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Abstract:

Yamabugyousho Kimochou Shitsugi consists of 13 articles in total, five of which focus on tree felling, three that relate to
the duties of forest-related officials and the proper method of cutting trees and two dealing with crackdowns on illegal tree
felling.

Particularly worthy of attention are the provisions related to forest conservation. It was strictly prohibited to cut down trees
at places of hougo that are of great importance to the preservation of the forest or to cut trees at the borders of community forests
(sanya) that surround the somayama (government-use forests). In terms of the concept of hougo the trees located at the so-called
'gate of hougo (gate of embraced protection)' are of critical importance. If such areas are opened up by reckless tree felling this
will allow damaging winds to enter the inner forest and will eventually bring ruin to the forest. There is also the idea of yosebatsu
(destructive felling) that warns against the damage that can be caused to the inner forest by cutting down too many useful trees at
one concentrated area (such as the gate of hougo). In today's terms this is close to the idea of clear-cutting (kaibatsu) that would
disturb the sanqi (forest atmosphere) and lead to the decline of the trees in the very inner forest.

With regard to the delivery of timber, the Royal Government would first send a tegata (goods request) to each magiri
bansho. This tegata would specify the type of tree, the required dimensions and any other important details. Based on the
information in the tegata forest officials would go to the most appropriate forest site, select and cut down the timber requested. If
the timber delivered to the Royal Government did not match the dimensions requested in the tegata it would have to be replaced.
Because this constituted a waste of valuable wood resources regulations were put in place so that forest officials would be held
accountable. In order to prevent such waste forest officials were taught the so-called ‘yamaku no shouhou’ (forest care and

management techniques) and commanded to work hard in carrying out their duties.
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Yamabugyousho Kimochou Shitsugi is a set of supplementary
penal provisions to be added to those in laid out in
Yamabugyousho Kimochou [The Scope of the Bureau of Forest
Administration]' 14 years earlier. It was submitted to the Royal

' “Yamabugyousho Kimocho’ (The Scope of the Bureau of Forest
Administration) was issued in 1737. The Yamabugyousho
Kimocho consists of thirty-one articles in total, the majority of
these covering areas such as types of wood required for ship
construction, the management of government-administered
forests, afforestation techniques and punitive provisions. These
were regulations for the use of officials with forest administration

Government by the Nishi (Western) and Higashi (Eastern)
Yamabugyou® and officially approved by the government in 1751.
It consists of 13 articles in total, making it the second smallest

duties. Yamabugyousho Kimocho was issued under the joint
signatures of the four highest decision-makers of the Royal
Government, three individuals of ueekata rank (called sanshikan)
and one Royal Prince (called sessei). These four individuals
together constituted the Hyoujousho (EF 3 AT), or Council of
State.

2 A yamabugyou is the highest rank of forest administrator
assigned to a region. According to Article 1 of ‘Yamabugyou
Kimochou’ the rationale for creating the position was as follows:
“In order to strengthen the administration of forests in these areas,
therefore, we do hereby assign two yamabugyou and six hissha to
the Kunigami region and one yamabugyou and two hissha to the
Nakagami region. These individuals are placed under the
jurisdiction of the Omonoza so as to make the administration of
forests as thorough as possible.” Within the Royal Government
structure the ‘Omonoza’ was a department located in the
Monobugyousho (Board of Finance) responsible for matters such
as finance, transportation, agriculture and forestry, commerce and
industry. The Yamabugyousho (Bureau of Forest Administration)
was located under the umbrella of the Monobugyousho (Board of
Finance) and it was a unified administrative structure for forests
that worked in coordination with the forest administrators
dispatched to the regions.



36 THRBAEIROTLETRRERLER ) 2 OFR - HRENBOH

document after Somayama Soubakari Joujou (1748) in the
collected volume of forest-related regulations known as Rinsei
Hassho (Eight Volumes on Forest Administration).

This modern Japanese translation was based primarily on the Doi
Ringaku Shinkoukai reprint edition of ‘Rinsei Hassho’ (1976),
with reference made to other versions of ‘Rinsei Hassho’
including the ‘Nihon Sangyou Shiryou Taikei, Daisanken’ (1926),
‘Sai On Zenshuu’ (Sakihama Shuumei 1984), Tatetsu Shunpou
(1937) and Okinawa-ken Shiryou (Zenkindai 6: Shuri Oufu Shioki
2, 1989). For the English translation reference was made to the
‘Eight Volumes on Ryukyu Forest Administration by Saion [sic]’
(1952).

