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A Reconsideration of the Methodological Validity of Text-Based Learning

Toshiki KOJIMA*

The objective of this research is to theoretically reexamine the validity of the transmission of ‘Knowing
How' through written language and to show that, even though it is a method that has been supported by
empirical rules, it lacks methodological validity.

When learning using a text, either independently or with assistance, the learner acquires ‘Knowing
How’ from a performance of ‘Knowing That'—of which written language is one type. There are two
underlying assumptions here: (1) that it is possible to express the actual performance through written
language (scriptualization), and (2) that the actual performance can be extracted from the written language
((re-)performization). Of these two assumptions, this research deals with “scriptualization,” which is an
assumption related to knowledge transmission.

This study’s results showed that texts intended to make an “incompetent” person “competent” could
only be understood by a person who was already “competent.” Hence, the validity of the method could not
be supported beyond that provided by empirical rules.
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