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Using ICT to enable children hospitalized for a long time to learn
and play together with their peers.

- Driving a motivation to move forward among students
in long-term hospital stay by remotely interacting
and co-learning with peers at their school -

Makiko OSHIRO
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After having been hospitalized for a long time, children tend to become anxious about
going back to their normal lives. In particular, they're worried about being left behind
compared to other students due to having missed too much of the curriculum.

To alleviate this anxiety, teachers who visit students in long-term hospital stay need to
drive their motivation to move forward by maintaining the connection with their peers at
school—enabling them to learn and play together.

The Government Curriculum Guidelines released in March 2017 proposed that using

ICT devices in school lessons is an effective method of driving interest in learning, making
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it easier for students to understand lessons, and realizing independent and cooperative

learning.

Additionally. a “baseline survey on utilizing digital textbook and learning tools and ICT

devices” released by The National Institute of Special Education suggested that online

conversations and co-learning with teachers and peer students at schools using ICT could

help hospitalized children return to their schools.

This report will verify the effectiveness of using ICT devices to maintain connection

between children in long-term hospital stay and their peer students at school, continue their

school curriculums, and support them in their return, based on three years of actual practice

in Okinawa.
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