As to the division of responsibilities, the translation of the
Japanese souroubun text into modern Japanese was conducted by
Nakama Yuei, the translation from modern Japanese into English
by John Michael Purves and the organization of the original
souroubun text by Bixia Chen.
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Article 1
Memorandum
Flogging'® as punishment, ten lashes

Yamashi'' or yamakounin'? must be familiar with the ‘yamaku no
shouhou'? (techniques for forest care and administration) in order
to be able to properly carry out the selection and procurement of
lumber and kaiboku'* (shipbuilding materials). Their job is to cut
the timber to the requested dimensions with absolute accuracy so
that there is no unnecessary wastage of wood. In the case that trees
are cut in a sloppy or thoughtless manner a person with a rank'®
above chikudoun zashiki'® will, in accordance with regulations
(laid out in Yamabugyousho Kimochou), impose an appropriate
fine in lieu of ten lashes (by whatever system was then used to
determine how 10 lashes was converted into cash money) on those
guilty of violations. The fine will be devoted to magiri bansho'”
expenses.

REE) - HEWA (T35, BFPLUSNOBRBEZEHRSE
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0 Called togamuchi. Also written as kasaku. This was a
punishment of being lashed with a ‘muchi,’ that is tied bamboo.
According to the ‘Okinawa-ken Shinrin Shisatsu Fukumeisho’
(1904), the punishment of 10 lashes was commuted to a 10
kanmon fine.

""" A yamashi is a technician in the field who assessed the
measurements of trees intended for use prior to them being cut
down.

2 Yamakou or yamaku is a term used to describe technical forest
work that includes tree nurturing, arranging, cutting and
processing. The technicians who carry out this kind of work are
logically referred to as yamakounin or yamakunin, meaning
literally forest technician. Clearly, a yamakounin is a forest
specialist not a forest laborer.

" Yamakou/Yamaku no Shouhou: a technology system that
covered all aspects of forest-related duties from forest care and
administration to tree felling and processing.

' Kaiboku has the meaning ‘straight tree.” It can refer to large size
lumber used as structural material in ship construction,
particularly the ship’s mast.

15 Ikai [fiZBE] is a system of positions, identification and grade
within the Shuri Royal Government. The rank system from top to
bottom is as follows: prince, aji, ueekata, peechin, satonushi and
chikudoun. At its most sophisticated level of development from
the early 18th century, there were 9 distinct class (shina f&) levels
in the Ryukyuan system embracing the upper and standard levels
of aristocracy, each divided into full (shou IE) or subordinate (juu
fi€ ) rankings. For example: full first class (1IE — &) and
subordinate first class (i —#&n). Above the 9 classes were the
(king, princes and aji) Royal family (who were defined as mubon
[#& &), literally ‘without class,” but in reality effectively ‘beyond
class’). Just below the 9 official classes were the aristocratic youth
who had yet to attain position, and at the very bottom of society
were the urban and rural peasants. Sai On himself was one of the
key architects of the classic early-modern Ryukyuan aristocratic
rank system.

' As stated above, Chikudoun zashiki was a Shuri Royal
Government rank title, the lowest of the 9 grades. A Chikudoun
zashiki would wear the sekikan, that is a red hachimaki
(traditional headwear of the Ryukyu aristocracy).

"7 A magiri bansho was the administrative office of the magiri
(county) district, the place of work for local magiri officials below
the jitoudai in rank. The bansho consisted of four main sections:
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Article 2
Flogging as punishment, five lashes

In the case of gross negligence in the job performance of a
yamaatai'® a person with a rank above chikudoun zashiki will, in
accordance with regulations (laid out in Yamabugyousho
Kimochou), impose an appropriate fine in lieu of five lashes (by
whatever system was then used to determine how 5 lashes was
converted into cash money) on those guilty of violations. The fine
will be devoted to magiri bansho expenses.
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Article 3

. . 22
Fine as punishment, five kanmon™

Kuraatauhou  (tax-related department), Zoumotsuhou (a

department dealing with miscellaneous everyday use goods other

than grains), Banmaihou (general affairs department) and
Nicchouhou (administrative records department).

P (PESHLVY) BT OEFHOFEIZED . FHLARLO
HEBITHRZITI.

' A yamaatai carried out forest administration work at the village
level (the level below the magiri county district) and was based at
the muraya, or village office.
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* A kanmon was a unit for counting a type of coin currency
common in countries throughout East Asia. 1,000 mon (1,000 sen
coins) was equivalent to 1 kan. During the Edo Period (1603-
1868) the exchange rate was 960 mon = 1 kan. During the
subsequent Meiji Period 10 sen = 1 kan.

