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Abstract

After the long years of campaigning language revitalization in Hawai‘i, a new type of
Hawaiian language called NEO Hawaiian has been expanded by the second language
learners of NEO Hawaiian and oppressing the traditional Hawaiian language(s) (TRAD
Hawaiian). The similar phenomenon, the advent of a neo-Okinawan language (NEO
Okinawan), can also be confirmed on the Ryukyu Islands, particularly in the south-central
region of Okinawa Island. Teaching only NEO Okinawan at academic institutions, such as
universities, has possibility to accelerate standardization of traditional languages and
dialects. Ancestral language education must aim to preserve all varieties of traditional
languages and dialects in danger.
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" The word “ancestral language” is a translation equivalent to the Okinawan term shimakutuba. The
word “indigenous” would be used more in general in the similar context, but “indigenous” excludes
those people who do not live in the communities that their ancestors are from, but wish to pursue
their roots through ancestral language learning. “Ancestral” fits more to my argument since it
focuses on ancestral heritage.
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