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History of Relations between Okinawa and Korea:
Enhancing the Training of Okinawa Designated Local Guides
Based on Korean Language Background
RE B
Seiko NAGAMINE

Recently an increasing number of Koreans has visited Okinawa as tourists. But tourist guides here are not well
aware of a long and close interchange between Korea and Okinawa or the Ryukyuan Kingdom. Obviously full
knowledge will help both parties to make their business more meaningful, attractive, and profitable. Documents show
that both the Koryeo and Yi Dynasties had over 200 contacts with the Ryukyuan Kingdom in the 14th and 15th
centuries alone. The Kingdom honored Koreans in an inscription of a noted temple bell cast in 1458. About a decade
later, Korean presented Buddhist scriptures in return for rarity gifts from the Kingdom. Subsequently the relationship
between the two countries waned due to political turmoil on both sides. In 1616, three Korean potters were brought to
Okinawa in the aftermath of the Japanese-Korean wars triggered by Hideyoshi Toyotomi. They made a great
contribution to Ryukyuan pottery. During WW II, many Koreans got killed in Okinawa. In 1975, the Korean Memorial
Monument was dedicated for over 10,000 such souls. The writer strongly hopes that both the tourists from Korea and

the Okinawan people know these invaluable facts of historical interchange to use for their good relationships in future.
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