In the case of unlawful deeds or activities on the part of a
yamaatai, yamashi or yamakounin, in the end this is a problem
related to the guidance given by the souyamaatai>® (who has
responsibility for those under his charge). As such, a fine in the
same amount as laid out above (five kanmon) will be imposed (on
the souyamaatai). The fine will be devoted to magiri bansho
expenses, just as was the case in the articles above.
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Article 4

Fine as punishment, ten kanmon

In the case of irichiri®” (lumber deliveries for shojitou and
shochigyou) or kaiboku (ship building materials) the dimensions

of the lumber must be is checked against the precise specifications
laid out in the tegata® (goods procurement order) and delivered

2 A souyamaatai was the name of a forest official attached to each
magiri district. Based at the magiri district bansho (an
administrative office, the equivalent to the yakuba today), the
souyamaatai fell under the jurisdiction of the jitoudai who was the
overall head of the magiri district administration. The souyamaatai
was responsible for forest administration at the magiri level.
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% Regular items tendered to shojitou and shochigyou of the Royal
Government

31 A tegata was goods procurement request or order sent by the
Royal Government to each of the magiri districts (at least those
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with the signature and seal of the individual responsible. If a
verification of the timber specifications laid out in the tegata is
neglected and, as a result this lumber has to be returned because it
does not match the required dimensions, this is clearly a waste of
wood and it also constitutes a waste of peasant farmer labor
(required to lug the lumber for transport). Above all, it is wrong
because it is contrary to the forest resource objectives of the
realm. In such a case it is ordered that a fine in the amount above
(ten kanmon) be paid by the yamabugyou and hissha*? with
jurisdiction in the region in lieu of terairi* (confinement in a
temple) for ten days. The fine will handled as in the cases above
(devoted to magiri bansho expenses).
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Article 5
Fine as punishment, fifty kanmon

Because Mokkoku*® (Ikuki/Ternstroemia gymnanthera) trees have
in recent years been cut to the point of exhaustion all trade in them
has for a time been prohibited. If it is the case that people are
found cutting down without authorization or covertly taking
Mokkoku trees in a state of recovery, regardless of the size of

with forests in their region) when forest-related goods were
required. When lumber, firewood or bamboo, amongst other
items, were required, the type of wood, dimensions, delivery date,
payment destination and any other pertinent information would be
written on the tegata.

32 A hissha is the name of a forest-related official based in the
magiri office under their jurisdiction. The yama-hissha fell under
the control of the yamabugyou (forest administrator) assigned to
the region. They were primarily engaged in general forest-related
activities.

33 Or teraazuke. This is where an offender will spend a fixed
amount of time confined to a temple. It was a form of punishment
in Japan since the late-Muromachi era.

YK MEBFEYIAVI. AETI—VLB0 5, UYNFH
(Theaceae) DEfEkE A, EMFDEIEKRITIEESNTILVD, #
(FEBLO7YIZ5R0, REREM - SEAM - CEA (TYnS
BA) DR,

33 Also called Tku (LY<). Large evergreen tree. An evergreen tree
of the Tsubaki family (Theaceae). In the Ryukyuan language
called liku. Can be written as JEFEZ. Very resistant to termites.
Good as general lumber, house building and for haryusen (haarii
boats). Excellent construction wood, haryusen (haarii boats), also
for tokonoma, making sanshin, tools, handicrafts and for charcoal.
Tannin and dye can be extracted from the bark.

those trees, a fine in the amount laid out above (fifty kanmon) will
be imposed for each tree taken. Half of the fine will be paid to the
person(s) who reported the illegal act and the other half devoted to
magiri bansho expenses.
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Article 6
Fine as punishment, thirty kanmon

The Ryuukyuu Matsu *' (Matsuki/Pinus luchuensis) is an
important goyoboku* (official government-use tree) utilized for
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I Matsu: or Matsu no Ki/Matsuki. Refers to Ryuukyuu Matsu
(Pinus luchuensis). Known in the dialects of Ryukyuan as Machi
or Maachi. A coniferous evergreen tree reaching a height of 25
meters. Thought to be an endemic species of the Ryukyu Islands,
distributed south of the Tokara Archipelago as far down as
Yonaguni Island (near Taiwan). One of the main trees subject to
Royal Government afforestation policies, production was
increased through both natural seeding and artificial plantation
methods. Because of its resistance to salt it was a wood used
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various types of kalboku (lumber for shlpbulldmg) usu ? (rice
mortars), tokusu®* (a type of mortar) and kandaiki*® for sugar
compressors. However, it is the case that people break off and
remove bark (so as to acquire resin contained within it) from the
trunk or root of Ryuukyuu Matsu trees in order to make akashi*®
(torches for lighting) with complete disregard for the quality of the
tree. This is an extremely thoughtless act. This kind of bark
removal from the trunk or root of Ryuukyuu Matsu tree to make
akashi is now strictly prohibited. Regardless of the size of
Ryuukyuu Matsu tree, a fine in the amount given above (thirty
kanmon) will be imposed on offenders for each tree damaged in
this way. In terms of the handling of the fine, half will be paid to
the person who reported the illegal act and the other half devoted
to magiri bansho expenses, the same as stated in the previous
article.
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mainly for shipbuilding. Found on islands throughout Okinawa
Prefecture except the Daito Islands and Senkaku Islands.

