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1. 
. A:  

(26°38'09.5"N, 127°51'55"E), B:  
(26°07'55"N, 127°46'29"E), C:  (26°19'22"N, 
127° 55'04"E).  
Fig. 1. Sampling locations around Okinawa Island. A: 
Jetty of Tropical Biosphere Research Center, Sesoko 
Station, Sesoko Island (26°38'09.5"N, 127°51'55"E), B: 
Fishing harbor, Ou Island (26°07'55"N, 127°46'29"E). C: 
Yabuchi Island (26°19'22"N, 127° 55'04"E).  
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Fig. 2. Sampling at Sesoko Station using an under water 
light. Many Polyophthalmus pictus were observed 
swarming in the sea. 
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3.  (RUMF-ZO-0006). A, 

 (LEICA MZ16F); B,  (LEICA MZ16F); C,  (LEICA MZ16F); D, 
 (Nikon E600).  

Fig. 3. Epitoke of Polyophthalmus pictus collected from around Okinawa Island (RUMF-ZO-0006). A: Epitoke collected 
from water column using an underwater light; B, dorsal view of head; C, lateral view of caudal part; D, same. A–C, 
photographed with LEICA MZ16F; D, photographed with Nikon E600.
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Family Opheliidae Malmgren, 1867 
Genus Polyophthalmus Quatrefages, 1850  
Polyophthalmus pictus (Dujardin, 1839) 
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4.  (RUMF-ZO-0008). A,  

(OLYMPAS E-M1); B,  (OLYMPAS E-M1); C,  (LEICA MZ16F); D,  (Nikon E600). 
Fig. 4. Atoke of Polyophthalmus pictus collected from around Okinawa Islands (RUMF-ZO-0008). A: Atoke collected 
from sediment on a tidal flat; B, dorsal view of head; C, lateral view of caudal part (LEICA MZ16F); D, same (Nikon 
E600). A–B, photographed with OLYMPAS E-M1; C, photographed with LEICA MZ16F; D, photographed with Nikon 
E600.
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Abstract. Sexually mature swarming adults of 
Polyophthalmus pictus (Annelida: Opheliidae) were 
collected from two sites from Okinawa Island and 
adjacent island around night during spring high-tides 
at the new moon and the following two days in 
February 2015, using an underwater light. Chaetae in 
the tail become longer in swarming adults due to 
epitokous metamorphosis in comparison with 
immature benthic specimens. This is the first record 
of the reproductive swarming behavior and 
epitokous metamorphosis in Japanese opheliids. 
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