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A Study of motivation and purpose of Japanese language learning
for Okinawan descendants in Hawaii:
Through a perspective of study abroad in Okinawa
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Abstract

This paper examines the motivations and purposes of Okinawan descendants in Hawaii to learn
the language and culture of Okinawa and Japan in correlation with their level of Japanese language
proficiency and generational differentiation. The analytic results of the questionnaire survey reflected

several interesting aspects of Okinawan descendants’ motivation. Despite the younger generations of
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Okinawan descendants having a lower level of Japanese language proficiency as compared with the
older generations, the younger generations show higher motivations in learning the Japanese language.
We also consider the reason why the number of Okinawan descendants who come to study in
Okinawa has recently decreased and a way to promote students’ exchange between Okinawa and

Hawaii.
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