*2 Goyouboku was a term to describe lumber required for use by
the Royal Government as building materials, firewood or for other
special purposes. Each magiri was obliged to contribute a certain
amount of lumber for Royal Government use on a yearly basis as
a form of forest tax. The ‘Goyoubokuchou’ (Register of
Government-Use Trees) was a set of documents that recorded a
range of details about the kind of trees required by the Royal
Government for public purposes. Details included tree types,
locations of specific tree types and tree trunk measurements.
Individual sections were drawn up in each of the various magiri
while the entire volume of the Goyoubokuchou was administered
by the Royal Government’s Yamabugyousho (Bureau of Forest
Administration). At such time as the Royal Government required
large lumber it assessed which tree type was most appropriate by
making reference to the Goyoubokuchou and would then place an
order with one or more of the magiri. There were 21 different
types of tree designated as goyouboku and local people were not
allowed to cut down any of these without explicit permission.

A container in which to pound steamed rice into mochi or
pound grains. There were several types including tsukiusu, hikiusu
and suriusu.

* Details limited, a type of mortar. Tatetsu (1937) writes about a
“ine no momi o hikitoru mono [literally, something used to get
rice from unhulled rice]”

* Sugar compressors (FP4EE) were originally made using trees
such as Kashiki (Okinawa Urajirogashi/Quercus miyagii) or
Yosunoki (Isunoki/Distylium racemosum) but when stone
compressors came into use it was found that the sugar
compression rate increased. It is thought that the kandaiki was a
block or stock used to secure the sugar compressor. The long
piece of lumber attached to the horse to power the compressor was
made from Ryuukyuu Matsu.

* Or toubushi. A resin was extracted from the trunk and roots of
the Ryuukyuu Matsu tree. This was used to make torches for
lighting. The part of the torch set on fire was set within wire
netting.
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Article 7
Fine as punishment, fifty kanmon

Yamaku (in this case tree felling) must be carried out with careful
consideration of the length, thickness and other dimensions of a
tree, whatever the tree type. At a location where there are many
useable trees, for example, precisely which trees ought to be cut
down should be carefully considered so that yosebatsu ¥ (the
felling of too many useful trees in a single concentrated location)
does not occur and that the sangi * (forest atmosphere)
accumulated there not be allowed to escape. Persons who
(thoughtlessly) cut down trees (thereby allowing the sangi to
escape) are hindering the growth of trees and as such a fine in the
amount given above (fifty kanmon) per person will be imposed.
Half of the fine will be paid to the person who reported the illegal
act and the other half devoted to magiri bansho expenses.
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CFE(EEED) 1 BFRICEPLTFHLYREICHERLGAR
FHRYRT TE, ILE(1937) (FELEKLERL TS,

¥ The felling of too many useful trees in a single concentrated
location. Tatetsu (1937) translates this as yosebatsu, or
‘destluctlvc felling.’

% Sanqi is the name of a concept in Feng Shui geography that
refers to the particular state of qi (energy) in mountain forests. Qi
is generally defined as 'matter' (busshitsu) and 'energy' (enerugii),
something that possesses bioinformatics (seimei jouhou). Qi is
also considered the base element that all things in the universe are
made of. An ideal state in Feng Shui geography is one in which
the qi is not disturbed by wind or other forces. In order to protect
that qi terrain conditions and forest planting methods are
employed.
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{BL:3 EXRFODEMN (TH 4. )hyllostachys bambusoides) &
PIYESE, EEMNEY., EUDITITOMBDOERIZESD T, 4
FEYULERBE=MEFATEHESIZHELN TS, TDLEIZE
=, MEKRZ (= w4 A . Cinnamomum sieboldii) D K5, V5 £
(A<, Shima wallichii ssp. liukiuensis) D R Z#FIEHE->TI&.
BENEEREZILDT. L FELBIESh TV, ERTHF
[F 1 Alzo=, BEBYDSIEERLAT. ZDSEO0R A
EICOWTIE, BIEDOBYIZTHIE BL MoK (Zvr
NDOE-WLWEEAP2)DEIZERY LI, BUERRYAICRETS
ZEo bl TTITRY - TLASIE, FOEEBFRERERL
T. ZORESFHIRL . BYIBFRYOREBIZHK THLITMLEHN
=Ths,

Article 8
Fine as punishment, thirty kanmon %

Because the cutting down of Madake ** (Phyllostachys
bambusoides) with less than three years of growth leads to inferior
quality bamboo and eventually the extinction of bamboo it is
ordered that from now on the only Madake that can be cut down
and used must have more than four years of growth. Additionally,
because the stripping of bark from Nikkei’ > (Karaki/Cinnamomum
sieboldii) and Iju® (Icho/Shima wallichii ssp. liukiuensis) trees
diminishes their strength and therefore leads to them into a state of

