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Effects of parity number of Japanese black cattle on the calf weight, marketed age,

weight and price

Tomoyuki NAMIHIRA*, Ichiro UEHARA, Masahiro MURATA, Tomonori YARA
Subtropical Field Science center; Faculty of Agriculture, University of the Ryukyus

Abstract: This study was investigated to select a better replacement stock and culling out of breeding cattle considering the
calf weight, marketed age, weight and price in relation to parity number of Japanese black cattle in Subtropical Field Science
Center of University of the Ryukyus from 2006 to 2015. The calf weight (32.8 kg), marketed age (264.8 days) and weight (0.95
kg) of calves were higher in the 6th parity than that in the 1st parity. Auction price of female calves was not significantly
affected with the parity number, but price of male calves was significantly lower (p<0.05) in 11-12-13th parity. The highest
price was 399,075 yen for female calves in the 8th parity and 504,538 yen for male calves in the 3rd parity. The marketed
weight of calves in the 8th parity tended to be high which was 0.93 kg in female calves and 1.02 kg in male calves. These
results suggested that a heifer delivered in the 6th parity could be selected for breeding cattle and old cattle over 9th parity
should be culling out.
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