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OkinawaMishapBares

OverseasDeployment

OfChemica瓜〃eapons
－ -－

LeakatUS.BaseFeUsz墨；

AngryReactionExpected

AtHome,FromJapanese
－

Coup幼rReaPropaganda9

ByRob蹴胞ATLEY
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WASf皿NG五℃N－TheUnitedStateshasap・
parenUydepl吋側operationalvreBpormarmed
withlethalchemicalagentsaspartofitsdeter-
zでntfat℃eoverseas.

Thatconclusionisindicatedbyanacciden*
talrelease㎡deadlyVXnervegasattheU.S.
baseonOkmawalastweek.Acontainerofthe
gasoraweaponcarryingitbrokeopenthere*
andsome25personswerehospitalizedafter
exposuretoit・Wordoftheincidenthasjust
gottenbacktoWashington、Atalatehourlast
night,highDefenseandotherAdmmistration
officialsweredebatingwhattosayaboutthe
matterorwhethertosayanythingatall、

Theirsensitivityspringsfromawareness
thatdisclosureoftheunsuspecteddeploy-
mentcouldhavebroadandadverserepercus**
sionsfortheU・S.overseasandfortheAdmm．
istrationathome・xtcouldcreateawaveof
antîAmericanfeel加蓮abroadjustasPresident
Nixonsetsforthnextweekonaplannedtrium*
phaltourfollowmgtheU.S.moonvoyagers*
Pacificsplashdown・Moreimportant,itcould
touchoffviolentleftistdemons種私tionsin
JapanontheeveofSecretaryofStateW遡班axn
Rogers'visittheretodiscusscontinuedU.S、
useofOkinawaasthemainAmericanstrate-
gicbaseinAsia・mlenewswillalmostcer**

tainly画℃mptpropagandistsinallCommunist
countriestoattackWashington'spoUticaland
militaryobjectives・

Capi加I藤棚Controversy
Theinfo画nationseemscertain,inaddition.

toarousenewCongressionaloppositiontothe
developmentoftoxicweax>onsinparticular
andtothemilitaryingeneral･Wordofthe
Okinawanaccidentmaycomeataparticularly
badtimeforadvocatesofdeployme就ofthe
SafeguardAnUballisficMissile,sincethatpi℃>
ectisnowbeingdebatedbytheSenate.

Chemicalandbacteriologicalwarfare
(CBW)hasbecomehighlycontroversialon
CapitolHillrecenUy.AnaccidentattheUtah
testingrangekilledsome6,400sheeplast
year.ThisspringAmericanslearnedthatthe
Armyplannedtodisposeofsome27.000tons
of̂'surplus'*CBWagentsandequipmentby
transportingthemacrossthecountrybytrain
anddumpingthemintotheAtlanticOcean
offtheNewJerseycoast;thisplanwaswide-
lycondenmedasdangerousandhassince
beendropped.

Ontopofsuchcontroversycomes趨zesur・
priseandtroublesomedisclosurethatsuch
deadlygasesareonOkinawa.Theislandisof-

flciallyJapanesepi⑪perty;Tokyoretainŝ're-
sidualsovereignty"overthebigV.S・Army,
AirForceandMarineCorpscomplex,though
theU.S・hasnearlycompletefreedom加man‐
as加git.ThebasealsohostsgiantB52bombers
andsomemedium-rangemissilesdeployedas
adeterrentaginstCommunistChina・Nuclear

explosivesarekeptonthebaseforpossible
usebytheseplanesandmissiles,ana極lat's
amainreasonforJapaneseopposiUontocon-
tinuedAmericanuseoftheis1錘Id．

ThenewsreachingWash加gtonaboutthe
Okinawaincidentislittlemorethanthatit
happened.Thereisnodetailonhowittook
place・ButitisbelievedthataUthevictims
wereAmericansoldiersandnonewereOkl-
nawanemployes・Apparentlynodeathsocciw-
red,thoughPentagonofficialswillnotdiscuss
thematterindetail.