S BN (RE ) : A R (Gramineae) D& K, 7578 4 [958 0
X, BFTEMNERRE. FERTEFICHET S, HIEMH
I-HELGEICHA SFERBOIHTITHEENEL FEFA
BITELTORNIEA L., REFRITEDH, RERETHEKE
HERICEAShIZEVDATWS, HIFTHI-$FRLE(
FASND MEQTRIFEMOCEROM BTG, EITERA
(275 B, RITEHA - BHEM - LB DRI,
2MBR(ZYrA) YR/ FF (Lauraceae) DEHFRE KR, FE
BEHTF-Zux1, BEFIIRELECHR-BRIIER-F
TR HEREICKEMA CEREBLTHRT HEERM (TR -ER)
(Z75%, M3 2RE A - TEAM - FreH A

BNbE(AD) VINEF] (Theaceae) DEFZE A, FER(E
2Va, EFTHRELLE FTM-JERAM - RERH . BIR
FRNTRE () IS,

3 Madake (Phyllostachys bambusoides). A tree of the Inu family
(Gramineae). In the Ryukyuan language called Karataki. Also
written as & /7. Used for various types of bamboo ware, fishing
rods and the like. Madake with less than 3 full years of growth is
weak protected because it has not reached its optimum stage of
growth to be used. Thought to have been introduced to Ryukyu
from China. Used for various types of bamboo ware and fishing
rods. The skin of the bamboo can be used as packaging materials
and to make sandals. Bamboo shoots are edible. Bamboo wood is
good for seawall forests, residential land forests and windbreak.

> An evergreen tree of the Kusunoki family (Lauraceae). In the
Ryukyuan language called Karagi or Nikkii. Can also be written
as 'BIAE [cinnamon tree].’ Its root bark and tree bark is used in
medicines and as a flavoring. Cinnamon oil (medicine and
fragrance) can be created by distilling water and cinnamon bark.
The wood is used to make furniture and fixtures, geta and also as
firewood.

56 Or Icho (LVB &). A small to large evergreen tree of the Tsubaki
family (Theaceae). In the Ryukyuan language called Shiju. Can be
written as R 5. Used for roof rafters, various applications or
lumber for house pillars. Pulverized bark can be used to make a
fish poison while bark extract can be made into a beverage.
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decay this has also been prohibited. A fine in the amount given
above (thirty kanmon) will be imposed on each offender. In terms
of handling the fine, half will be paid to the person who reported
the illegal act and the other half devoted to magiri bansho
expenses, the same as in the preceding article. Moreover,
whatever bamboo, Nikkei and Iju bark is obtained from the
offender(s) will be put to use by the magiri bansho. If these items
have already been sold on by the offender(s) it is ordered that the
facts should be verified and what proceeds remain turned over to
the magiri bansho and put towards expenses.
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1 RIZH, SI€5EXERT 5, HOLEEIDMLHWNEEIC
[T IO L ILT ANICIEE@EYDOSIEZB LA, 5
EOUDFERIZONTIE, FIEERILELSIZT BT,

Fine as punishment, five kanmon

In the case that suragi’® (the branches and leaves at the top of
certain trees) are providing (beneficial or protective) natural
covering for young trees (below them in the undergrowth), if such
a (protecting) tree is cut down, whether for private or public use, a
fine of five kanmon will be imposed for each tree cut down. If the
offender or offenders cannot be identified, the five kanmon fine
will be imposed on the yamaatai, yamashi and yamakounin with
jurisdiction in the area. In terms of handling the fine, half will be
paid to the person who reported the illegal act and the other half
devoted to magiri bansho expenses, just as was the case in the
preceding article.

E+I8
— R=ZHREX
B 2B LS LU T AR 4ol B IHIEERERERE
FHEIES — NIt B @B+ FEFTE SN HE
1018
4 308X

ERELTEZLG LA - ILTASARDIF A5, BE, )
EITRETHD, DL BEOREEZESITHLILIEND

TER(TLE) BHARDEREEKRTEIRAOGLE)DIE KR
DHEOEBAEAETIRDZ1EWS, CCTRUYFEEN-#
RADEMHDE D CRFEREEE LTS,

38 Literally the tip of the tree or uraki (treetop). This part of the
tree in the Ryuukyuan language is known as 'suura.' Here the
reference is to the cutting of branches and leaves at the top part of
a tree that offer protection to young trees below.
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NEGERE 1 AOE EHERBYOHERERLMA T, HUE
FOBEICKTEHLIWMLAINETH D,

Article 10
Fine as punishment, thirty kanmon

When discovered, those who break the law should be reported
immediately by forest-related officials such as the yamaatai,
yamashi and yamakounin. In the case that forest-related officials
delay or stall on reporting such facts (about offenders) it is ordered
that a fine in the amount above (30 kanmon) will be imposed on
each of them (transgressing forest officials) with the fine put
towards magiri bansho expenses.
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BULVE KR ZERM AR AT EREAKREREAEEHEAE
BTHEEMVELRAERBBREEREFZEERTED
RAT B R E A~ T F 53 B ATE AT %
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BL:LVBER (AP, Shima wallichii ssp. liukiuensis) [&. X#%
KRIZBHEELGHAR(DEARM) THL. TDT=HRIEL
UNVAR) IZAWED[EKLELN, LWKEBR (Byas DMK,
Ternstroemia gymnanthera) ERIL&SIZE LN TINVS, ThIC
ERTA2ENVNIL. HBEOBEYSEZHLMAIT. ZOH2(F
BOHHRLEEEICEZ. 32 XREUBERMORBREIZKETLHELD
HLoARETHD,

