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A Study on the Introduction of Environmental Cooperative Tax in Okinawa Prefecture
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Abstract
Three island villages in the Okinawa prefecture, Izena, Theya and Tokashiki, have introduced “environmental

cooperative tax~ to obtain the budget to conserve the landscape as tourism resources and to maintain their tourism
facilities. In this paper, the current trend and process of the introduction of the environmental cooperative tax are
investigated by reviewing the existing survey and statistical information. Further, the socio-economic characteristics
of the 3 villages are examined in order to explore the possibilities of the applying the taxation to the other island
municipalities. Overall purpose of this study is to rethink the tourism tax in the whole Okinawa prefecture and explore
future direction of the tourism management in the Okinawa in terms of the tourism tax system. The revenues from the
tax are stable in Izena and Theya, increasing in Tokashiki. Izena has introduced the tax in year 2005 earlier than other
two villages. By the introducing the tax, environmental conservation activities have been facilitated by the revenues
of the tax in Izena. As the indirect effects of the taxation, environmental management activities by the residents have
been reinforced in Izena. The tax introduced by the villages has characteristics as environmental tax and tourist tax,
because the tax is used for environmental conservation and imposed on the residents and tourists who come from the
outside of the villages. The population amounts in the 3 villages are relatively small in the Okinawa. By examining the
demographic and economic structures of the 3 villages and the other islands municipalities in the Okinawa, similarity
and uniqueness of the islands municipalities are identified. Based on the results, several municipalities which may
have potentials to introduce the environmental cooperative tax are detected. The taxation can be a tool for the tourism

management in the Okinawa by appropriate gainsharing and synergistic collaboration among municipalities.
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