eztremely colorful dance is especally suited to group performances. since the Meiji period it has
been commonly assumed that this dance was intended for commercial, group performances. the lyrice

say:"Striking the yotsudake, we are honored to come and dance in this performance.

LYRICS OF "YOTSUDAKE:UDUI "KUWADIISA BUSHI"

(1) Uchi narashi narashi sa sensuru sensuru se
{2) Yuchidakiwa narachi Sa Sensuru sensuru se
(3) Kiyu ya uza uzanjiti ashibu sa ashibu urisha
(4) Kiyu ya uza uzanjiti ashibu sa ashibu urisha

CHOREOGRAPHY OF "YOTSUDAKE"

"Njifa” (Entrance) — 1)} walk towards the center with the hands on the sides while clapping the bamm-
boo slabs (Fig.1-8), 2) right face then do the female standing form with the left foot slightly stretched
to the side (Fig.9-16).

({1)) —1) do the vertical hand coil while moving the left foot inwards (Fig.17-18), 2) stretch legs still
doing the hand coil, slightly bend the knees and face left while raising the right hand up and the left in-
front of the body, walk 4 steps starting with the left foot, bend the head towards the left then do the
right leg thrust and straighten. the body afterwards (Fig.19-33), 3) lower both hands to the side,
bring the hands in front of the left side of the body while stretching the left leg to the side then do the
"kirikaeshi" to the left (Fig.34-39), 4) maintaining the hand forms small turn to the right ending facing
back (Fig.40-43), 5) walk 4 steps starting with the right (Fig.44-47), 6) then do the small turn to the
right while raising the hands at head level (Fig.48-52), 7) lower the hands to the right side while cros-
sing the feet ending with the female standing form (Fig.53-58)

{(2)) — 1) slightly face right (Fig.59-60), 2) stretch hands, bring close to chest then straighten it up
again while facing left and slightly bending the knees (Fig.61-65), 3) walk 4 steps starting with the left
and do the right foot thrust while maintaining the hand posture (Fig.66-74), 4) bring the hands to the
right side while crossing the left foot over the right and the raising the irght hand up and the left infront
of the body (Fig.75-79), 5) turn towards the right then crossing the right foot over the left while rais-
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ing the left hand and and the right infront of the body, then maintaining hand posture kneel down
(Fig.80-91) , 6) while kneeling with both knees move the hands in a counter-clockwise direction ending
up (Fig.92-97) , 7) stand up maintaining hand positions (Fig.98-99) , 8) maintaining hand position
small turn to the left ending facing back (Fig.100-103) , 9) walk 4 steps starting with the left foot
(Fig.104-107) .

((3)) —1) maintaining hand positions turn towards the left (Fig.108-~110), 2} slowly face towards the
left while doing the vertical hand coils, while doing the left leg thrust maintain the left hand over the
right the close feet together, then do the same sequnce on the other side (Fig.111-129), 3) vertical hand
coils while body slightly diagonal to the right and then face left with right hand up over the left which is
infront of the body (Fig.130-133), 4) walk 2 steps starting with the left (Fig.134-135), 5) maintaining
hand positions small turn to the left ending facing back (Fig.136-140), 6) walk 7 steps starting with the
left foot (Fig.141-147), 7) step right outwards and maintaining a crossed position position, do the ver-
tical hand coil (Fig.148-149), 8) right foot over left while doing the vertical hand coil (Fig.150-154),
9) move towards the other side by moving the body towards the left and do the left foot over right cross
(Fig.155-159) , 10) maintain a crossed feet position while doing the vertical hand coils (Fig.160-165) ,
11) position the left hand nearer the chest than the right while turning towards the back (Fig.166-169),
12) walk 2 steps starting with the right (Fig.170-171) , 13) small turn to the right while moving the
hands form the left side, up then down to the right side (Fig.172-178), 14) cross right foot over left,
move hands up then going down while doing the while female standing from (Fig.179-183).

((4)) —1) move left foot inwards (Fig.184) , 2) move the hands from the right side going up ending
there (Fig.185-190) , 3) maintaining hand position up walk 7 steps then do the right foot thrust
(Fig.191-201) , 4) lower the hands to the side while slightly bending both knees (Fig.202-204) , 5)
hands to the left side, then to the right then back to the left while crossing the right over the left
(Fig.206-208) , 6) maintaining the hands on the left side small turn to the right ending facing back
(Fig.209-213) , 7) walk diagonally to the right 4 steps starting with the right foot (Fig.214-217), 8)
face diagonally to the left (Fig.218-221) , 9) walk 4 steps to the left starting with the left foot
(Fig.222-225) , 10) maintain a left foot over right position while doing the vertical hand coil while bodyt
wisted to the left (Fig.226-228), 11) tilt a little still doing the hand coil and the slightly bend the knees
(Fig.229-232) , 12) move body towards the right side still doing the hand coil (Fig.233-237), 13) main-
tain a right foot over left position still doing the hand coil (Fig.238-243) , 14) slightly bend the knees
while bring the hands to the right side (Fig.244-245), 15) both feet pointing inwards while the hands
move from right side to head level (Fig.246-249), 16) continue moving the hands up to the left side
(Fig.250-251) , 17) move it up to head level again while moving the feet apart (Fig.252-254), 18) low-
er the hands to the side the slightly bend the knees (Fig.255-256) .

"Irifa” (Exit) -walk using the slide walk towards the exit with the hands to the side (Fig.251-266).
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