Article 11

Fine as punishment, fifty kanmon

The Jju (Ichoki/Shima wallichii ssp. liukiuensis) is an important
goyouboku ' (government-use tree) that produces large size

lumber. As such it is not acceptable (and is prohibited) to make
them into marukichi® (small logs). Making ikukichi® (small logs

B AEL(FHEL) BIROEKR(F5E)GEICEDLNLIFT
(ALK o

OULEL T FEYTY TEBIFDARDE,

81 “Goyouboku’ was a term to describe lumber required for use by
the Royal Government as building materials, firewood or for other
special purposes. Each magiri was obliged to contribute a certain
amount of lumber for Royal Government use on a yearly basis as
a form of forest tax. The ‘Goyoubokuchou’ (Register of
Government-Use Trees) was a set of documents that recorded a
range of details about the kind of trees required by the Royal
Government for public purposes. Details included tree types,
locations of specific tree types and tree trunk measurements.
Individual sections were drawn up in each of the various magiri
while the entire volume of the Goyoubokuchou was administered
by the Royal Government’s Yamabugyousho (Bureau of Forest
Administration). At such time as the Royal Government required
large lumber it assessed which tree type was most appropriate by
making reference to the Goyoubokuchou and would then place an
order with one or more of the magiri. There were 21 different
types of tree designated as goyouboku and local people were not
allowed to cut down any of these without explicit permission.

2 Small logs, or kichi, used for roof rafters (taruki) and such.

made from Mokkoku trees) is prohibited in the same way (for the
same reason). If a transgressor is found a fine in the amount given
above (fifty kanmon) will be imposed. It is ordered that half of the
fine will be paid to the person who reported the illegal act and the
other half devoted to magiri bansho expenses.
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HEEDHEAYZLER)ZEHAWMOTERT HEE. EFTDR
YSiexmLd, ELVEONTWSFOARGRIIL ., TEETH
SIZfOTE BLERShTAHBRLTULNIE, TOXREEL
EMEOBYRESICHRELT, FERCICMODILS5MLENE
THb.

BL S£OXNE. ERELZRDITHLEIEANEZDTE,
Article 12

It is ordered that a person stealing and/or trafficking in Gohatto no
Shoboku®’ (21 varieties of official-use trees prohibited by law
from being cut down) will pay a fine in accordance with the
regulations. Any trafficked lumber confiscated by the authorities
is to be delivered to the Fushinbugyousho® (Bureau of Repair and
Maintenance of the Royal Government). In the case that
confiscated timber was put to use (rather than delivered to the
Fushinbugyousho) a sum of money appropriate for the quantity of
lumber used that is according to official value must be paid to the
I-Iirajo(’9 (Department of Justice).

In the case of a fine, half the amount will be given to the person
who reported the offender.

E+=1"

53 The reference here is to logs of Mokkoku (Tku) wood for use as
roof rafters.

HEEOER(SEEDOLLIFQ TIUETHASEIR]
(751 ICRESNTLVS 21 BEOREIEARDIE,

© EERITH(SALASRTELILE) : EFOITBHEED 1D, 5
ERTOBE O (REELY) DAMEE (B - ARICEHMNDEE)
ICBT 5. EF-HFOERDILEIBELT D,

© FER(VoLE) : EFOITHHEED 1 D, ZAEIZELT
BIE—MRERAFEADTICH D, FERIE, ERICIEX LA
. M \RELEDILEED,

7 Records the 21 prohibited trees described in Article 57 of
Yamabugyousho Kujichou (1751).

% The Fushinbugyousho (Bureau of Repair and Maintenance) was
a Royal Government department belonging to the Tomari Jitou (a
department dealing with construction and security) of the
Moushikuchihou (overseeing general matters). It was responsible
for civil engineering and construction, particularly government
agencies, temples and shrines.

% The Hirajo was a Royal Government department created in
1617. Sometimes referred to as the Hirahou. Fell under the control
of the sanshikan and dealt with justice in general. The Hirajo
specifically administered criminal arrests, hearings and
convictions. The head of the Hirajo was called the Hiranosoba.
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Article 13
Fine as punishment, one hundred kanmon

In the case of a person (or persons) who cuts down and removes
trees for anything other than official use (i.e., authorized felling) at
a hougo’' (an important area within the forest earmarked for
conservation) location or a forest area within which yamaku (in
this case tree-felling) is prohibited a fine in the amount given
above (one hundred kanmon) will be imposed on each offender. It
is ordered that half the fine will be paid to the person who saw and
reported the illegal act and the other half devoted to magiri bansho
expenses.

