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Analysis of Cooperation between Schools and Communities
: Cases of Public High Schools in Okinawa

Toshihiro SHIMOJI

Abstract
Purpose of the Study: This paper is to report the result of types, advantages, and the current issues of
providing combined programs between high schools and communities in Okinawa.
Design and Methods: The questionnaire on the cooperation between schools and communities were sent to
60 principals of the prefectural high schools in Okinawa. Respondents (N=55) completed the questionnaire
on the types of the program, advantages, and the current issues of their schools in cooperating with
communities.
Results: The types of programs were mainly categorized into four areas: completeness of career education,
teaching classes as subjects, the participation into traditional regional events, coaching in school
activities, etc. Advantages were mainly categorized into three areas: completeness of career education,
the understanding of schools, the enhancing students’ motivation for learning, etc. The current issues
were categorized into increasing of paper works, the shortage of time and budget, etc. The requests to the
government office from schools were categorized into three areas: the decreasing paper works, the keeping
budget, the increasing the number of staff, etc.
Implications: Students get a lot of advantages for their future career through the programs given by the
cooperation between schools and communities. Therefore, the programs are expected to give students
based on their future needs.
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