TheVXnervegasthatescapedatOkinawa
isamainstayoftheU.S･CBWarsenal･Itis
thisagentthatdriftedoutsidetheUtahtesting
rangelastyearand賊nedtheshe印加nearby
SkuUVaUey.

ADe唾釧yGa

VXisoneofthedeadliestnervegasesine麓・
istence*sinceitpersistslongerthanothers
whenreleasedintotheatmosphere･Afewmil-
ligrams,ifinhaled,causedeathwithinsec-
onds;asUghtlylaurgerdoseonthesk加cankil1
inminutesifcertaincountermeasures,suchas
artificialrespirationandspecialdrugs,arenot
takenimmediately・エhtheOkinawanaccident.
itisbelievedthatcountermeasureswerequick-
lytaJcenandthatnolargeareawascontami-
nated.

Itisi>ossiblethataprevious加stanceof
CBWcontaminationonOkinawaoccurredlast
summer･About100Okinawanchildrenbecame

mysteriouslyillaftersw加im畑gnearaU.S、
base;severalwerehospitalizedwithsuchsymp-
tomsashighfevers・Americanmilitaryauthor-
itiesinvestigatedallegationsthatchemical
agentsmighthaveleakedintotheseabut

toldworriedOkinawanofficialstheycouldn't
findevidenceofany馴ﾕchmishap．

AnArmytechnicalmanualdescni}esthe

symptomsofnervegaspoisoningas'̂running
nose,tightnessofchest,dimnessofvision,phi-
poinUngofeyepupils,difficultinbreathing.
drooling,excessivesweating,nausea,vomit-
Ing,cramps,involuntarydefecationandurina-
tion,twitching,jerking,staggering,headache.
confusion,drowsiness,coma,convulsion,ces-
sationofbreathing,death.，，
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Ⅱ念鈎lalChemicalAgents
Thusfar,ithasneverbeendisclosedthat

theU.S､hasdeployedanylethalchemical
agentsoutsidethiscountry-Andapparentlythe
Japanesegovernmenthasneverbeennotified.

offIciaUyorotherwise,ofthepresenceofnerve
gasesonOkinaw乙・密hedisclosureseemscer-
taintopromptanangrystormofreactionin
Japan.Leftiststherehavedemonstratedfre
quentlyagainsttheU.S.useofnonlethaltear
andnauseagasesInSouthVietnam,andthe
useofnapalmagainstNorthVietnam･Andnow
expertsonJapanareexpressingconcernabout
newoutburstsinTokyoagamstthestorageon
Ok加awaofCBWagents,whicharemore
fearedandclosertohomethananyweapons
deployedinVietnam.

TheArmyrecentlytoldCongressthatit
spendsabout$350mimonannuallyonvarious
phasesofCBWresearchanddevelopment・The
chemicalagentsincludenerveandothergases
thatproducevariousphysicaleffectsranging
fromtempo圃可incapacit蝋ontode昼甑．副釧P
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NerveGasAccident:

DeploymentofToxic
帆ｱeaponsAbroadBared

C⑦勾血錘郵caWrtrm,F面導iPage

oficaiaLgents．utcUm』唾germ寡亀錘vxn＝．
La…d……sofnfatal:鍾咽rriitArmyre-

＝arくわｪ､杉副Yeら域'唾1em,t⑧皆exam感牟.ofways
い塞嘩電｡藻a罫jeandotherdlsaWingUln…es.
B《工theOkin型暫a…錘cntdidnotuxザ◎肺eろuと恩b

bio唾1cal宙ea犀畢andtjber嘩堕Imre4sontO
壁血evethaianysu趣迩aecL$are1…ｴedthere

RecentprD《est毒oTertileexistence域⑪beini-
calandbiok̂ cal宙cam垂一certaintomount
no蛮一havealreadyca岨皇国theSenateArmed
Ser¥-iぐesCommitteetocutfrロmthisn島cal

vearsbudget$16millionplannedlorresearch
andde,elopmentonlethaloffens塾､eCBW
weapons.DemocraticSen.ThomasMclniyre
ofNewHampshireexplained:。､皿easured
agj4nsithisnation'straditionaloppositionto
theoffensiveuseofsuchagen唾．wecouldnot
lustifyresearthanddevelopmentexepnditures
forthatpurpose."