P HE(FSD) fRELE. TAILEXRI(1737) ([2&NIE, Tl
K[MNBNENEIIT, WRABMYBATHNSKEIDI L, LR
BAahd, TORLALE, 1D ILLAAERY . TDERDE
WNKEOBEERELELIGEEND, COGEHZEY]
YRACE BAREAATET, IUNREIZRBLTLKD T, &
AZEFFIFCOEFMORLICTAZHRFTHLL TV =, B&D
LRKMBTREBEATRESEDMBMED LT, RICHE
HELT, RICLDRDEBREHCEENEFERLTI

" The term hougo is defined in Somayama Houshikichou (1737)
as follows: “a condition in which the surrounding mountains
prevent the loss of mountain or forest energy.” Further, “the place
where the tips of the ridge-lines of the embraced protection
mountains overlap, much like the way both parts of a collar of a
shirt overlap when fixed, is called the ‘gate of embraced
protection’ (hougo no tojiguchi).” Hougo is a concept of terrain
based in Feng Shui geography which involves surrounding in
order to stabilize ‘qi.” This later developed into a technique of
strategically planting trees to prevent the dissipation of qi because
of wind. In earlier days Fukugi trees (Garcinia subelliptica) were
strategically planted to provide embraced protection for individual
residences (‘yashiki hougo’), riverine buffer strips strategically
planted to provide embraced protection for entire villages (‘mura
hougo’) and strategic planting along the coast to provide embraced
protection for coastal areas (‘hama hougo’). Although the
underlying basis for employing such measures today may be
slightly different, the hougo concept can still be witnessed with
the strategic planting of tide-water control forests and anti-wind
forests.
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Supplementary: because trees at the border of sanya’” (community
forests) surround and protect the entire mountain forest tree felling
at these areas, as was the case at hougo locations, is prohibited.

BB EE LR B 1T E R IREAR 2 L RERE R T
WTESFERUL

UELEDBYTHETRER T TRYELD, CORERITTEEFE
BATHD, RO L, RERDEMEFEZGL TSN
FISI.BMETIRETHD, UL,

The above contents we now submit were compiled in response to
instructions received and constitute a program that has recently
come into force. After careful examination it rests with you to
determine whether these contents will become additional
provisions to the Yamabugyosho Kimochou. Concluded.

FlE+AREFRAA

1751 FBE 9 A

September 1751 by the lunar calendar (the 16th year of the
Qianlong [Kenryu] era)

RILEAT
RILET"
Higashi Yamabugyo (Eastern Forest Administrator)”

EEREZFHEL
EEREZFHRELT

Kyan Satonushi Peechin’®

" Forests were divided into two main categories at this time:
‘somayama’ were strictly government-administered forests while
‘sanya’ or ‘satoyama’ were community forests that local people
were free to use. Satoyama are sometimes referred to as
‘murayama’ [#F U] or ‘nakayama’ [{§1L]). They tend to be
located on the foothills of mountains (located outside of the
mountainous inland somayama) in proximity to areas of
agricultural production.

B RILET (UL ESELD) TILFTRHAENRI(1751) (2
EhE REK-EE-AED 3 MUIERLFETOREICHES
TV, IWETEMIETSEEF VA ODEERYINI LA
. AERYOFERF, KEKRFEUOKXKERFIZ, ZhEh
KT HIEITHEO TNV, TLTILUETIIE B AZEEET .
HARE. B8 -BEHTSHFHITEO>TS,

™ According to Article 3 of Yamabugyousho Kujichou (1751)
"The three magiri of Ougimi, Kunigami and Kushi fall under the
jurisdiction of the Higashi yamabugyou, with one yamahissha
based at Hentona-mura in Kunigami Magiri, another at Taira-mura
in Kushi Magiri and one at Oogimi-mura in Oogimi Magiri. The
Nishi and Higashi yamabugyou do not have fixed places of work
because this would impede their ability to carry out forest
administration duties. Instead they must travel and lodge wherever
their official duties take them."

