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Fig.1. Bombus terrestris visiting flowers of Alpinia zerumbet. a–c, Continuously taken photographs with 10 seconds 
interval at 6:15 on June 7, 2013; d, A photograph taken at 6:18 on the same day. Pollen grains were attached to the back 
of B. terrestris.  
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Abstract. The buff-tailed bumblebee, Bombus 
terrestris (Apidae), is a serious invasive alien bee 
that is listed among Japan’s Worst 100 Invasive 
Alien Species (The Ecological Society of Japan, 
2002). In June 2013, B. terrestris was observed 
visiting flowers of Alpinia zerumbet (Zingiberaceae) 
within the Nishihara campus of University of the 
Ryukyus, Okinawa-jima Island, Japan. Although 
escaped individuals of B. terrestris have been 
reported from almost all over Japan, this is the first 
record of this species in Okinawa Prefecture. 
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