Thoughitisn'tkno癖T1justwhatweaponsor
gascontainerswereinvolvedintheOkinawa
incident、蚤everalwaysofdeliveringCB帆．
agentshavebeendevelopedbym山taryre-
searchers.Theseincludegrenades,shellsand
smallgi℃und-lo-groundrocketsthatwoulde.x-

plodeonimpact,releasingtheagents.There
arealsobombsandairplane-launchedrockets;

suchbombswouldprobablybetriggeredjust
abovegi℃undratherthanonimpactsothe

CB咽ragentswouldcoveralargearea.

TheCBWmaterialtheAi･myreじentlypro-
posedtosinkofftheNewJerseycoastincluded
2,660tonsofrocketsand12,322tonsofAir

Forcebombclusters,bothfilledwithnei･＄･e

gas.

Anothersysteminvol，estheuseofgenera-
toi．s.ACBWgeneratorincludesalankfilled

withanagent,asourceofpressureandanoz-
zlethroughwhichtheagentispumpedintothe
az塊〕osPhere-Mpwmd“thetaxgetarea.

OnereportsaystheArmymi.ssilescalled
CorporalandSergeantweredesignedatleast
partlyfordeliveryofCBWagents.Sergeant,it
hasbeenclaimed,canfirea1.600．poundpay-
loadabout85miles;accordingtooneestimate.
ifthismissile'swarheadwerefilledwithnerve

gasandthegasweredispensedbyanaei℃sol
sprayprocess,itcouldkillaboutone-thirdof

thepeopleinanareaonemileindiameter.
ThesemissilesaredeployedinWesternEu-
x℃pe,butit'snotknowniftheyarearmedwith
“乳？warheads.

YearsagoPresidentFranklinRoosevelt
,･owedtheU.S.wouldneverbethefirsttouse

《hemicalorbiologicalweaponsinwarfare,and
thispresumablyremainsofficialpolicy・But
thePentagonhasconsistentlyopposedefforts
torestrictsharplyU.S.developmentofsuch
hardware;militarymencontendthi.scountry

mustknowaboutwaysofdevisingCBWweap-
ons,ifonlyfordeterrentreasons、

TheSovietUnion,itisreported,hasalarge
CBWresearchanddevelopmentprogramofits
own.Backin1960.L-t.Gen．A、GoTrudeau,

thentheU.S.Army'sresearch℃hief,toldCon-

gressthat・'weknowthattheSovietsareput-
tingahighpriorityondevelopmentoflethal

a】】dnonlethalweapons,andthattheirweapons
stockpileconsistsofaboutone-sixthchemical
munitions・Russianleadershaveboastedthat

theyai･efullypreparedtousenewchemical
輯eaponsofgreatsignificance,andweknowSo-
vietforcesaretrainedintheiruse."

A1960ArmystudyclaimseachSovietdivi-
sionhasa'｡sneclfif'unitdevotedtothefieldof

ぐhemicalwarfare..，ARussiangeneraIwas

quotedasstating:"Manyofourscientists．．、
regardresearchontheactiomgofpoisonsand

onthedevelopmentofantidotestobetheirpa-
trioticduty."

TojustifyitsCBWactivities,theU.S.Army
emphasizestheideaof"retaliatorycapability
asadeterrent."Thegeneralsalsostressthey
mustknowwhattheoffensivecapabilitiesof
suchweaponsarebeforetheycandevisedefen-
ses.Inaddition,manymilltai-ymenjustify
suchweaponsasbeingmoreefficientand
muchlessdestructivethannuclearweapons;
theyemphasizethatmanyCBWagentsare
onlytemporarilydisablingbutnotlethal.
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