PERREZTFHEL (FLASLHLR—BA) AHREIC
SN T HAETERYITHAT. EME 9 F(1744) ITILFTH
[ZECOH, LR, 7T FRBERERT . BE 12 F£(1747) 2%
BRI ONTHAERTSH. 522 18 F(1753) [CHYHES
7. 5208 22 F7SNN\NELUEEBICELOoN D, B2l 23 F
(1758) 5. \EILBICTHEK, & 50 %,

" peechin is an aristocratic rank in Ryukyu. At the top of the
social hierarchy system in Ryukyu was the royal family and aji,
then the Ueekata, then the Peechin and finally the lower
aristocracy. Kyan Satonushi Peechin was appointed as
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Nishi Yamabugyo (Western Forest Administrator)”®

HHELFREL
HHEZ FREL"

Nomura Satonushi Peechin®
BZREWBERAHBITEMERICTEL L

LEDEXEHWBELIZEIA, BITTARZEDTIERA TN
Tz Bk,

We have received your instructions to implement the principles
laid out in the above articles. Concluded.

gE+AREER+A
1751 I8 12 B

December 1751 by the lunar calendar (the 16th year of the
Qianlong [Kenryu] era)

EHEREL
EHEREL”

¥ . 2
Ginowan Peechin®?

yamabugyou in 1744 and served in that job for 7 years. In 1747 he
began receiving direct instruction in somayama-related issues
from Sai On. In 1753 he became satobugyou (sugar administrator)
and in 1757 appointed as a zaiban for Yaeyama. Died in Yaeyama
at the age of 50.

TBEILFETUSLPERELS) NIUHFTRAAER](1751)12&
nIE EK- B BE- P - A5 SIRCO 6 ARV, FEWL
BTDAEITHE>TVS, ZLTEEE 1 ADDALEYINE
AthFt, REBMUOLEN . EXBUOLEMIZ. ThEh
$HESHLITHO TS, BILETERILETR. $5%%E
EEEY. HARE. BE-BALTHOHDLIZHE>TWNS,

“ According to Article 3 of Yamabugyousho Kujichou (1751)
"The six magiri of Kin, Onna, Nago, Haneji, Motobu and Nakijin
fall under the jurisdiction of the Nishi yamabugyou, with one
yamahissha based at Toguchi-mura in Motobu Magiri, another at
Nago-mura in Nago Magiri and one at Kin-mura in Kin Magiri."
Further, "The Nishi and Higashi yamabugyou do not have fixed
places of work because this would impede their ability to carry out
forest administration duties. Instead they must travel and lodge
wherever their official duties take them."
PHENEZFHREL(DLLEEHBLR—BA) EHREICK
NE 7 HEETERIIEER. 52E 9 F£(1744) [SILFTH
[SECOH. BZEE 11 & (1746) RS ILFTERIEL TS, 2
F 74 ERDUMKBROEEZRITL AILIZOVWTHZZER
(15, L. §20& 19 F (1754) I F 317, €20& 22 F£(175NE
TEEE. §21E 25 £ (1760) AR EEEFLELTEE,

8 Appointed as yamabugyou in 1744, serving concurrently in the
post of Nakagami yamabugyo from 1746. Accompanied Sai On
on an inspection of forest areas in 1747, presumably receiving a
direct education on forest matters at the same time. Became
ofunatebugyou in 1754, a zaiban in Miyakojima in 1757 and in
1760 a zaiban on Kumejima.
PEHRIREL(EFODAR—BA) AOTEH RELORA
(ZIF, EfE 3 MADIESR 8 &D 10 SUUAHEA, EHEH
ELEFZOEBNLSAT, LEOBRAOEDKA. EBHNd,
8 Ginowan Peechin. Family unknown. The Peechin rank
consisted of 10 grades from both full/upper (shou 1E ) and
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Yonabaru Ueekata®

R IUEAT
R ILELT
To the Nishi and Higashi Yamabugyo.
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subordinate/lower (juu f€) 3rd class (= &) down to both
full/upper (shou IE) and subordinate/lower (juu f) 7th class (£
fn). Looking at Ginowan Peechin's job it would appear that he
was an upper level official within the Moushikuchiza.

B EMERA (LAEEDEON ) AMTHE HAITRAO &
LIS, ERE 1 RADER 2 MDD 4 509DH D, A (IIT—
AR ElF ERBHROMIER -Fi5. EF-REUNDO—HED
TENFTRFETLET B, BAICEZAEORS. ZAE
BEHOBHA. EORFDIELHDH, CCTIHEDISADH
HMTREA,

8 Yonabaru Ueekata. Family unknown. Ueekata or oyakata. An
honorific title for the ‘soujitou’ (¥a#h5E), who was the steward or
fief-holder of the magiri, appointed from the ‘aji’ and ‘ueekata’
upper levels of the Ryukyuan aristocracy. The Ueekata rank
consisted of 4 grades from both full/upper (shou I1E ) and
subordinate/lower (juu %) Ist class (1 &) down to both full/upper
(shou IE) and subordinate/lower (juu %) 2nd class (2 &). There
were three types of Ueekata: Sanshikan Ueekata, Sanshikan
Zashiki Ueekata and Ueekata. It is unknown what class of ueekata
Yonabaru Ueekata was.



44 TAB/N\EIROTLETRIRBIRA R Z DR RRENB DT

9. Mitsugu Matsuda. 2001. The Government of the Kingdom of
Ryukyu, 1609-1872. Gushikawa: Yui Publishing Co.
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